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President’s Message
Anne-Marie Gorman
National President and Chairperson of International Relations

The fall months in my neck of the woods are usually
beautiful: crisp mornings and evenings as bookends for lovely
sunny days marking the near end of the growing season and
the putting to sleep of gardens, lawns, shrubs. While this is
happening, there is an interesting dichotomy playing out.
People will soon begin to plant garlic pieces, narcissus and
tulip bulbs, which will freeze, then beautify landscapes in
spring 2021. Creation flourishes, goes into a dormant period,
then brings forth new life. I find this very moving, and as I
get older, I continue to marvel at how God is at the heart of
everything.
Each generation learns more, brings new intelligence to
how the world actually works, from the smallest to the largest
discovery. Discovery is what it is. Scientists are not creating;
they are learning, discovering and developing as they crack
codes that have always been part of creation. Perhaps God
lets people in on the mysteries of the universe piece by piece
for reasons only He knows.
Such is life in the world during the unspeakable pandemic
that is upon all countries. The League has not been exempted
from the harshness that is being experienced. As national
president, I was to complete my term in August, and Fran
Lucas was to begin her two year term as national president.
Who knew when 2020 began that any of this would happen?
I know that God is good—all the time; and that God
is God and I am not. I was ruminating about some of the
League’s themes over the years and noted many were easy to
say but much harder to live. I must continue to keep the two
simple phrases in front of me at all times in order to keep my
perspective in the proper place. If members believe (and they
do) what is stated in the first sentence, it behooves them to
find the positives in their lives within COVID-19.

Members will read articles of nostalgia and learn about
a cameo pin that is part of League history. They will read
that as the people of God, the church, will continue despite
the urge to be maudlin and wring one’s hands. They will be
encouraged by the officers’ upbeat and thoughtful articles
where they have searched their hearts and minds and combed
literature for inspiration to offer the membership. I am proud
of the efforts for members’ benefit. I know that all spent
extra time and prayer for subjects and information during
the early summer of this year amid shutdowns, quarantining,
mask-wearing and wonder. May God bless them for their
contributions. It is probably a great time to send affirmative
letters of appreciation to the composers. It is a difficult
time, but the optimism expressed in the undertones of the
submissions is to be commended.
While the good Lord only knows why the centenary of
this beloved League will not be celebrated in Montreal, many
teleconferences have helped the national executive/board
continue to have meaningful discussions. Unique one-time
changes will help the board to complete the year ahead as
members pray for a better outcome for 2021.
As members continue to work “For God and Canada” in
every nook and cranny of this country, my prayer is that they
can find the good, keep up their collective strength, work
together and support one another. In other words, be perfect
as God is perfect. The harsh seasons open to abundance
the following year. Members can learn from this and have
confidence that God will provide what each of them needs.
As St. Paul said, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect” (Rom 12:2).

Letter from the editor:
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has challenged members, councils and the League at large. It is during these
times when the League and its sisterhood is needed the most. The League was founded shortly after the devastation
of the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, and the resilience of the members then, is inside each and every member now. The
League needs the strength of its membership—all 75,463 Christian faithful. It has been brought to my attention that due
to COVID-19, nearly 10,000 members have not renewed—members who are needed and valued and who may need you
to reach out to them during these challenging times. For councils that have not sent in their per capita fees, please do
so as soon as possible. We cannot reach out to connect with those we do not know are missing.
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From the National
Spiritual Advisor
Most Rev. Stephen Jensen, Bishop of Prince George
National Spiritual Advisor

COVID-19 has disrupted life around the world. The
League’s centennial convention, which was planned for
Montreal last August, was one more casualty of this
pandemic. Untold hours of planning and organizing this
milestone in the League’s history appear to have been
expended for nought.
But there is more than the disappointment and
frustration members might legitimately feel. The French
philosopher Blaise Pascal said events are like messengers
from God. They can teach valuable truths to those who are
willing to reflect upon them. So what lessons might members
draw from the events they are living through in these
extraordinary times? What lessons may be learned from the
disruption of plans and the uncertainty about the future for
families and the League?
The lessons are as old as the scriptures. This highly
efficient technological society creates the impression that
people are in charge of everything. Members expect to plan
things, both personally and as an organization, and then
execute those plans with predictability and a minimum of
change.
This is the temptation to think that they are in control of
their destinies and that their success comes from their own
resources and efforts. When unexpected events intrude into
the agenda, they are not-so-subtle reminders that people are
not in charge of most things and not self-sufficient.
These extraordinary events also teach us who really is
in charge. The providence of God may permit unexpected
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and, to us, unwelcome things to occur, but only to draw
good out of them for us. Members need to take all the steps
responsible adults should, but the lesson is that the course
of events is often out of their hands. Learning to place
their trust and hope more firmly in Him is certainly a good
lesson to draw from the pandemic. As God said through His
prophet Isaiah, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in
quietness and in trust shall be your strength” (30:15). That is
the truth Mother Teresa avowed when she said, “we are not
called to be successful; we are called to be faithful.”
Another lesson that can be learned from these times
is to discover how to support each other. That can take
the form of greater awareness and care of those who are
isolated physically. It can also involve outreach in creative
new ways. Every parish has learned how to use social media
to connect with its members, and indeed, the League parish
councils are all climbing that learning curve too. What is a
necessity in a time of crisis may well become integral parts
of communicating and working together to carry out the
mission of the League in the future.
Amid the uncertainty and fear encountered these days,
members can learn again about God’s care for them and their
vocation to care for each other. Until then, look forward to
the day when members can gather again in convention and
use the time and the lessons of today to continue faithfully
in service “For God and Canada.”

100 Years is Good!
200 Years is Better!
Fran Lucas
National President-Elect and Chairperson of Organization

This article focuses on membership: a topic of concern for
several years now, and likely back in 1920, just as it certainly
would have been in 1912 when the first council started in
Edmonton. There would probably have been much discussion
on how communication would happen to “get the word
out,” who would be approached, and how the importance of
joining a vibrant group of women with a common cause
would be told.
In early League archives, I found
the following statement, “We, the
undersigned Catholic Women of
Canada, believing that it has become
an absolute necessity to have a
medium through which we may
express ourselves as a unit in all
matters which should interest us as
loyal citizens and devoted children
of Holy Mother Church, do hereby
band ourselves together and agree
each with the other to become
incorporated…” Feel the power of the
words “absolute necessity” that drew
them to “band” themselves together.
Not only on the 100th anniversary
but every day, members need to
remember these beliefs to motivate
them to meaningful action at a local, provincial and national
level today. One hundred years of the League is great—to
have members of the future celebrate 200 years is better!
Members must not disappoint the work of their sisters who
started this League based on their foresight and conviction of
its “absolute necessity”! An excellent example of that is when
in 1921 National President Bellelle Guerin, after the first
national convention, held June 1-6, 1921, wrote a letter to the
Archbishop of Toronto, Most Rev. Neil McNeil requesting
approval of the following change to the constitution, “That

Article II, Sec.2 include the words ‘the promotion of racial
harmony.’” What would she be thinking today? Perhaps that
the work of the League is more important than ever in this
area.
Members need to continue to be a force that is recognized,
appreciated and respected for what they are willing and able
to do. To do that, the membership needs to get back to the
size its predecessors garnered. In 1923, just three years after
national incorporation, membership
had grown to 50,000. That number
grew and declined over the years.
In 1964, we were at an all-time
high of 135,000. Today, there are
75,463 members. The strategic plan
is going to bring a change to the
League as members know it. It has
been recognized that change needs
to happen in any organization for
it to be sustainable, and members
have embraced that wisdom. Now is
time for the action. With each new
action delivered for the strategic
plan, member engagement with the
strategies and initiatives is needed
to meet the stated objectives for
change. New members joining
provide new opportunities to keep the League strong.
Inviting new members and walking with them is both a
responsibility and a joy for all members as they share their
love of the League. The League is not for only some people to
safeguard its existence; it is for every member. What role will
you say “yes” to in making the League bigger and better? How
will you support the new vision while ensuring the League
continues to be a loyal, devoted and caring sisterhood—a
sisterhood banded together with knowledge of its absolute
necessity?

Welcome New and Reactivated Parish Councils!
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Council
Windsor, Ontario

St. Rose of Lima Parish Council
Scarborough, Ontario
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Just the Same,
Only Different
Shari Guinta
First Vice-President and Chairperson of Spiritual Development

“We are Church.” Catholics hear this because they are the
universal church. They are church.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, this has been
particularly poignant in describing Catholics and all
Christians as they struggle to be together but apart.
Correspondences have come from national standing
committee chairpersons offering support, fresh ideas for
reaching out to members and encouragement for councils
to experiment with new concepts of meeting and serving the
parish and community. The provincial and diocesan councils
have done some pretty amazing things. My dad used to say,
“Just the same, only different.”
We are church. For several weeks in
the spring, I watched my parish priest
on YouTube and, although pleased to
be in the kitchen with my husband
experiencing mass, when I looked
at the sanctuary on the screen, I was
saddened. I missed church. I missed
my pastor, fellow parishioners and
League sisters. Now that we are back
in “church modified,” it is just the same,
only different.
But Catholics are still church. There
was no church building when Jesus
walked the earth. Jews went to
synagogue, but when Christianity was
born, the apostles and disciples of Jesus went out and spread
the word. Jesus spoke through them—they were the church.
Has COVID-19 birthed a new experience of church,
community and even expression of faith? Expression should
not be shallow but deeper, more profound, more determined.
Members are blessed to have technology—can this be a way
to express their faith in reaching out to many? Just the same,
only different.
It was not so long ago, Catholics never saw the Holy Father
in Rome unless there was something special on television.
Now, they can “visit” online during his celebration of the
Eucharist, papal audiences and prayers. On Easter Sunday, the
Vatican streamed live the pope’s message to the world. Who
would have thought members could be connected with holy
places and holy people across the world so easily when the
League was organized 100 years ago?
4
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Looking back, the League was starting to form in
communities organized and these early members sent
rosaries to the front line during World War I. It assisted
Canadians in 1931 in a time of drought, and was applauded
by the clergy, particularly Archbishop James McGuigan of
Regina, who is quoted, “If it had never done anything but
this one great work of mercy, the League has amply justified
its existence.” In League history, masks were worn during
the influenza epidemic of 1918; quite the flashback. Sound
familiar? Just the same, only different.
The League is in the midst of transformation in
the process of planning strategically.
Perhaps it is no coincidence that this
journey began three years ago in
preparation for what was to come. Now
is a time of examination; a time to look
at what members do and how they do
it, and make change. Looking to the
future, but also looking back at what
and how things were done. Change for
a hopefully better experience of the
League. Members surely realize the
church needs good, strong leaders and
that women leaders are vital. When
planning for the League, members plan
for the church.
In a wonderful book by Fr. James
Mallon entitled Divine Renovation: From a Maintenance to
a Missional Parish, he recounts Pope Francis speaking to
young people at World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro. When
asked what he expected the consequences would be after the
event, the Holy Father said, “I expect a mess. ... I want the
Church to go out to the street! I want us to defend ourselves
against everything that is worldliness… The parishes, the
schools, the institutions, exist to go out!” Catholics have
heard the term “missionary disciples,” and the Holy Father
uses this term.
Perhaps with this experience of the history of the past
century, COVID-19 and planning strategically, members
will truly see they are called to change, do things differently,
experience church in a unique way, and accept that they are
called to be church.
Members are church. Just the same, only different!

Continuing a Tradition
Janet McLean
National Secretary-Treasurer

From shorthand to recording equipment, from carbon
paper to photocopiers, from mental arithmetic to calculators
that fit in the palm of a hand, from manual typewriters to
computers and laser printers, and from manual books and
ledgers to accounting software programs, the methods used
by secretaries and treasurers in performing their duties have
changed from 1920 to today. While some
councils still use many tried and true
methods, the last century’s technological
advances have made it possible to perform
many tasks quicker and with less effort.
But, no matter what technological changes
the future brings, good organizational
skills, professionalism and the ability
to multitask will always be traits that
secretaries and treasurers should possess.
Every member is a part of the ongoing
history of the League. Part of that history
concerns the national secretary-treasurer,
and it began at the 1921 national
convention. At that first convention, the national executive
presented Mrs. Armstrong, the honorary secretary, with a
beautiful hand-made Italian cameo pin. It was to be worn by
future national secretaries at the annual national convention
and was done so for many years. However, as the years passed,
the national secretary-treasurer often hesitated to wear the
pin in case it was lost or damaged. Sadly, when the national
office was broken into in the early 1980s, the cameo pin was
stolen. Fr. Francis Hengen (a wonderful spiritual advisor

in Indian Head, Saskatchewan), read this interesting piece
of history and felt it would be nice if a new pin could be
purchased for the League’s 100th anniversary so the tradition
could be continued. In an antique shop in Regina, Fr. Hengen
found a cameo pin and, while not an exact replica, it was
quite close in design to the original. As the original had been
presented to the honorary secretary, he
felt the new pin should be presented to
the current national secretary. Fr. Hengen
planned to present the cameo at the 2020
national convention in Montreal, Quebec.
Unfortunately, because of the COVID19 pandemic and the postponement of
the 2020 national convention, this could
not take place. As national secretarytreasurer, I had a wonderful surprise
this past spring when I received a small
parcel in the mail from Fr. Hengen
with this lovely cameo pin along with
his explanatory letter and best wishes for a happy
100th anniversary.
It will be my great pleasure to wear this new cameo pin at
the annual general meeting held during my remaining term
as national secretary-treasurer. I will proudly present the pin
to my successor so the tradition initiated at the 1921 national
convention will continue into a second century as members
work together “For God and Canada.” Thank you, Fr. Hengen,
for making this possible.

National Day of Prayer
A National Day of Prayer for Christians in the Holy Land
has been proclaimed by the League to take place annually
on September 21st, the International Day of Peace.
Members are invited to join one another in praying
for peace in the Holy Land and the Middle East annually
on September 21st and throughout the year. For the text
of the prayer, please visit the Catholic Near East Welfare
Association (CNEWA) website at cnewa.org/ca/prayerfor-peace.
Members may also wish to visit CNEWA’s website to
order a peace lamp for prayer as a way to support Holy

Land Christians. Please note, there was an error in the
original payment form distributed. The corrected amounts
are $55.00 for a small lamp ($40.00 lamp, $15.00 shipping)
and $70.00 for a large lamp ($50.00 lamp, $20.00
shipping). Tax receipts cannot be issued for the cost of
the peace lamps. However, tax receipts will be issued for
additional donations of $10.00 or more.
For more information on these and all joint CNEWA
and League initiatives, please visit cnewa.org/ca/catholicwomens-league.
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Change… So Much Change!
Are Members Ready?
Margaret Ann Jacobs
National Past President and Chairperson of Laws

With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
League’s response to it, as well as recommendations of the
implementation committee for strategic planning, there will
be significant changes required for the Constitution &
Bylaws (C&B) as well as the National Manual of Policy and
Procedure (P&P). Besides the necessary changes for the C&B,
a national election will take place. For some diocesan and
provincial councils, fee increases are being discerned.
With these changes in mind (which require instructed
votes), the focus of this article is on voting rights specifically
for “instructed” voting.
The P&P states, “The Constitution & Bylaws Part XV,
Section 3(c) requires that instructed votes be used for:
• election of officers
• increase of per capita fees
• amendments to the Constitution & Bylaws
The procedure for handling instructed voting for electing
officers is outlined in Part XVI: Eligibility, Nominations and
Elections. The procedure for handling instructed voting for
increasing per capita fees is outlined in Part XVII: Finance.
The procedure for handling instructed voting to amend the
Constitution & Bylaws is outlined in Part XX: Amendment of
Constitution & Bylaws”.
Besides accredited delegates (see chart P&P, page 84), all
parish councils have the right to send one voting delegate to
the diocesan convention, diocesan councils have the right
to send one voting delegate to provincial conventions, and
provincial councils have the right to send one voting delegate
to national conventions. (Note the exception for provincial
councils that do not have diocesan councils).
In order that the wishes of the organization’s grassroots
members be honoured, it is imperative the one voting
delegate carry her instructed vote to the diocesan level, that
the diocesan voting delegate carry her instructed vote to
provincial and that the provincial voting delegate carry her
instructed vote to national.
“An instructed vote requires the voting delegate to vote
according to the instructions of the council represented.
A voting delegate holding an instructed vote is deemed to
hold a group proxy for the council represented” (C&B, Part
XV Section 3(a)), i.e., the voting delegate must represent
the wishes of the majority of the members of her parish
6
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council. Note: “Due notice having been given of regular and
annual general meetings, ten percent of the voting members
of the council shall constitute a quorum” (C&B, Part XIV
Section 2 (e)).
In each case, i.e., election of officers, increase in per
capita fees, and amendments to the C&B, due notice must
be provided. “Notice of Motion requiring an instructed vote
shall be circulated to all councils at least six months before
the annual convention” (C&B, Part XV Section 3(b)).
Documentation of the instructed vote being carried
by the voting delegate at each level is forwarded to the
next level. In order for the instructed vote of each voting
delegate to be counted, the documentation must have
been forwarded by the deadlines specified, and, the voting
delegate must be present when the vote is taken. If the
delegate is not present, she loses the privilege of voting as
instructed by her members. If the documentation has not
been received, the voting delegate forfeits her instructed
vote (and subsequent votes in the case of the election of
officers). If the voting delegate does not follow the instructed
vote registered on her behalf, it will constitute a spoiled
ballot resulting in another vote being required.
The C&B outlines the fundamental principles that govern
the organization and establishes the rules of guidance by
which the group functions. The P&P ensures the orderly
administration of League affairs. It is complementary to the
C&B and must be used in conjunction with that document.
There is a significant number of changes required for
the C&B to govern and guide the League effectively. It is of
utmost importance that members who carry the instructed
votes of their parish/diocesan/provincial councils are
knowledgeable and aware of the importance of their role in
representing the “instructions” of their members. Likewise,
it is a significant responsibility of every member to become
informed of the issues, deliberate carefully and prayerfully
and exercise their franchise wisely. “Keep alert, stand firm in
your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be
done in love” (1Cor.16. 13-14).

We are God’s
Chosen Servants
Marie Rackley
National Chairperson of Community Life

“Wherever there are people in need of food and drink,
clothing, housing, medicine, employment, education; wherever
[people] lack the facilities necessary for living a truly human
life or are afflicted with serious distress or illness or suffer exile
or imprisonment, there Christian charity should seek them
out and find them, console them with great solicitude, and
help them with appropriate relief. This obligation is imposed
above all upon every prosperous nation and person” (Decree
on the Apostolate of the Laity).
History, throughout the past 100 years, has formed
the world as it is seen today. Has it changed much from
1920? Are there still people in need of food, drink, clothing,
housing, medicine, employment or education? Are people still
afflicted with illness, serious distress, a lack of proper living
conditions, or suffering in exile or imprisonment? Members
say, “Send Your Holy Spirit upon us to give light to our minds
and strength to our wills that we may know and fulfil Your
great law of charity. Teach us to share
with others at home and abroad the
good things You have given us” (Prayer
to Our Lady of Good Counsel). The
League stands for the dignity and rights
of persons; refugees, immigration and
citizenship; social and economic justice;
developing countries; and the Canadian
Catholic Organization for Development
and Peace. This is the purpose of the
community life standing committee.
Between 1920 and 2018, more than
253 resolutions were adopted under the
community life standing committee. As
the review begins, the first resolution
1920.03 Child Welfare, and again
1923.02 Child Welfare, were adopted for “education and
care of deficient and feeble-minded children … a problem of
grave national importance and its solution is to… [work with]
other associations and bodies… rendering valuable service in
the education and care of such children.” During the years,
members have been concerned about their children and
family:
• 1938.05 Employment of Girls
• 1940.06 Child Refugees
• 1942.10 Employment of Teenage Boys and Girls
• 1964.02 Cruelty and Neglect of Children

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1972.22 Child Battering
1975.04 Child Battering
1989.10 Child Poverty in Canada
1999.02 Childhood Abuse in Institutions
2004.05 End Trafficking of Children
2004.02 Children Living in Poverty
2005.12 Grandparents’ Rights of Access to
Their Grandchildren.
Immigration has played a major role in the increase of
Canada’s workforce and growth in communities. However, it
has not been easy for immigrants to come to a new country
and be accepted. There have been 19 immigration-related
resolutions adopted beginning with 1926.02 Immigration and
again in 1928.07 Immigration and Emigration and the most
recent 2016.01 Equal Access to Permanent Resident Status
and Amendment to the Immigration and Refugee Protection
Act. Today, Canada relies on immigration to increase its
population and to give others a chance to
know freedom.
The League has never forgotten those
who experience war and famine daily.
Between 1926 and 1937, five resolutions
were posted for world peace—the last
adopted was 1956.10 Prayers for Peace,
“Because of the present world tension
caused by the Middle East problems and
the continuous expansion of atheistic
communism, materialism and loss of
spiritual values.” In the revolving world
of war, sickness, drought and famine,
Christians rely heavily on prayers for
guidance and strength to move forward.
There are numerous resolutions for
a variety of needs. More than 11 resolutions were adopted
in support of Canadian Indigenous peoples. There are times
members do not have to look further than their province to
see a need to make change.
Reviewing the League’s 100 year history of community
life, the world has changed some, but there is much left to
accomplish. Like the song says, “we stand and watch each
other now from separate shores, show us the way.” The
League is an organization united in Catholic values and has a
strong presence in Catholic faith. Members are leaders who
work for the cause and stand up for the value of faith.
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Voices from Those Whose
Shoulders We Stand On!
Doreen Gowans
National Second Vice-President and Chairperson of Communications

As members celebrate the League’s 100th anniversary,
let them listen to the voices from the past. The following
quotes have been taken from the history book, Except the
Lord Build the House… A History of Social Concern which
is no longer in print.
The Canadian League was founded by Most Rev. Neil
McNeil, D.D., Archbishop of Toronto in April 1921, the year
the League was organized nationally. The first edition was
“an esteemed gift from His Grace to The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada” and was distributed from coast to coast.
“To Our Readers: The best asset any organization can
have is a publication through which its aims, objects and
news may be broadcast among its members. … Its objects
are to work for ‘God and Canada’ and in the doing of this to
unite Catholic women in the highest bonds of religion and
citizenship.” … “To ensure success requires personal interest
in securing News, Circulation and Advertising. These are
essential to a magazine that is going to live.” Did you know
the magazine was printed very inexpensively by the Sisters
of Providence, Kingston, Ontario, for several years?
“In 1922, the Apostolic Delegate, Pietro di Maria and
the Catholic Hierarchy of Canada gave their unqualified
endorsation and approbation to the publication.” In a
letter His Grace wrote, “Your recent letter informs me
that the Catholic Women’s League of Canada, at its
Annual Convention in Toronto in June 1921 adopted ‘The
Canadian League’ as the official organ… . …..also it will
constantly remind all members of the organization that the
paramount aim and activities of a militant body of Catholic
women must be directed toward upholding and strenuously
defending the highest ideals of Christian morals, always
working in perfect harmony with the Hierarchy as the
League has commendably done….”
“I am convinced that your Catholic Women’s League
can achieve much more in the field of religious, moral, and
social progress in our beloved Canada by giving a strong
support to its official publication.”
In 1936, The Canadian League was honoured when a
copy of the magazine was placed in the greatest Catholic
press exhibition in history, the exhibit at the Vatican, and
offered in homage to the Holy Father Pope Pius XI.
In 1940, National President Agnes Hay of Regina,
regarding the war effort stated, “We, in this country, while
8
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far removed from the conflict, realize the imminent danger
we are in and that everything possible must be done to
assist the Government of Canada. … Maybe it is time to
demonstrate our loyalty and justify the existence of a band
of women in Canada with the motto ‘For God and Canada’.
I recommend to you that we give to the Government of
Canada $25,000 to be used by the Government as it sees
fit… make a real donation in our name and be recognized.”
Members agreed, raised the money within six months and
presented it to the government. Prime Minister Mackenzie
King stated, “An act of true democracy, an expression of
loyalty… this is the right kind of leadership… Particularly
acceptable since it has not been designated for any special
purpose other than the war effort.”

The Slogan
From sea to sea the glorious message calls
On every ear the noble summons falls
Reveille! to arms, the foe is at our gates.
Guard well the right, from falsehood’s shackles free
Open the narrow ways that all may see
Declare the truth where skulking error waits.
Answer with hastening care sufferer’s sighs,
Never the poor, the lowly’s cause despise
Dispel with welcome kind the stranger’s fear.
Carry aloft the banner’s blazing crest,
Against death dealing ignorance stand abreast
Nor falter in the conflict, victory near.
Always with justice girded for the fray
Daring to claim the patriot’s right of way
And hail with joy the dawn of peace so dear.
- Rose Terry, Hamilton Sub-division

In 1970, the League was called upon for advice by
the Special Senate Committee on Poverty. A brief was
submitted. After the League’s presentation, one senator
stated, “Quote me in a loud voice. Your strength lies in the
fact that you are not a local group but accepted across this
country. You are everywhere and we expect more of you.”
Another senator stated “…the League presented to the
Senate Committee one of the best written and researched
briefs we received.”
The 60th anniversary of the League was celebrated in
1980 at the national convention in Halifax. His Eminence
G. Emmett Cardinal Carter (Toronto) stated, “I cannot
imagine a more forceful, more dynamic and important
group than The Catholic Women’s League of Canada to
promote the ideals of Christian marriage, stability, peace,
marital and family harmony and integrity.”

In 1990, National President Evelyn Wyrzkowski shared
her dreams for the League of the future, “… we will help
one another deepen our faith through spiritual formation,
strengthen our bond of unity though prayer and friendship,
develop the practice of ‘shared’ leadership, broaden our
actions for timely issues and encourage younger, energetic
members to ‘find their place among us’, all for the glory of
God.”
Today members see some of the same goals and objectives
that were envisioned in the past. Let’s move into the future
by opening hearts and minds. Look forward to change and
support the strategic plan by helping the implementation
committee ensure members come together to create the
BEST LEAGUE it can be.
May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide you as you walk
together “For God and Canada!”

National Council Regretfully Advises
the Passing of Life Members:
Theresa Bujtas
St. Catherines, Ontario

Patricia Gauthier
St. Bruno, Quebec

Lois Charlebois
Surrey, British Columbia

Lucille Kilar
Athabasca, Alberta

Mary Dashkewytch
Kelowna, British Columbia

June Meady
Thunder Bay, Ontario

Ruby Sharpe
St. John’s, Newfoundland
and Labrador
Joan White
Bathurst, New Brunswick
Mildred Young
Fort Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan

Carol Schlachter
Brooks, Alberta
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Women of Action
Pat Deppiesse
National Chairperson of Christian Family Life

In this centennial year, I am pleased to focus on a couple
of lesser known personalities who were instrumental in
establishing the League and ensuring its success.
The Catholic Women’s League was founded in England in
1906. After a visit to England, journalist Katherine Hughes,
from Prince Edward Island, brought news of the organization
to Bishop Emile Legal in Canada. He called upon Katherine
to set up a similar organization that would help immigrant
women in Canada. While travelling across the country as
a teacher on what was then called “Indian Reserves,” she
helped organize aid to newly arrived Ukrainian immigrants
in northern Alberta, paving the way for the Church
Extension Society (now Catholic Missions In Canada). She
was instrumental in founding a League council in Edmonton
in 1912. During the next few years, other League units were
established in Montreal (1917), Toronto and Ottawa (1918)
and Halifax (1919). All were organized from a local point
of view, usually by women working in immigration. The
Edmonton women brought active pressure to bring about a
national conference.
Katherine’s sister Lauretta Kneil, an Edmonton president,
noted Catholic women were not represented alongside
other denominations in government consultation meetings
concerning the settling of post-war immigrants, because
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there was no appropriate national organization. Lauretta
was advised to contact Bellelle Guerin, president of the
Catholic Women’s Club (CWC), in Montreal. Bellelle and
CWC members readily agreed with Lauretta that, given
the splendid service of women during the war, the time had
come for an organization of “Catholic women power” that
would be of far reaching value to the cause of women at large
and the church in particular. Bellelle’s plan was “to unite all
Catholic women in a bond of common fellowship for the
promotion of religious and intellectual interests and social
work; to foster among Catholics a right public opinion upon
questions of the day; the betterment of Catholic action; and
racial harmony among Catholics” (The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada Archives).
Catholic action was the reason for the formation of The
Catholic Women’s League of Canada, organized nationally
on June 17, 1920, bringing together several individual
councils from across Canada in Montreal. An executive
was elected and under the leadership of National President
Bellelle Guerin, organizational details were ironed out and
future activities were discussed. The League was granted
federal incorporation on December 12, 1923.
Once organized, the League flourished on a national
basis, with many thanks to Organizing Secretary Lauretta
Kneil, who obtained one year’s salary from the Knights of

Columbus in order to travel across the country to establish
a subdivision in every diocese. She was successful in
establishing 100 subdivisions during the League’s first year
of operation.
One of the League’s first acts was to pass Christian family
life resolution 1920.02 Against Divorce. Indeed, Christian
family life resolutions continued to come forward to each
convention for 100 years, particularly regarding divorce
public standards, birth control clinics and also about
establishing a junior League (still a current goal), study clubs,
and the Big Sister Movement.
There has been only one other national convention
missed in 100 years, in 1942 during the war. With the
national convention cancelled, National President Mrs. J.
A. McCabe addressed members over the radio. She stated,
“the lives of nations and of individuals are in crisis, and no
national individual can fight wholeheartedly unless he can
answer the question ‘What am I fighting for?’ As it is with
nations and individuals, so it is with our organizations and
with individuals within the organizations.”
Is this not so today with the challenges members are
facing with the COVID-19 pandemic. Members stay home
to stay safe, isolate from their friends and neighbours,
and even some family members to keep them safe, and
wear masks when in public. It is extremely disappointing
the membership could not meet in Montreal for the 100th
anniversary celebration. However, members are weathering
the COVID-19 pandemic together, and Canada is among the
world’s leading nations working collectively to minimize the
potential spread of the disease. Members are urged to pray
for this initiative’s success through the prayer Jesus gave us,
remembering it is deeply communitarian—there is no ‘I’ in
Our Father.

Perhaps take this gift of quiet time to read and celebrate
the League’s very interesting history and see how it has
been instrumental in forming the Canada members are so
privileged to be citizens of. Lots of history can be found on the
national website, cwl.ca. A copy of Sheila Ross’ Companions
on the Journey 1990-2005 is available for download, or try to
Google “Katherine Hughes” and “Lauretta Kneil” for lots of
interesting information.
May God bless and keep you until members can safely
meet again. Remember to be kind.

Mission Statement
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its
members to grow in faith, and to witness to the
love of God through ministry and service.

100th Anniversary Mementos
Do you need a bag to carry papers to
League meetings?
The Quebec 2020 convention committee has just what you need!
A soft sided brief case with embroidered crest, and front and
side zippered pockets to carry pens, sticky notes, a cellphone
and water bottle.

Price: $30.00 plus shipping.

100th ANNIVERSARY PINS
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Price: $10.00
plus shipping.

Please contact Janet McLean at (514) 631-5992 or 2020cwlmtl@gmail.com
for more information or to place an order.
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Spanning the Century with
the Education and Health
Standing Committee
Faith Anderson
National Chairperson of Education and Health
The League has sustained 100 years of service “For God
and Canada”. What a wonderful accomplishment! One can
only imagine the accomplishments and changes that have
occurred in those 100 years. Many achievements have been
realized in the education and health standing committee,
yet only a snapshot can be offered. Members have much to
celebrate!
Catholic education, whether through a Catholic school,
catechesis or Rites of Christian Initiation, provides the
stepping stones to living a good Christian life. Catholic
schools attached to parishes are scattered throughout
Canada. Members have realized the value of Catholic schools
and have supported them in a variety of ways.
Through two generous donations in 1988, and in response
to the call for lay formation in Pope John Paul II’s exhortation,
Christifideles Laici, the National Bursary Fund was born.
Since the fund’s inception, $287,322 in financial assistance
was provided to 705 members to further their studies.
The League has a long history of supporting Coady
International Institute through donations from parish
councils. In 1969, monies from the National Scholarship Fund
were sent to the institute, and in 1992, the fund was renamed
the Coady International Institute Fund. With funds donated
between 1968 to December 31, 2019, $932,737 had been
forwarded to support women in their studies at the institute.
Since 1934, 157 resolutions have been adopted by the
national council under this standing committee, and 37
remain active. The topics range from seat belts, abortion,
genetic engineering, disposal of nuclear waste, recycling of
waste, breast cancer, organ and tissue donation awareness,
palliative care, environmental concerns, water quality in
Canada and anti-bullying programs to name a few. The
resolutions are a fair reflection of issues members have been
concerned with for many decades.
The League partnered with Canadian Blood Services
(CBS) in the Partners for Life program. Members, using
the League’s number CATH011269, have helped many
individuals in life-threatening situations.
Through the national Mental Health Postcard campaign,
members voiced their concerns on mental health in Canada.
Councils were encouraged to utilize this postcard as they
reflected and became informed during Mental Health
Week, sponsored each year by the Canadian Mental Health
Association.
12
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Breast cancer accounts for approximately 25% of new
cancer cases and 13% of all cancer deaths in Canadian
women. The League has contributed $262,684 to breast
cancer research from 1993 to December 31, 2019.
In 2016 and continuing to 2020, the 12 Hours of Prayer for
Palliative Care Kit was provided to councils to pray for better
palliative care in Canada. In 2020, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, councils were invited to participate by organizing
an at home event. A Palliative Care Postcard was initiated to
allow members to voice concerns for uniform standards and
palliative care delivery.
As early as 1970, there was growing concern about the
environment and related health effects. In 2015, Pope Francis
released his encyclical Laudato Si’ (On Care For Our Common
Home). The national theme, Care for Our Common Home,
introduced in 2018, provided members with opportunities to
reflect and take action to protect the environment. Members
have been aware of and participated in Waste Reduction Week,
Earth Day and World Water Day. The National Water Pledge
Challenge was introduced to members, and more than
2,000 pledged to consciously be aware of water use in their
homes. Care for Our Common Home provided members with
opportunities to be active in cleaning their communities,
eliminating plastic straws, plastic bags, water bottles and
Styrofoam products, and planting trees to commemorate
the League’s 100th anniversary. Although the COVID-19
pandemic hampered this project, councils were encouraged
to participate in this initiative until the end of 2020. Together,
members make a difference.
Genetics is a complex topic. According to the MerriamWebster dictionary, the definition of genetics is “the genetic
makeup and phenomena of an organism, type, group, or

condition.” Members are familiar with genetically modified
organisms (GMOs)—living organisms whose genetic material
has been artificially manipulated through genetic engineering
in a laboratory. On the grocery shelf, certified non-GMO
products can be found. While genetic engineering of humans
is not yet a reality, with current advancements in gene therapy
and cloning, it is critical that Catholics are kept informed.

Members celebrate a century of advocating and acting
on issues that affect the community, country and world. The
education and health standing committee has highlighted
concerns significant to members and communities. Catholic
schools and education, wellness of members, environment and
the test of genetics on the Catholic faith are sure to be on the
radar of members going forward into the next century.

Legislation, a Sign of
the Times
Betty Colaneri
National Chairperson of Legislation

Throughout the past 100 years, legislation has played a
key role in shaping Canadian history. It has been fascinating
looking back over the years to see how legislation evolved
and adapted to society’s needs. This year, Canadians
witnessed a great need first hand; they watched in disbelief
as the nation faced a pandemic. No one could have
anticipated the unprecedented action of shutting the door to
their way of life. Yet in the midst of it all, legislation forged
ahead to put things in place to help the country endure. A
situation so grave the prime minister considered invoking
the Emergencies Act that had never been used before. The
act replaced the War Measures Act, which had been used
three times—during the first and second World Wars and
the 1970 October Crisis, Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
invoked it. It would have been an interesting turn of events
if the current prime minister invoked the act 50 years after
his father had done so. Instead, legislation such as Bill C-13
An Act respecting certain measures in response to COVID-19
was put into place to help Canadians. Future generations will
reflect on this legislation as a historic milestone.
Members are part of a long legacy of bold and
determined women that helped shape Canada’s history. By
speaking up for their rights, women were at the forefront
of many important human rights issues and core values
resulting in legislation being put into place. On January 27,
1914, Nellie McClung, a well-known writer and suffragette,
asked members of the legislature, “Have we not the brains
to think? Hands to work? Hearts to feel? And lives to live?
Do we not bear our part in citizenship? Do we not help build
the Empire? Give us our due!” The roaring 20s came with the
sound of women revving their engines as they took to the
road of equality for women. Most women finally had been
given the right to vote, but it was not enough. They wanted a
seat at the table! This desire formed the Famous Five.
Emily Murphy, a woman’s rights activist who had
become the first female magistrate in Canada and the

British Empire in 1916, had an idea. She wanted to address
the interpretation of the word “persons” in the British North
America Act (BNA Act) by sending a petition to the federal
government. She invited four other women activists, Nellie
McClung, Irene Parlby, Louise McKinney and Henrietta
Muir Edwards to her home in Edmonton to hear her plan.
Why only five of them one might ask? Section 60 of the
Supreme Court Act held the answer. A group of five persons
could petition the federal government to direct the Supreme
Court of Canada to interpret a point of law in the BNA Act.
On August 27, 1927, a letter was sent to the governor general
signed by the Famous Five. The following year, the Supreme
Court of Canada ruled that women were not “persons”
according to the BNA Act and, therefore, not eligible for
appointment to the senate. The Famous Five appealed the
decision and took it to the court of last resort for Canada, the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in London, England,
which reversed the court’s decision. What became known
as “The Persons Case” not only paved the way for women to
enter politics in Canada, but it gained legal recognition of
women as “persons,” preventing the law from misinterpreting
their rights. Cairine Wilson did not waste any time, and on
February 15, 1930, she was sworn in as Canada’s first female
senator.
From the Dominion Elections Act (1920), the Canadian
Bill of Rights (1960), the Canadian Human Rights Act (1977)
to the Anti-terrorism Act (2015), legislation certainly reflects
the sign of the times. The past century showcased so many
changes in legislation that members’ voices were a part of.
Even though Canada can feel like that family member one
shakes her head at, the hope remains that the past’s wrongs
will be made right as members continue to show their pride
and support. I am grateful to the Famous Five who fought to
make women “persons.”
This is a sign of the times. So, start your engines! Rev your
power and let them hear you roar!
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100 Years of Resolutions
Cathy Bouchard
National Chairperson of Resolutions

When the League began in 1920, Catholic women were
encouraging a Catholic Christian influence on society.
At that time, members’ predecessors saw the influence of
secularization in society and the country. Issues concerning
members then, concern members now. Members advocate
for human rights and social justice. Through resolutions,
members add their voice and support to promote awareness
and respond to political and social issues that affect
Canadians. Through resolutions, members endeavour to
offer support and assistance to the vulnerable, the needy and
the marginalized. Through these resolutions,
members speak to government on issues that
impact families and communities at home
and abroad. National council has adopted 936
resolutions over 100 years.
Spiritual development resolutions have
continued the priorities of peace, religious
freedom, preferential option for the poor
and women’s role in the church. Resolutions
honoured the Blessed Mother in Our
Lady of Good Counsel and Our Lady of
Guadalupe and interceded with prayer for
two Canadian women who became saints—
Kateri Tekakwitha and Marguerite Bourgeoys.
Members pledged support for the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops and committed to good liturgy at all League
levels.
Resolutions in organization have focused on revitalizing
the League and being in harmony with the church’s current
teachings.
Members have adopted numerous resolutions in the
Christian family life sphere on marriage and family, the
sanctity of life, ministry to youth, the disabled, seniors, and
persons widowed, separated or divorced. Members have
also supported vocations. While some resolutions have been
archived, the issues which became the topic for resolutions
remain crucial today—protection of all human life, gun
control laws, relations and support for Indigenous peoples.
The community life standing committee has a wealth
of resolutions from denouncing human rights abuses and
protection and support for victims of human trafficking.
Resolutions encouraged members to become informed about
the root causes of violence and pursue prevention strategies
directed toward a truly nonviolent society that respects the
dignity of all persons, including immigrants and refugees.
14
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Throughout the last century, resolutions have addressed the
dignity and rights of persons, social and economic justice,
refugees, immigration and citizenship, and developing
countries.
Education and health resolutions and briefs dealt with
various social concerns, from respect and protection of life
at all stages to ethical issues on reproductive and related
technology to protecting the environment. Resolutions looked
at members’ health, the health of their families and people in
their communities. Members examined the over-medication
of the elderly. Resolutions spoke to
becoming knowledgeable about the unique
needs of vulnerable persons so that they
could reach their full potential and share
their gifts of love and joy within their faith
community.
Resolutions in communications have
reflected members’ concerns for decency
in all realms of media from print,
television, radio, and movies to social
media. The League consistently objected
to all forms of pornography. Resolutions
have promoted the use of media for
evangelization and to promote the League.
“Since 1974, delegations have met with federally elected
officials, their policy advisors and staff, and sometimes
senators, to lobby for issues of social and economic justice.
The united voice of Catholic women across Canada echoes
the commitment to the sacredness of life from conception
to natural death as each delegation commits to furthering
the cause of justice in the world. Indeed, the clarity and
comprehensiveness of the resolutions pursued is admired
and respected in government as well as church circles” (The
Canadian League, spring 2020).
“A glance at the resolutions that have been adopted at the
annual national conventions has reminded members of what
is important and, as well, of their need to respond as women
of faith” (The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 19902005: companions on the journey). Resolutions have played a
significant part in the League’s work throughout the last 100
years. Through resolutions, policies have been established,
programs planned, and members’ concerns and views
expressed to government. The League has served the church’s
mission and been a Christian witness through resolutions and
will continue its mandate “For God and Canada.”

Where to Go to Find the
“Good Stuff” – the Archives!
Margaret Ann Jacobs
National Past President and Chairperson of Laws
Archives are the permanent history of the League. Library
and Archives Canada in Ottawa was originally set up to receive
all League archival materials. Once sent, materials may be
reviewed or copied there, but may not be removed. After
national office relocated to Winnipeg, some archival materials,
such as original letters, information about standing committees,
briefs, statements, press clippings, council histories and copies
of Constitution & Bylaws, were placed in the Archives of
Manitoba. For purposes of continuity and to maintain all records
in one location, archival information and documents shall now
be filed at Library and Archives Canada.
I have never been privileged to visit Library and Archives
Canada nor the Archives of Manitoba. I have been reminded
that although archival materials are stored at the national office
in Winnipeg, it cannot, in truth, be referred to as an “archive”
in the official sense of the word. Still, the national office does
house an enormous amount of history. It is where League files
are archived. One could spend hours and hours there reading
in amazement the amount of activity and accomplishments of
the League. It was where I found information for the League
supplement for the centennial anniversary and updates for the
League’s history.
Binders are carefully prepared to explain the filing
requirements for staff offices, storage cabinets and archives. Six
pages outline the various categories of information that are filed,
indicating who is responsible for them, what is kept, for how
long and where it is located.
Guidelines are available for national archives, the archives
committee terms of reference, list of archival material held at
national office, in Archives of Manitoba, Library and Archives
Canada in Ottawa and archival sales items and League pins. An
outline is available, including items currently in the file drawers
of the filing cabinets.
Along one whole wall, files are stored for all active councils
by diocese and council code. Files for disbanded/inactive
councils are filed in brown folders by diocese at the end of each
grouping. There is a separate shelf for all provincial and diocesan
council files. Each parish council file contains information
concerning its application for formation and charter, if it was
supplied by the council during the “council charter project”
undertaken some 25 years ago. Files also contain significant
anniversaries and parish rosters, contact names for executives
and online membership application forms.
Provincial files contain executive lists, life members list, per
capita fees charged for provincial and diocesan levels, history

books, noteworthy anniversaries and events. It is unnecessary
to file provincial annual reports, policies, procedures or
guidelines since they do not pertain to national activity. Not
all files are up to date, such as the disbanding of diocesan
councils in some provincial councils—which is a significant
and noteworthy event.
Copies of various publications are on file with bound
copies of significant documents. Separate bound copies are
to be kept of annual reports, minutes of all national executive
meetings and conventions, The Canadian League magazine
(sent to the Serial Records Unit under regulation of legal
deposit). Unbound copies are retained of each Resolution
Brief for Presentation to the Federal Government (Library
and Archives Canada), amended Constitution & Bylaws
(Library and Archives Canada), National Manual of Policy
and Procedure changes and transfer of life member’s current
file to life member deceased archival box upon death. Copies
of documents waiting for binding are kept securely in a filing
cabinet in the storage room. Much work is required of the
archives committee in this regard.
“Filing Requirements for Staff Offices, Storage Cabinets
and Archives” indicates who is responsible for what
material and where it is stored. An outline is given for each
responsibility explaining in further detail how this duty is to
be completed, what is to be kept, for how long and the location
of the information.
The office assistant is responsible for: archives; bursaries,
with a folder for required documentation; Book of Life;
deceased member protocol; general liability insurance; parish
council files; and parish council mailings.
The executive secretary is responsible for: committee
appointments; communiques; conference arrangements;
crest permissions; executive meetings; government meetings;
convention; League programs, prayers and workshops; League
publications; presidential travel; and resolutions.
The executive director is responsible for audited financial
statements, reports and documents of ad hoc committees,
official external correspondence, the Constitution & Bylaws
and the National Manual of Policy and Procedure.
It is an intriguing experience to delve into the materials
available at the national office. It is also challenging to know
there remains much to be done to update these files. Knowing
how important this information is causes me concern but
hopefully, the archives committee will have the opportunity
to invest the time required to honour these historical files.
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Alberta Mackenzie
Provincial Council
1942-2020
Honorary Life Member Marie Cameron and
Alberta Mackenzie life members

Although provincial councils began officially in 1948,
already in 1942, Edmonton Archdiocesan President Irene
Hawkes, had invited presidents of Calgary Diocese and Grouard
Vicariate (Grouard-McLennan Archdiocese as of 1968) to
initiate a provincial unit. It seemed only fitting as the League
itself was begun by Edmonton’s Katherine Hughes in 1912.
Along with other provincial councils, Alberta Provincial
Council became a member of the national organization in 1948
and was incorporated under the Alberta Societies Act. When St.
Paul Diocesan Council formed in 1956, it joined the provincial
council; Mackenzie Diocesan Council formed in 1959 and
joined the provincial council in 1964. By 1968, the provincial
council—now with five diocesan councils—had reached 10,639
members and the membership remained over 10,000 for many
years.
In 1942, assisting immigrant and refugee women was a
priority, along with examining provincial and federal issues.
While those priorities continue today, members’ education has
become a focus with the provincial council offering workshops
such as leadership, public speaking, environment, euthanasia,
palliative care, encyclicals, domestic violence, pornography,
resolutions, legislation, stem cell research, mentoring and
community building.
The first provincial project, “Cup of Coffee for CUSO”
(Canadian University Service Overseas), raised funds to sponsor
Albertans working in developing countries who reported on
their experiences at provincial conventions. In 1984, under
president Rose-Marie McCarthy’s direction, all parish councils
made banners to festoon the route travelled by Pope John Paul
II during his Edmonton visit. Other projects have included
assisting Alberta Catholic Welfare Association by providing
homes for foster children; helping maintain a Catholic
perspective in Alberta’s health care system; initiating SPIRITUS
(now GrACE–Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education) with
Knights of Columbus and Alberta Catholic School Trustees’
Association to preserve Catholic schools; raising over $100,000
for Newman Theological College; twinning southern parish
councils with northern ones; “Nickels for the North” funding
Mackenzie diocesan members to attend League conventions;
“Pennies for the Poor” assisting Catholic education and health
care needs in Burundi; organizing Catholic Girl Guides and
16
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later Catholic Girls’ Leagues; promoting parliamentary
procedure classes through which several members now serve
as parliamentarians; supporting Fort McMurray wildfire
emergency funding; urging provincial government to ensure
the seniors’ advocate be independent of political interference.
Members of the executive have met on occasion with the
provincial government to present briefs and discuss provincial
issues and national and provincial resolutions. Currently, the
president and president-elect meet annually with the five
Alberta Mackenzie bishops.
The provincial council has been blessed with many
dedicated spiritual advisors, with special mention of Fr. Walter
Krewski. Known for his good humour and hosting lively funfilled evenings, Fr. Krewski served 15 consecutive years, during
which time he was both spiritual director and, on designation
change, spiritual advisor.
In its early years, the provincial council awarded a
scholarship for the highest mark in English in the province.
More recently, the council makes two notable annual
presentations. The Elsie Yanik Award is named for a former
Mackenzie diocesan president and first recipient who
embodied the criteria of active leadership in her church,
council and northern communities. Elsie also received the
Order of Canada and awards from the provincial government.
The Fr. Walter Krewski Award is given annually to three parish
councils—for the largest increase in new members, the largest
increase in council membership, and for the highest percentage
increase in membership.
Provincial conventions rotated among the five diocesan
councils. In 1984, travel to the first ever provincial convention
in Mackenzie-Fort Smith was made possible because the
provincial president chartered a plane to Yellowknife for
members. A champagne breakfast on the flight was the
beginning of a very special convention remembered for its
northern hospitality, deep spirituality and perpetual sunshine.
National conventions have been regularly held in Alberta,
notably: 1948 Calgary (formation of provincial councils);
1986 Fort McMurray (furthest north ever); 1995 Edmonton
(celebrating national’s 75th anniversary); and 2012 Edmonton
(celebrating the 100th anniversary of the League’s beginnings
in Alberta).
Some past provincial presidents became national
presidents: Dr. Isabella Stevens, Ruth Cooney, Ardis Beaudry,
Marie Cameron and Agnes Bedard. Ardis and Agnes were also
North American regional vice-presidents of the World Union
of Catholic Women’s Organisations.
Some executive members have received honours: Life
Member Doreen Lecky who designed the League flag in 1990;
and Life Member Flore Shaw who received an honorary doctorate
for financing and educating music students in northern
Alberta.
After 78 years of dedication, Alberta Mackenzie Provincial
Council and its members continue to garner recognition for
their outstanding accomplishments in service, social justice
and adherence to the faith.

What on Earth is
a “Ditty Bag”?
Early CWL Councils
in B.C. & Yukon
In case you did not know, the League’s history goes back to
the war years of World War II.
“The War Years from 1939 brought new responsibilities
to the League and during Miss Riley’s term, then Vancouver
diocesan president, the Red Cross Unit of the League
came into existence. It was registered in October 1939 and
immediately organized into 15 parish groups in greater
Vancouver under convenership of Mrs. G.H.
Colson. Parishes outside Vancouver worked
in their local Red Cross Units and submitted
reports for inclusion in the overall League
reports.”
The League donated $600.00 ($11,067 in
today’s value) to the Lord Mayor of London’s
Fund, and altogether the archdiocese supplied
8,072 articles, of which 1,333 were donations
and 200 ditty bags. These bags were originally
called ditto bags because they “contained
at least two of everything, two needles, two
spools of thread, two buttons, etc.” They were
small boxes or bags in which a sailor kept
valuables such as letters, small souvenirs,
sewing supplies and toiletries.
At about that time, Catholic schools were
organized, and the children made many beautiful afghans for
the Canadian Red Cross. Also organized were home nursing,
first aid, and nutrition classes in which a member acted as a
liaison with the Canadian Red Cross. Convents were included
in this survival effort to provide food and shelter. When
the federal government introduced war savings stamps, the
League was allotted one quarter of the City of Vancouver.
Members canvassed every dwelling, presenting news of the
stamps to all, with most successful results. On the war bond
drive, wherever possible, a member on the local committee
actively engaged in the project, while Mrs. Colson was the
representative on the general committee.
At this time, there was full co-operation with the Knights
of Columbus in hut and canteen work, caring for evacuee
children and taking children into homes for the duration. At
the end of the war, Mrs. Colson was presented with a Red
Cross medal, which she accepted on behalf of the League.
Going back in time to 1924 following federal incorporation
of the League, the diocesan subdivision in the Archdiocese

Gisela Montague
Provincial President

Doreen Gowans
National Chairperson
of Communications

of Vancouver was authorized. Various local subdivisions
had been active for a few years before this but functioned as
separate entities.
The first significant undertaking was the establishment
of a home for immigrant and other working girls. In
these early days of the League, assistance was given to St.
Vincent’s Shelter for old homeless men, St. Francis Xavier
Chinese Mission, Catholic Japanese Mission,
St. Joseph’s Oriental Hospital and the BC
missions. The teaching of catechism to
Catholic girls in the Provincial Industrial
School for Girls was also undertaken.
Four years later, National Organizer Mrs.
A.J. Kemball, paid a visit to Vancouver when
there were nine councils—Vancouver, North
Vancouver, New Westminster, Kamloops,
Fernie, Revelstoke, Greenwood, Grand Forks
and Cranbrook. In 1929 Mrs. J. Fulton of
Kamloops became diocesan president, and
during her term study clubs were established.
Two new councils followed in Kelowna and
Vernon. In 1947 when Mrs. Fulton wanted to
go somewhere, she often did so on horseback,
making an overnight trip to Salmon Arm or
some other parish. However, it was in Fernie, where the first
council in British Columbia was started. Its inaugural yearly
report for their council states:
“Our society was organized on January 11th 1920, under
the name of the Catholic Women’s Club. We held this name
until our meeting of November 4th, when we affiliated with
the Catholic Women’s League of Canada and are now a duly
registered branch of this organization. We are also the first
branch of that order in British Columbia. In a letter under
date of December 17th, from Mrs. Armstrong, Dominion
Secretary of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, we are
informed that we have the honor to have our first President,
Mrs. Herchmer, appointed a member of the Dominion
Executive to represent the Province of British Columbia of
that Council.”
A few months later, May 3, 1921, the first Victoria
Cathedral Subdivision was organized under Miss Margaret
Fletcher’s leadership and chaired by Mrs. Ebbs-Camavan.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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“St. Andrew’s Cathedral Subdivision continued as the only
CWL unit until 1926, when Father Weed and Father Buckley
were desirous of having the women of their parishes of
Esquimalt and Oak Bay working under the banner of the
Catholic Women’s League of Canada.”
In the same year, the first councils of the Prince George
Diocese were formed, namely Prince Rupert and Prince
George.
Even further north at Sacred Heart in Whitehorse, Yukon,
the first diocesan council was installed July 17, 1954. The first
president was Mrs. P.G. Delaney and the first spiritual director
(as they were called then) was Rev. P. James Lynch.
Except the Lord Build the House… A History of Social
Concern, (A History of The Catholic Women’s League of

Canada 1920-1990) provides suggestions on the “Founding of
a Society” and lists desirable qualities of members.
Number two states, “The qualities required for efficient
membership are chiefly unselfish devotion to the League
and its work, a readiness to help in carrying out any general
decision of the League, even on the part of those who have
opposed its adoption, gentleness in discussion, patience with
opposition, courage in action and meekness in everything.”
These qualities still hold a lot of meaning for today. While
researching for this article, much was read about many
founders and leaders of councils. It makes us proud to belong
to this organization of Catholic women from across the nation,
especially as members celebrate this centennial year of its
existence.

A Brief History of New Brunswick
Provincial Council
June Brown
Provincial President
An organizational meeting was held in February 1948 in
Fredericton with delegates attending from the Archdiocese
of Moncton, Diocese of Saint John and Diocese of Bathurst.
Edmundston Diocesan Council joined in 1949.
Miss Grace L. Caughlin was elected president and served
until 1950, with the Rev. J. Arthur Burns serving as spiritual
director until 1954—both of whom were from the Diocese of
Saint John. The first annual convention was held in Moncton
in September 1948. At that time, there were roughly 3,800
members in the provincial council. Miss Caughlin went on to
serve as national president from 1958-1960.
Immigration was at the forefront in the late 1940s into
the 1950s. Members provided clothing, shelter, food, rosaries,
prayer books and companionship.
As members do today, the founding members paid close
attention to government proceedings and were active in
legislation and resolutions. Media was monitored closely
with letters sent to television and radio stations and theatres
concerning programming. Letters were also sent to government
for various reasons.
Parish councils supported Girl Guides companies and
Brownie Packs. Members were diligent in prayers, masses
offered, monies raised and scholarships presented. A disaster
fund was set up earlier on and continued until about 2008.
Workshops and leadership programs were made available to
members.
A statue of Our Lady of Good Counsel was purchased early
on and was presented yearly to the parish council that prepared
the best scrapbook. This practice continued until 1995, and the
last winner was St. Joseph Parish Council (Loch Lomond).
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The tradition of inviting federal, provincial and municipal
leaders to the annual convention’s opening mass has continued
to this day. A representative from the Knights of Columbus and
the pastoral council of the host parish council is also invited.
The 48th annual convention held in Perth-Andover in June
1995 saw the beginning of a memorial service for deceased
members and spiritual advisors. This service continues to be
held each year, honouring those who passed away over the
previous year.
For various reasons over the years, parish councils closed
and membership declined. There are currently 37 parish
councils with approximately 1,800 members. In 2016, after
much prayer and discernment, a decision was made to dissolve
the four diocesan councils. An instructed vote was taken and
the transition occurred in 2018. The provincial council was
divided into two regions with a chairperson elected for each
region.
Members are faithful to their calling to be members of this
great organization, and with the intercession of Our Lady of
Good Counsel, they forge ahead to be of service to their parish
and community. They are proud of National President AnneMarie Gorman from St. Patrick Parish Council (Stanley).
The current provincial president is June Brown from
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council (Saint John). The
spiritual advisor is Rev. Paul LeBlanc of Our Lady of Hope
Parish Council (Miramichi).
The provincial life member liaison is Joyce Green of St.
Francis of Assisi Parish Council (Lincoln). The first person to
hold this position was Frances Murray of Campbellton, who
was appointed in 1991.

Manitoba Throughout the Past 99 Years…
Provincial President Janet Brunger, Donna Candelaria and Jean Keating
The Winnipeg District Subdivision of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada formed on May 21, 1921, with
the support and encouragement of Archbishop A.A. Sinnott,
DD. (Winnipeg). “The organization meeting had been
somewhat hurried because of the importance of sending a
delegate to the first National convention held in Toronto in
June, 1921. Mrs. McNeil was the appointed delegate from
Winnipeg and Archbishop Sinnott requested that she extend
an invitation to the National Council to hold the 2nd National
Convention in Winnipeg in 1922.” This invitation was
accepted and the convention was held at the Royal Alexandra
Hotel. “Immigration was the main concern of the CWL in
its beginning and the Winnipeg Subdivision devoted many
hours to helping the newcomers, who were arriving in great
numbers daily from the European countries.” A large room
was rented at the Columbus Hall for $125.00 per month,
and for $750.00, members were able to furnish it. People in
need were welcomed, and members volunteered their time
and efforts willingly, took turns at being in the hall daily and
met the trains to greet newcomers. People needed homes,
clothing, employment and daily necessities.
In 1925, in response to an appeal from the church, the
League undertook to establish a hostel and partnered with
the Sisters of Service to create a home away from home for
many young Catholic women arriving in the city. During
the depression, members “continued their work with the
Sisters of Service, St. Joseph’s Orphanage, visiting the women
in jail and helping their families, or being Big Sisters to
their children.” Assistance was sent to the national council
towards the Regina Fund to help the drought sufferers in
Saskatchewan. In 1937 at the annual meeting of Winnipeg
Diocesan Subdivision, it was reported membership had
reached 300, and in 1945, it reached 650. During the war
years, members “joined with other organizations such as the
Central Volunteer Bureau, Red Cross Campaign, Prisoner of
War parcel depots, United Service Center doing canteen work
or wherever needed.” A committee of members met the trains
in Winnipeg and Brandon to greet returning servicemen,
serving refreshments to them as they passed through the
cities to their destinations. Bales of clothing for the children
of war-stricken families were collected, packed and shipped
overseas, as many as 3,000 articles going in one shipment.
They helped the Knights of Columbus raise money and took
part in the Red Shield War Fund’s door-to-door campaign.
Members took part in home-based knitting and sewing
groups to aid the war effort and opened their homes to men
away from home, inviting them for dinner or a social evening.
In 1948, the revised constitution was introduced and

implemented, mandating that the League would operate under
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’ direction.
Manitoba Provincial Council formed, and it was further
mandated that, “Parish subdivisions were guided by the
Diocesan subdivision; the Diocesan subdivision by the
Provincial Council and the Provincial by the National
Council.” Following the consolidation of all parish
subdivisions, membership in Manitoba was reported to be
1,345.
St. Boniface Diocesan Council was organized on April 23,
1949. Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan Council was organized on
September 28, 1951.
During the 1950s, the League’s focus was on the family,
and studies were undertaken on Christian family life, birth
control, and the position of the bishops on these issues.
During the 1960s, members were urged to “be an apostle
in helping to restore the family to the status intended by
God.” Members organized campaigns and lobbies to object
to questionable literature and pictures on television and in
the theatres.
Florence Fabris, of St. John Brebeuf Parish Council in
Winnipeg, became national president in 1968.
In 1970, Manitoba Provincial Council’s membership was
at 1,906, and in 1979, membership reached 2,007. During the
1970s, the members joined together to introduce programs
to maintain the stability of the family. The 1980s were
dedicated to faith, family and the opposition to abortion.
In 1988, Evelyn Wryzykowski of Christ the King Parish
Council in St. Boniface became national president and was
subsequently a charter member of Notre Dame de Lorette
Parish Council in Lorette.
In 1991, the Catholic Foundation of Manitoba honoured
the provincial council, la Ligue Féminine Catholique du
Manitoba (no longer in existence) and the Ukrainian
Catholic Women’s League of Canada with the presentation
of the Caritas Award, which was accepted by provincial
president Mary Bennett.
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Servants of Humanity—
a History of the
Military Ordinariate
Provincial Council

Tawnya Stringer
Provincial President

League parish councils existed on Canadian military bases
before the creation of the Military Vicariate Provincial Council.
Military family members had established active base councils
in Centralia, Ontario (1948), Clinton, Ontario and St. Hubert,
Quebec (1950), Summerside, Prince Edward Island (1952)
and Greenwood, Nova Scotia (1953). It was less than ideal as
diocesan council and spiritual communications were with the
nearest geographic Catholic diocese, which created confusion
of direction for spiritual advisors and a need to “start all over
again” whenever the military member and family moved from
one province or diocese to another.
The seeds were sown for a separate provincial council
in approximately 1959 when Air Commodore JP Davignon
discussed the possibility of a Military Vicariate Diocesan
Council with National Spiritual Director Archbishop F.J. Klein
(Saskatoon). Fr. Davignon believed the military community’s
needs would be best met with a distinct diocesan council. He
saw this endeavour to fruition when, in 1964, the application
to become a diocese with provincial status was granted at the
national convention in Charlottetown. National President Miss
Catherine Toal expressed her wish that “… they will enjoy the
warm association of CWL membership when they move from
one base to another.”
On April 25, 1965, the first organizational meeting was
arranged by Fr. Davignon at RCAF Station Uplands with
invitations for councils in Quebec and Ontario to send members.
Attendees signed the charter, and newly elected officers were
sworn in—the Military Vicariate Provincial Council was on its
way!
For the next four years, president Kathleen McCrossin
worked tirelessly, building the foundation on which the Military
Ordinariate Provincial Council now proudly stands. Bringing
Ontario and Quebec councils together to develop a sense of
sisterhood and belonging was fairly easy; however, including
western and eastern councils proved more difficult. Minutes,
briefs and communication were shared with all base chapels,
building awareness of the Military Vicariate. Kathleen toured
Canada extensively, visiting Ontario councils in Borden,
Trenton, Downsview, Centralia, Clinton, Uplands and Rockcliffe
in 1966. The western councils of Comox and Holberg in British
Columbia; Edmonton, Calgary, Penhold in Alberta; Moose Jaw
in Saskatchewan and Rivers and Westawin in Manitoba were
visited in 1967. New councils in Petawawa, Ontario and Shannon
Park, Nova Scotia, were also formed that year. During Kathleen’s

tenure, she corresponded with four councils at Zweibrücken,
Soest and Baden in Germany and Metz in France. In 1968, she
attended a mini-convention of the overseas councils.
The first Military Vicariate convention was held in June
1967 in Chateauguay, Quebec, with the theme Servants of
Humanity. The development of procedures and plans was
highlighted. Delegates also adopted a resolution to request a
standardized Canadian education system, still an important
issue for military families today. That resolution was adopted
at the national convention and presented to the federal
government.
In only four years and with Fr. Davignon’s assistance,
(spiritual advisor until 1970), Kathleen and her team
established a solid foundation that has stood firm for 55
years. The Military Vicariate became the Military Ordinariate
Provincial Council in 1987 as a result of Pope John Paul II’s
papal statement, “Spiritual Care of Military People.” In 2000,
the provincial council established the Kathleen McCrossin
Exceptional Service Award.
Over the years and along with other worthy efforts,
resolutions have championed the needs of military personnel
and their families (1999.07 Support for Canadian Forces
Personnel Negatively Affected by Participation in the Gulf
War, 2001.06 Spousal Benefits Under the Canadian Forces)
as well as fundraising and donations in support of military
missions and personnel. Members naturally acquire a deep
love for their communities and a passion for local, national and
international issues. Base councils support local initiatives to
the benefit of both the council and community.
Throughout the provincial council’s history, there have
been base councils at 54 locations, in every province, the
Yukon, Germany and France. As of 2020, the honour of being
the oldest remaining active base council goes to Greenwood,
Nova Scotia, having formed in 1953. The reduction in the
strength of the Canadian Armed Forces resulted in fewer
military bases and reduced the number of councils. The
constant evident in provincial council members remains a
strong commitment “For God and Canada”.
Members continue to bloom where they are planted,
standing on a firm foundation of women leaders and spiritual
advisors who have blessed others with their service. Their
dedication provides hope and inspiration as Servants of
Humanity.
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Theresa Winchester
Life Member

Coreena Cole
Life Member

My League Journey
Lidwina Critch
Life Member, Newfoundland and Labrador

“We come from the north and south, east and west, most
of us women who have never met before, who have never
heard each other’s names, yet with one Faith in our souls as
we hold one Hope for one Heaven, we clasp each other’s hands
impelled by one desire: the glory of Christianity and the
benefit of our fellow beings. We have come together for our
unification and for the wisest direction of our energies.” These
words of vision are quoted from an address by Miss Bellelle
Guerin at the first Dominion convention held in Toronto
in 1921. For 100 years, the League has welcomed women
striving to live out their baptismal call and participate in
ministry within church and society.
My League journey began in Canada’s youngest province,
Newfoundland and Labrador, in 1980, when a teacher friend
of mine said, “You should join the Catholic Women’s League.
I will pick you up for our next meeting.” Having grown up in
a small parish community and moved to the city, I missed its
sense of belonging and the companionship of women of faith.
It quickly became apparent that the League was where I could
live my baptismal call in the company of like-minded women.
In my forty years as a member, I have served in every
position of a parish council, been a regional representative,
held various positions on the provincial council and
been provincial president twice. After receiving my life

membership in 2003, I served on the national resolutions
committee for two years. Fulfilling my League promise, I
have promoted League programs and its interest and growth,
from Spirituality: A Day of Discovery to the Joy of the Gospel
and Laudato Si’. I have been a part of the Vision Program,
Project GROW, Catch the Fire! and S’mores. Recently, I took
part in promoting and introducing the strategic plan to the
membership. I have loved every moment of it!
I am thankful for the many opportunities I have
experienced through the League. I am humbled to be able
to share my gifts and talents with women of faith in my little
corner of the world and the wider community, through my
interest in resolutions. Through the many issues addressed
there, I have gained new and valuable insights I would not
have gained anywhere else. As women, we have much to
offer the League and the League gives back to us. It can teach
self-confidence and leadership skills. We learn to be “women
of action” and doers.
I have encountered many beautiful souls who have
encouraged and mentored me along my way in my
journey. I value my many League sisters—life-long friends
whose commitment is an inspiration. I am richer for their
friendship. As a group, we can accomplish so much.
The very first national resolution, 1920.01 Social Study
Circles, reads, “Resolved, in view of the complexity of
present-day social conditions it was advisable that in all
centres where the CWL is established a social study circle
should be formed as soon as possible.” Wow! This does speak
to me! As present-day media is fond of saying, members
are indeed living in complex, unprecedented times. Are not
our hearts touched to reach out to meet the needs we see
in society today? There are those suffering from poverty,
homelessness, sickness and disease, and refugees who
need our caring and compassionate concern. Society needs
women who value human rights and the dignity of each
human being. The planet is groaning in distress. Is not the
cry of the earth, also the cry of the poor? “The joys and the
hopes, the griefs and the anxieties…, especially those who
are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes,
the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ” (Gaudium
et Spes). Members can bind up the earth’s wounds and its
people with love, joy, peace and justice. The challenge is for
us and those mentoring us, to carry the torch into the next
century of the League.
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The League Life—Betty Anne
Brown Davidson’s Story
Betty Anne Brown Davidson
Honorary Life Member

It all began in 1972 when I was 27 years old, the mother
of four little girls between the ages of one and five years. I
was a stay-at-home mom because I had an entrepreneurial
husband who was very busy settling into his own business
in Toronto. But I needed something more... my spiritual life
needed stimulating. I needed something to think about and
so, I phoned the parish asking if there might be a bible study
group I could join.
This was in St. Joseph’s Parish, Highland Creek, Ontario.
Father Keena came to visit “for tea” one afternoon. The
children had never experienced a priest in the house before.
I had them dressed in their prettiest dresses and asked
them to use their best manners. When Father came, we
sat in the “good” room (the
lovely living room that was
only used at Christmas or
for adult parties). The more
he and I spoke, the more
the girls wanted to show off
what they could do; they
wanted to perform for him
because this is what they did
every time the grandparents
came to visit. “Look at me
Father,” said one of them as
she twirled off the arm of
the sofa.
I think Father knew what
I needed. He said to me, “My
dear, you don’t need a study group, you need the CWL.” “Oh
Father,” I replied, “that’s only for blue-haired ladies. I’m 27
years old.” “I will have Ann Marks pick you up tomorrow
night and take you to the CWL meeting,” he said. And so, I
arranged a babysitter and waited for this woman I had never
met before to take me to a meeting of women I had also never
met. Ann was talkative, breezy and delightful. It turns out
that she was chairing the next bazaar, and had organizing
things to do at that meeting. She sat me down and introduced
me to someone who would talk to me. I was interested in
the idea of a knitting table at the bazaar and offered to knit
a baby sweater.
As Ann dropped me off back home, we sat in her car
chatting about spiritual things for about a half hour. I was on
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fire! My soul had found its home. She promised to pick me up
the following month and the month after that.
The third month, Ann forgot to pick me up. I waited
and waited… and thought to myself, “If you want to get
yourself somewhere, you had better learn to drive a car and
be able to get yourself there.” That night, my life changed.
I learned to drive a car very soon afterwards and I became
independent. I ultimately learned the geography of Toronto,
the archdiocese, and the province—anywhere my car would
take me.
Not only that, I loved and flourished under the
opportunities the League offered to young mothers. That
year, I attended a development day in Toronto on “Children
the Challenge,” led by a wellknown child psychologist. He
was speaking my language
and about my plights with
this growing family. A year
or so later, I ventured to my
first convention, held at the
Royal York Hotel in downtown
Toronto. The members were
so friendly, so happy, so
interested in current issues
that concerned me too. I felt
like a whole new world had
opened up. I was hooked; I had
caught the League’s fire.
As the years passed, I
attended a six-week public speaking course, the first one
ever taught by Life Member Joan Hastie. In February/March
in the parish hall, Joan drove all the way across the City of
Toronto in winter weather to teach us. I learned a few “tricks”
and gained confidence in myself.
One time when praying in St. Michael the Archangel
Church in Belleville, I beheld a flash of light coming through
a very high window in the ceiling, I heard a voice say,
“President of the Catholic Women’s League.” Pardon me? I
had no such ambitions whatsoever. “Sure Lord, if that is what
you want...”
Another time, I walked part of the Camino de Santiago in
Spain where one is supposed to “hear the message that will
sustain you for the rest of your life.” I had walked for a week

and heard nothing. Apparently “the road will speak you.”
Nothing. Then one afternoon, as I walked alone in a deep
forest, I was seized by a fear like I had never known:
• What if someone jumps out of the bushes, hits you,
drags you into the undergrowth and attacks you?
• No one would find me. No one would know.
• Oh my gosh, I had never been so scared in my life as I
thought of my children at home, my loved ones…
Then I heard a voice in my head, “Haven’t I always been
with you? What makes you think I would leave you now”?
And as I kept walking, one step at a time, very soon far in
the forest behind me, I heard the laughter of one of the
group’s guides. Whew, finally I was safe. I did not need to
be afraid. I would just wait for the group. I was on the right
path.
Those words have truly sustained me for the rest of my
life. Ultimately, that led to presidencies at the parish, then
regional, followed by diocesan, provincial and in the end,
national levels of the League.
Me, little me with all my inhibitions and inadequacies.
It was hard to believe the wonders the Lord had in store for
me. He gave me opportunities, wonderful people to work
and learn with, and to accomplish things I could never have
imagined that day when I phoned the parish asking if there
was a bible study group.
The highlights?
✔ The friends I have made across Canada, good women
with deep, varied talents and spiritualties. Oh the fun
we had…
✔ Respectful friendships with good priests and bishops.
Oh their generous hearts…
✔ The idea that presidency is a “we”—three women, the
past president, the president and the president-elect.
We are all in this together. No decision, no action was
undertaken without the consultation between the “we.”
✔ The March for Women in 2000 when I was provincial
president, made me face my fears and do it anyway.
Many members had been against the League’s
involvement, but the bishops had asked us to participate
because they could not do so. Oh the flack we faced!
But that day in Ottawa, the archbishop of Ottawa
invited my friend, Life Member Moira Ste. Marie and
I to come up and sit around the altar in the basilica
as four bishops said mass before the march began. To
stand in solidarity with women who had been abused,
trafficked, mistreated was a privilege.
✔ Nationally, it was a beautiful time. The Catch the Fire!
program was introduced for members to experience the
wonder and excitement of membership.
o Governor General of Canada David Johnston
invited me to be part of his delegation at the
installation mass of Pope Francis in Rome.
o For six years, I was part of a small committee that
visited elected members of the federal government
to discuss resolutions of deep concern to members.

o

We urged action that would prompt change on
many issues, e.g. the harmful effects of the use of
pesticides on lawns and golf courses.
Now that I am “out to pasture,” I find myself a delighted
president of my small, rural parish council of St. Gregory
the Great in Picton. I am happy living and breathing this
beautiful Christian life of a Catholic woman hoping to make
things better “For God and Canada.”

In Praise of God
by Man and Nature
(Irene Sheppard, St. Patrick Parish Council,
Carbonear, Newfoundland and Labrador)

Every morning when I open my eyes,
The very first thing I see,
Outside the bedroom window
There’s a beautiful tree.
Arms reaching toward the sky
Praising its maker, and I think, so must I
For the very same God who made this tree
Created us all, you and me.
So I vow to do the best that I can
To praise Him by helping my fellow man.
So when the night comes, and I close my eyes
To pray and thank God for another day
With its ups and downs and all that is good.
He will know I did the best I could.
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A Nova Scotian History
of the League
Life Member Ann Myers
Kentville, Nova Scotia

With the influx of immigrants from Europe during the
post-World War I era, there arose a need for Catholic women
to welcome the immigrants to guide and instruct them in
faith. At the invitation of the Archbishop E. J. McCarthy
(Halifax), Mrs. J. C. (Alice Egan) Hagen accepted the
responsibility of gathering Catholic women together to form
the Halifax sub-division of the Catholic Women’s League
on November 25, 1919. The Catholic Women’s League of
Canada was formed on June 17, 1920, with the Halifax subdivision as one of seven sub-divisions in Canada—along
with Sherbrooke, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Regina and
Toronto. The first meeting of the Halifax Diocesan Council
was held on March 14, 1922, with representatives from
the sub-divisions of Yarmouth and Windsor. St. Ambrose
in Yarmouth was formed August 26, 1921 and St. John’s in
Windsor was formed in 1922. Yarmouth was included in the
Halifax Diocesan Council until the 1950s when the Diocese
of Yarmouth was formed, and Mrs. Frances LeBlanc became
the first president of the Yarmouth Diocesan Council in 1955.
The Yarmouth Diocesan Council ultimately was dissolved
along with the Halifax Diocesan Council in 2012 when the
new Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth was created. Eloise
Mailman and Carol Conrad became co-presidents of the new
Halifax-Yarmouth Diocesan Council.
In 1921, St. Ninian Parish Council was formed as the first
in the Diocese of Antigonish, followed by parish councils in
Sydney (Holy Redeemer) and Glace Bay (St. Anne) in 1922.
The Antigonish Diocesan Council was formed in 1922 with
Mrs. F.J. Murphy as its first president. Parish councils from
North Sydney, Sydney Mines and Louisbourg were also
formed that year. Some of these would lapse after several
years but would eventually reorganize.
It was not until 1948 that the organization of the Nova
Scotia Provincial Council came into being to coordinate
activities in the province, with the first provincial president,
Mrs. Agatha MacAdam from Sydney.
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Working with and greeting the immigrants’ arrival
continued until the 1970s when there were changes in the
federal immigration policy and persons entering Canada
no longer had to state their religion. To counteract this, the
Atlantic Regional Inter-Faith Immigration was formed in
Halifax, with representation from each denomination. This
committee was tasked with receiving lists of new immigrants
and to organize inter-faith personnel to welcome and assist
newcomers. This activity was by no means the only activity
for the participation of members. In Antigonish Diocesan
Council, members have been consistent and significant
supporters of Coady International Institute (Coady), located
in the diocese. Donations to Coady began with $1,000 in
the 1960s and continued to more than $20,000 a year from
members throughout Canada. All parts of the province
participated greatly with the war effort in the 1940s with
prayers, masses for peace and victory and by assisting the
Canadian Red Cross, to name a few.
Numerous resolutions have been prepared by members
that reflect the broad interests of the League. In the 1930s,
resolutions were faith-based in nature since they resolved to
set aside All Saints Day as a day to receive holy communion
for the intentions of Pope Pius XI and the adoption of Our
Lady of Good Counsel as protectress of the League. In the
1950s, there were resolutions concerning support for Polish
participants in revolt for bread and a better way of life,
domestic training in schools and educational advantages
for girls. Others included that Red China not be admitted
to the International Security Council and members should
continue to be watchful over the content of radio and
television. In more recent years there have been resolutions
on mental health in adolescents and nursing home placement
by crisis priority.
To end this, the title of the book written on the
th
50 anniversary of the Nova Scotia Provincial Council,
Always Giving, is an apt description of members’ lives lived
for 100 years in Nova Scotia.

Small, But Mighty!
Provincial Chairperson of Spiritual Development Elaine Black, Provincial Chairperson of Communications
Cathy Favaro and Provincial President Shirley Pierce
The history of the League in Prince Edward Island
is marked by generous women dedicated to the League,
investing in worthy causes, working “For God and Canada.”
If it had not been for a pair of sisters from Emerald, Prince
Edward Island, the League may never have existed! As per
the history of the League entitled, Except the Lord Build the
House… A History of Social Concern, compiled in 1990 by
then Executive Director Valerie J. Fall, the first Canadian
woman mentioned in the history was Katherine Hughes.
When Katherine had become aware of and interested in the
Catholic Women’s League while travelling in England, she was
residing in Edmonton. What the history neglected to say is
that she was born and raised in Prince Edward Island. Hughes
wrote, “The foundation of the Catholic Women’s League may
be said to have got into active operation after the meeting of
April 19, 1913, in Edmonton. [Letter to the Editor, Halifax
Evening Mail, July 17, 1920]. She retained a strong affection
for “the healthy acorn of 1912 which would grow into the ’big
oak’ of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada in 1920.” Her
sister, Lauretta Kneil, was with the Women’s Division of the
Canadian Immigration Department
of Ottawa and noted that every
denomination was represented
except Catholic women. Lauretta
contacted Bellelle Guerin, president
of the Catholic Women’s Club of
Montreal, and the rest, as they say, is
history. How pertinent that Lauretta,
dominion organizer with the newly
formed Catholic Women’s League
helped to organize the Charlottetown sub-division!
In September 1922, interested women from the east and
west met with others in Charlottetown to organize a diocesan
sub-division on Prince Edward Island. The League continued
to add sub-divisions as interest grew. In 1924, the eight
councils were instrumental in forming The Little Flower Club
which eventually became the girl guides on the island. One
hundred girls joined the club and support for the girl guides
continued for many years. For many members, the League’s
regular and annual meetings offered them an opportunity to
spend time with church friends and work on worthy causes.
In 1949, the League had 250 honorary memberships with the
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame and Sisters of St.
Martha. In the 1960s, there were more than 3,925 members in
52 councils across the island.
During World War II, a resolution was adopted that
requested chapels be established on Canadian military base
stations.
Interestingly, decades later in 2000, Elaine Black (nee

Gallant), formerly of Souris and currently of Cornwall, would
become the Military Ordinariate provincial president while on
the CFB Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan airbase. Elaine’s mother,
Clarisse Gallant, of Souris, and formerly of Oyster Bed Bridge,
was a member for decades. Today, five of Elaine’s sisters
and six of her sisters-in-law are members. Her daughter,
Nanette, who presently serves in the Canadian Forces as a
medic, is a member of the Military Ordinariate council at
CFB Shearwater. Through Nanette, the League in Prince
Edward Island was able to send useful items to orphanages
in Afghanistan and Sierra Leone. Elaine was the general
chairperson (co-chairperson was Laurie Smythe) of the
annual national convention in Charlottetown in 2017. It was
the 150th anniversary of the Charlottetown meeting to discuss
confederation, attendance was large and island hospitality
was at its best! Members of the Military Ordinariate
Provincial Council assisted Prince Edward Island Provincial
Council significantly in hosting two national conventions.
The Gallant’s are just one of multiple family units within the
councils, united in faith, family and
community.
Throughout the past 98 years,
members have supported many issues,
such as the sanctity of life, poverty,
family life, and palliative care, to name
a few. As a provincial council, members
are especially proud of two initiatives.
In 1946 a fund was set up to grant
scholarships to 12 young women, a
scholarship that still exists today. Since 1985 the provincial
council has worked with the Knights of Columbus annually in
hosting a pilgrimage to the Canadian Martyrs Shrine.
The League is an immense support to the priests and
parishes. To quote Fr. Brian R. MacDougall, “In my 38 years
as a priest and now, as the CWL Provincial Spiritual Advisor
in PEI, I can acknowledge the invaluable contribution of
the CWL members to the life and vibrancy of our Catholic
parishes. They are women of faith, hope and love. They
provide generous service to our parishes and parishioners.
As a priest (pastor) I know that I can always count on their
support and assistance in addressing the needs of our
parishioners.”
As in many areas across the country, membership numbers
in the provincial council have reduced significantly; there are
now 33 active councils, but members are still committed to
God and Canada, the Objects of the League, and creating a
public awareness of important and current issues.
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QUEBEC!
La Belle Province!
Jasmine Zitouni
Interim Provincial Chairperson of Communications
How aptly named, as the first parish council was started
in Quebec in the city of Montreal. It was 1920 and the
first president was Miss. Bellelle Guerin. And so began the
greatest organization of Catholic women across the nation
for these 100 years.
Quebec Provincial Council today has 18 parish councils.
Each brings its unique gifts, shared with members who speak
English, French and many other languages, and make it work!
With the removal of religion in schools in 2008 many
members went to work supporting faith education for parish
children. The League played a significant part as catechists
and gave financial support for supplies needed. Members
attended the sacraments and picked up where the schools
left off.
As members are women rooted in gospel values, they are
also rooted in traditions. In Quebec City, an activity Brenda
O’Connor came up with was to have members bring in
their wedding gowns and christening sets. Some members’
daughters were asked to
put on the dresses. It
was incredible to see
how different wedding
dresses were throughout
the years.
Lydia V. Fielding from
St. Luke’s Parish Council
(Dollard-des-Ormeaux)
shared an incredible
event held in 1939—a full
theatrical presentation
of
“Characters
of
Reformation.”
Each
character was played by
a member, including the
male characters. It was
presented at the famed
Windsor Hotel in Montreal. As can been seen from the
pictures, it was a full production with costumes. Quite
impressive.
St. Joseph’s Chapel in Shannon, Quebec, was inaugurated
in 1944. The women of the municipality were eager to put
themselves to work “For God and Canada,” and St. Joseph’s
Parish Council was founded in 1951, with Mrs. Mary Anne
Conway as the first president.
As women of prayer, each council has kept prayer lines
going throughout the years. Some provincial councils
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announced a day and time each week or month that
members can recite a specific prayer or the rosary to
pray together in a united voice. In Quebec, members are
fortunate to have attended many pilgrimages to beautiful
sites such as St. Joseph Oratory, Shrine of Sainte-Anne-deBeaupré, The Shrine of St. Kateri Tekakwitha in Kahnawake,
Sanctuaire Notre-Dame-du-Cap and many more.
Over the years many councils held cookbook
fundraisers—a treasure to have and a wonderful way to
remember League sisters. Members are all good cooks!
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Council
(Chateauguay) has the distinction of collecting during its
CWL Sunday mass, for 20 years now, donations to cancer
research. The council has donated a total of $7,895 to La
Fondation Anna-Laberge throughout the many years and it
hopes to get to $10,000.
The national centenary HUG (Helping, Understanding,
Giving) Project brought out the best from members. Good
Shepherd Parish Council
(Brossard) participated in
the project by donating
HUG packages filled with
personal items, pajamas,
towels and more to Pavilion
Marguerite de Champlain
women’s shelter. Giving
to women’s shelters is,
unfortunately, one of the
League’s newer projects. In
early times when women
suffered in silence, the
League recognized this
important work not just for
women in the community
but also for members.
The
League
has
persevered in Quebec despite being predominantly a
French speaking province. Bill 101, or the Charter of the
French Language as it is also known, was introduced by the
first-ever Parti Québécois government in 1977. However,
being women of great faith, councils merged in conventions
and in parish meetings to spread the good news to all
women of devotion without issue.
C’est ce que nous demandons par Notre Seigneur JésusChrist et l’intercession de notre patronne, Notre-Dame du
Bon Conseil. Amen.

The History of
the Catholic Women’s
League in Saskatchewan
Margaret Schwab
Saskatchewan Provincial Past President

Although Saskatchewan Provincial Council was
established in 1948 when the national council changed
the Constitution & Bylaws to add the provincial level to its
structure, the League’s roots in Saskatchewan go back to 1919.
At that time, a subdivision (parish council) of the League was
organized at Holy Rosary Parish in Regina by a small group
of six women.
The Holy Rosary Sub-division was followed by other subdivisions in Moose Jaw and Milestone with the organization
of the Regina Diocesan Council in 1923. The Prince
Albert Diocesan Council was established in 1924 with the
establishment of sub-divisions in both the cities of Prince
Albert and Saskatoon. The Diocese of Prince Albert was later
divided into two in 1933; Prince Albert and Saskatoon, and in
1936, the Saskatoon Diocesan Council was born.
Muenster Diocese was established in 1927, along with
its first two sub-divisions in Humboldt and Bruno. Several
parishes in the fifth Saskatchewan Diocese of Gravelbourg
formed subdivisions under the Regina Diocesan Council in the
1940s. These were transferred to a newly formed Gravelbourg
Diocesan Council in 1951. Today, after the changes made
to the diocesan structure in 1998, three diocesan councils
remain—Regina, Prince Albert and Saskatoon.
With the establishment of a provincial committee in 1943,
Mrs. Ellen Drake, Regina diocesan president, was appointed
as chairperson and served in that role until 1948. She became
the first provincial council president, a position she held until
1951.
Ellen Drake truly was a dedicated member of this new
League. She was well known for writing a letter to the
provincial minister of health, in which she brought attention
to what she felt was an omission in his selection of an advisory
committee for the Saskatchewan Health Service Planning
Committee. She said that, “a review of the personnel of the
committee reveals that the Catholic women of this province
have no representative among the names mentioned in the
press. May I draw your attention to the fact that ours is not
an ordinary church organization; but is a council of Catholic
women functioning similarly to the Provincial Council of
Women… we, in common with all others are vitally interested
in any program of public health planned by our government,

and can make valuable contribution to this work.”
At the provincial convention in 1950, Provincial Director
Bishop Philip Pocock (Saskatoon) presented Ellen Drake with
a green gavel, a symbol of the participation of the League in
the mission of the hierarchy. That green gavel is still in use by
the provincial president today.
So began a long history of strong women working
within the League. Ellen Drake went on to become national
president, as did other former provincial presidents Jean
Mahoney, Heather (Leier) Kolla, Claire Heron, Vivian Bosch
and Velma Harasen.
In the provincial council’s early years, nine convenors
reported to the provincial president: spiritual, social action,
organization, study clubs, resolutions, legislation and girl
guides. A report to the convention of 1958 showed 27
Catholic girl guide companies with 394 members and 22
Catholic brownie packs with 361 members.
The provincial council has been fortunate to have several
national spiritual advisors, Bishop Francis Klein (Saskatoon),
Bishop James Mahoney (Saskatoon) and Abbot P. Novecosky
(St. Peter’s Abbey). One past provincial spiritual advisor, Fr.
G. Schachtel, wrote the League Prayer used throughout the
country.
In 2007, the provincial council established the CWL
Social Justice Award, given to a young woman annually to
assist with a social justice project.
Members have a long history of writing resolutions on
many topics such as macular degeneration, violence on
television, national strategy on child care, breast cancer,
chrysotile asbestos, salacious literature, developing countries
and water, and protection of farmers’ rights to save seeds.
In 1985, membership reached a high of 13,762, while
today, unfortunately, there is one-half that number. Even
though the membership has declined and the average
age has increased, one thing never changes; members are
enthusiastic, concerned about social justice and have a great
love for the League.
To quote Jean Mahoney at the 1974 provincial
convention, “There is a spirit common to all CWL members
that we have an obligation to express joy among God’s
people.” Well said!
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We are Christ’s Hands
and Feet
Eva Arsenault
St. James Assiniboia Parish Council, Winnipeg

I felt helpless watching the news about the COVID-19
pandemic until some of my friends (sister members) decided
to do something to help.
On April 3rd, in the early days of the pandemic, Annette
Kohut received an alarming e-mail from her daughter
Sharon, a nurse in the maternity unit at Wetaskiwin Hospital,
located 70 kilometres south of Edmonton, Alberta. Sharon
explained the nurses on her floor were running out of
protective gear—scrub hats and masks. She asked Annette
for assistance in obtaining these crucial items to help staff
through this crisis.
Annette and I considered what we could do. I
no longer had a
sewing machine,
so I volunteered
to find a supplier
and
purchase
cotton and elastic
to make masks and
hats, and to cut the
material.
We had no
pattern for the
scrub hat. Andrea
is
a
clothing
designer, so she was
asked to design and
write instructions.
A young wife and
mother of two
small children (all
self-isolating at
home), she spent
numerous hours
working on this
project. Within two
days, she presented
the
pattern,
instructions and
two sample scrub
hats.
In the meantime, Annette searched the Internet for the
best possible design for the masks—something effective and
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comfortable. She combined several patterns and settled on
a design. After eight days and 45 hours of sewing, Annette
delivered to her daughter 36 sets of scrub hats and masks.
Annette and I agreed to continue making more masks,
selling them for $5.00 each, with the profits donated to
charity. A few more volunteers were needed to assist. We
found two more helpers, excellent sewers, willing to commit
to the project. Sister members from St. James Assiniboia
Parish Council (Winnipeg), Lynda Ann Smith and Maddy
Kotowich, accepted the challenge.
More than 100 metres of 100% cotton, 800 metres
of elastic and miles of thread were used in the last few
months. It took 15
to 20 minutes of
uninterrupted work
to make one mask.
Once all of the
purchased material
has been sewn,
approximately 1,000
masks will have been
made. The proceeds
from the project
will be divided
among Winnipeg
Harvest and several
soup kitchens in
Winnipeg.
Since this crisis
began, we have
assisted many people
and organizations by
making these masks.
This also helped
us, as it gave us
a sense of purpose
which helped relieve
anxiety and stress.
Our faith has
called us to act in
these difficult times.
In the words of St. Teresa of Avila, “Christ has no body now
but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours…”

“Here I Am Lord”
Eleanor Arless
Life Member

“Looking back, I could say becoming a life member was
my destiny.
“I am the daughter of a life member and the League was
always dear to my mother’s heart. Through my own personal
involvement and journey now, I can state the League is also
very dear to my heart.
“I was encouraged to join the junior council in the Diocese
of Montreal when I was a teenager and was actively involved
almost immediately. The group was for young working women
between the ages of approximately 18 to 25. We held fashion
shows to support charitable works and monthly meetings
were held at the Ritz Carlton Hotel. Following meetings, we
often went to Mother Martins for a drink and a sing-a-long.
This was in the early sixties. During those early years I also
served as secretary on the diocesan council. I remember
feeling so nervous when being asked to introduce a guest
speaker, my hands would shake. However, the involvement
and encouragement bestowed the gift of confidence upon me.
“Sadly, the juniors folded during the years of 1966 and
1967, at which time, I was living in London, England. My
mother made sure my membership would not lapse and signed
me up with the Resurrection of Our Lord Parish Council. For
years I was only a paying member that supported fundraisers.
But, around the time of my marriage breakdown in the late
seventies I knew I had to get more involved. There had to be
more justice in life and fairness for women. I became proactive.
“The national convention in Montreal in 1990 captivated
my interest. I was approached in desperation to assist
in the publicity of the convention and by reputation as a
photographer’s daughter, became the official photographer.
My eyes were opened wide that year. I was in awe of the
sisterhood, the spirituality, and the resolutions. After that I
was on that “CWL train” that seems to have no stops.
“I knew I wanted the world better for my children and for
my grandchildren. I also knew I had the gift of leadership that
I wanted to model and share with others. I climbed up the
ladder rather quickly going from parish council past president
to president of the Montreal Diocesan Council. Then it was
on to the provincial council where I served as chairperson of
communications and organization (president-elect), and then
on to being president.
“At the national level I served on a communications
sub-committee delving into pornography. That brought me

to an interesting situation where I was on a live television
panel discussing “swingers.” Don’t ask! They are still in the
news and we still have a problem on our hands. I went back
to the diocesan level to be the chairperson of resolutions and
legislation after being provincial president. As a member I am
conscious of the need to strive for decent moral standards in
society. It is an endless job; a bottomless pit so to speak.
“This year, I was asked by the national president to be a
minder at the national convention in London, Ontario. I will
be a friend to a Lutheran representative to the convention. I am
excited about this assignment. I consider myself ecumenical.
My dad was a Presbyterian.
“My mother was buried wearing her life membership pin.
Mom earned it by her wonderful example and hard work. I
continue to revere her as a role model and hope I can keep
actively involved until I meet my Maker, as well.
“I feel very proud and blessed to be a life member.”
Eleanor Arless
June 2004 [edited for length]
Here we are now in 2020. The year of the COVID-19
pandemic. Since I wrote my life story following the receiving of
my life membership pin, I continue to be active in the League.
I have rarely missed a national convention in the last
20 years plus. I work at mentoring members of my parish
council. I returned to the provincial council as chairperson of
resolutions and legislation and also as life member liaison. I
attend all diocesan and provincial conventions to model lifelong learning of the League.
I had the honour of being appointed to the Women’s Interchurch Council of Canada (WICC) in 2006, where I served for
eight years. Most years I had the pleasure of reporting about
the work of WICC to members attending the League’s national
convention.
Since 2004, I also served on a national sub-committee
for Christian family life, focussing on divorced and separated
Catholics, and wrote an article for The Canadian League
magazine.
I have also written other articles for The Canadian League,
the first one that comes to mind is welcoming members to the
national convention in Montreal in 1990. I wrote an article
explaining the social justice work of WICC, as well.
Recently at the request of the national president, I was on
an ad hoc committee on life membership, a subject dear to my
heart. I was once again honoured to be of service.
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Sowing the Seeds of
the Future—The CWL Garden
Implementation Committee

Goal 1 Lead Lisa Henry
The Seed
Seeds start out tiny, quiet and still, and contain incredible
potential. They require people to nurture and support them.
With much love, care and attention, the seeds will bear
the fruit of new life. In May 2019, the reorganization and
marketing working groups were gifted with “seeds” presented
as strategies, representing the League’s future. These
strategies were mere statements on a page, full of potential
waiting to be nurtured to grow into new life. Well, grow they
did! Fourteen months later, the growth and progress of these
strategies have been extraordinary!
The Growing Process—A Magical Transformation!
The reorganization working group made up of ten
amazing women took four strategies,
quite large in scope, and have worked
tirelessly to develop a structure that
would bring a new level of functionality
and efficiency to members. The working
group was divided into three subcommittees to carry out its work.
Through extensive research and
consultation with members such as
surveys, interviews and questionnaires,
the working group gathered information
to fulfill the strategy’s intent, ensuring
the outcome would be for the members
by the members.
The marketing working group made
up of seven dynamic women has begun
its work with the marketing agency, Clark Marketing and
Communications (Clark). The marketing working group
developed a tremendous amount of work to be presented to
the marketing agency to help meet its strategies’ mandates.
The knowledge and expertise on the strategies’ subject matter
have been phenomenal and the work produced, outstanding.
Clark commented that it is extremely rare to have a client
present them with the level of information they received.
This provided cost savings and helped the agency ascend
its learning curve on the strategies to be achieved within a
noticeably short period.
Bearing Fruit
Reorganization working group: Members’ voices matter,
and more feedback will be needed! Very soon, the work
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produced will be presented for an instructed vote, so
members get to choose how they want to see the League
of the future! In September, the work was forwarded to
the national executive/board, and a package will be mailed
to all parish councils with instructions for conducting the
instructed voting process. Voting will take place in every
parish council at its annual meeting, held in January or
February 2021. Members will have an opportunity to weigh
in on changes to the League’s structure.
Marketing working group: Through a series of meetings
that began in April 2020 between the marketing working
group and Clark, it has collaborated to cultivate some
marketing initiatives that are now in the development
stage. Soon, members will begin to see the fruits of
these initiatives, which will address
increasing awareness of the League.
New initiatives will be rolled out to
share the League’s envisioned future
and showcase its strength. There is so
much to be proud of and to share with
Canada and beyond!
Goal 4 Lead Sharon Ciebin
“Whoever
welcomes
you
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me.
Whoever welcomes a prophet in
the name of a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward;… whoever gives
even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward”
(Mt 10: 40–42).
Affirmation Working Group
In May 2019, seven committed League sisters accepted
the strategies to “include (leave no member behind) and
affirm (make members feel welcomed, needed and wanted)
and validate all members” identified in the strategic plan.
Guided by Matthew’s gospel and the League’s purpose and
values of faith, service and social justice, they surveyed
councils and addressed challenges and best practices shared
by developing an extensive welcome program. The program
is rich with resources, tools, kits and forms for members’
education and experience and can be adapted or customized
to fit each council’s needs. Whether members are new or

existing, they will experience a true sense of community
and belonging when these resources are adopted. While
the program addresses avenues of welcoming, affirming
and validating, the membership form and companionship
program uncover each member’s unique gifts and helps
ensure a sense of sisterhood and “faith, fun and fulfillment”
are realized. Feedback received from focus groups attests
that there is much valuable information for councils to use.
Numerous members mentioned they wished this program
existed when they joined! The program begins the evolution
of the League of the future. If your council has not already
received a copy of the program, urge the parish president to
contact your diocesan president. The welcome program was
released in early September.
Year Two Working Groups
Implementation of the strategic plan continues to evolve
as eight members serve on two strategies—parish options
(standing committee structure) and strategic leadership
(short term leadership) working groups. Each group
developed an extensive action plan to ensure members’
voices continue to be heard as they develop useful tools
and resources. Please welcome the parish options working
group Glenda Carson, Philomena Menezes, Diane Miedema
and Janette Rieger; and strategic leadership working group
Susan Kaller, Patricia Martinez, Donna Michaels and Barb
Thuen. Monthly progress updates are located at cwl.ca/
implementation-of-the-strategic-plan/.
Goal Two Lead Sr. Susan Scott
Social justice is not only foundational for the League
but central to faith and the sacred scriptures. There is an
unbroken chain of insistence by God that all dealings are
done so with justice and love, keeping with the vision Jesus
brought to the world of God’s kingdom. Three members have
volunteered to work toward gifting each member with a vast
array of references and information that will help them do the
same! Within the year, members will have resources that will
enable them to share on the topics of knowledge of Catholic

social teaching and the key principles of care for God’s
creation and the dignity of work and the rights of workers.
Shelley De-Serres, Belinda Halbach and Linda Maddaford
cannot wait to get started on this action plan and the fruits
that will come from their labours.
Goal Three Lead Jacqueline Nogier
Toolkits! Spiritual Formation! Eliminating Misconceptions!
Encouraging Diversity!
Action plans have been approved and the women involved
in the working groups for Goal 3 have jumped in the deep end
of the pool! They are excited to be a part of creating change
in the League. Each group anticipates producing great things
that will enable the League to adapt and change to continue
to be relevant to Catholic women.
The toolkits group has researched and investigated what
a good toolkit needs to include. It is on its way to producing
draft versions of adaptable toolkits on the themes of faith,
service and social justice for parish councils. These toolkits
will enable women to be involved in short-term projects that
can be customized depending on the needs of a parish council
and a community.
The spiritual formation group will review existing
League prayers and programs and create at least 10 spiritual
programs to help women grow in their faith. These spiritual
programs will include options that consider both the size of
councils and their access to computers or other digital media.
Faith binds parish councils together, and to grow the League,
members must grow their faith.
A third group is working towards eliminating
misconceptions about the League’s work. The group has
examined misconceptions by surveying women and are
finding ways to eliminate those misconceptions. It will find
ways to let both members and non-members know all parts
of League work.
The final group is working towards encouraging diversity
in parish councils. We are members of a universal church that
reaches out to every corner of the globe—churches reflect the
diversity of this country and parish councils should reflect
that diversity as well. This group is creating ways to embrace
that diversity and make women of all ages and cultures feel
welcome. Canada’s strength comes from its diversity—the
League will become strong when that diversity is represented
in its parish councils.
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2020 Life Members
Ann Doucet
National Life Member Liaison

Welcome to the new life members inducted in the year of the League’s 100th anniversary. This makes these life
members very special; but, it is an extraordinary year for them to become life members, not having the ceremonies
usually held to mark induction into life membership. There will be a plan to meet in the future to celebrate this
important milestone in their League journey. Congratulations to each new life member from all members.

Janet Brunger is the
current president of Manitoba
Provincial Council and was
awarded the maple leaf
service pin in 2007 from
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Parish Council (Winnipeg).
In 2019, she received her
25-year service pin. Janet
has extensive experience at
all levels of the League.
Resolutions have been a strong area of interest for Janet.
She authored eight resolutions with her parish council,
co-authored one resolution at the diocesan level and served
on the provincial resolutions committee for six years. Janet
is a very active volunteer within her parish. She served on
the stewardship committee and continues to actively serve
on pastoral council. Janet’s experience with the League
has been very positive and uplifting—one of growth
where members share a deep bond of sisterhood. She was
mentored and supported by many life members, and looks
forward to sharing those values with those following her.
Dr. Glenda Carson
joined the League in 1985,
after moving to Nova Scotia
from Saskatchewan when
her husband joined the navy.
She is a registered nurse by
profession, recently retiring
from her role as a clinical
nurse specialist. Since joining
the League, Glenda has been
an active member of St.
Clement Parish Council (Dartmouth). During her time as
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a member, Glenda served as a committee chairperson
and executive officer at the parish, diocesan and
provincial levels. She is currently completing her
term as provincial president. Glenda is active in her
church community (currently as a choir director)
and developed and facilitated workshops, special
committees, orientation sessions and other educational
activities for members. There is little in the League
that does not interest Glenda; however, her particular
passion centres on resolutions, social justice and
leadership development. She feels very privileged and
excited to continue her service “For God and Canada”
as a life member.
Madonna Clark, a
30-year member, lives in
Fredericton, New Brunswick
with her husband Robert.
Retiring from the Province
of New Brunswick after 42
years of service, she enjoys
volunteering and Aquafit.
Madonna is the current
provincial first vice-president
and chairperson of spiritual
development, and serves on a sub-committee for the
national community life standing committee. Having
held positions at parish, diocesan and provincial levels,
Madonna continues to organize an annual CWL retreat
and promote the prayer book, So We Go From Season
to Season (Mary Ryan). As a presenter for Catch the Fire!
and Beatitudes workshops, Madonna became a familiar
face around the provincial council, a clear voice to serve
on the provincial committee to review the structure of
the League.

Lea Colbeck has been
a member of Sacred Heart
Parish Council (Virden) for
46 years. She held several
officer positions at the parish
level and is currently parish
council president. On Winnipeg
Diocesan Council, she served as
chairperson of Christian family
life, organization and spiritual
development, as recording
secretary, treasurer, president-elect and from 2013-2015,
president. On Manitoba Provincial Council, Lea served as
recording secretary and is in her second term as treasurer.
Lea was co-chairperson of the 2017 Manitoba provincial
convention, a presenter of Catch the Fire! Workshops, and
served as recording secretary and secretariat for the 2018
national convention in Winnipeg. Lea has been married to
Ray for 46 years and is a proud parent of three children, two
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. She credits her
involvement in the League to her mother, Gert, who was a
shining example of what belonging to the League means!
Doris Dickson of New
Brunswick has been a member
of Saint Mary of the Angels
Parish Council (Perth-Andover)
for 55 years. She served as
parish council president,
Edmundston diocesan president,
provincial council member, and
chairperson of education and
health. She is a recipient of the
maple leaf service pin and Rotary
International’s Paul Harris Fellow award. Doris now serves as
provincial chairperson of community life and is a member of
the Hotel Dieu Hospital auxiliary. She worked as a French as
a second language teacher for 35 years. In her retirement, she
volunteers extensively with community activities, including
reading buddies, breakfast program and Roots of Empathy.
Community members would speak to her dedication,
work ethic and enthusiasm for each and every one of her
involvements. Her love of education and passion for helping
others continues to be an asset in her community.
Elizabeth (Liz) Doyle is an
active member of St. Clement
Parish Council (Dartmouth).
After retiring from a human
resource profession in Saint
John, New Brunswick, she
moved to Prince Edward Island.
In December 2004, Liz joined
a parish council and served as
chairperson of various standing

committees, later becoming president. In 2010, she served
on Prince Edward Island Provincial Council, and in 2014,
she transferred to Truro, Nova Scotia. She was elected to
the then newly formed Halifax-Yarmouth Diocesan Council
and is currently past president. She serves on the provincial
council as chairperson of resolutions. While serving in
her executive roles, Liz shared her leadership knowledge
as a facilitator and presenter for workshops, retreats and
educational events. She is a strong advocate for the needs
of children and youth. Her love for being a member, her
knowledge and leadership strengths will be of great benefit
as she continues her service in the League.
Irene Gallant, of Prince
Edward Island, joined the
League in 2007 and served in
various positions at the parish
level, including president.
Irene is the current provincial
past president, serves on the
national sub-committee of
social and economic justice,
and is a member of one of the
implementation committee’s
working groups. Irene retired from federal public services
after working nearly 34 years. She was a member of Girl
Guides of Canada for 55 years and served as provincial
commissioner. She also served on the board of directors for
the National Association of Federal Retirees for 13 years.
Irene loves music and sings in a senior’s choir entertaining at
senior’s homes. Faith, family and friends are very important
in her life. She has two daughters and four grandchildren.
Patricia Hannan has been
a member for 38 years. She
served as diocesan president
and on Quebec Provincial
Council for 10 years. A
parishioner at St. Ignatius
Parish in Montreal for 54
years, she spent several years
on the executive of her parish,
including serving as president.
Patricia now assists with
the parish children’s ministry program working with
preschoolers. Her skills are in the area of writing letters to
federal and provincial governments, especially concerning
addiction to pornography, medical assistance in dying,
promoting the sanctity and dignity of life, and the need for
high quality palliative care for elders. Patricia is passionate
about the League and is now a member of Canada’s first
parish council, Montreal City Council, for the last three
years. Patricia is very thankful for the gifts of the Holy
Spirit and for the privilege of having been accepted as a life
member.
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Colleen Holloway of
Ste. Anne-des-Chenes Parish
Council (Ste. Anne, Manitoba)
is a 30-year member beginning
in Notre Dame de Lorette Parish
Council in 1990 where she
received her maple leaf service
pin. Colleen served on St.
Boniface Diocesan Council for
eight years and later served on
Manitoba Provincial Council.
She has co-written and prepared resolutions at the parish
and provincial levels. Colleen has organized a meeting with
the premier and his caucus to present provincial resolutions
and was instrumental in organizing a parish council in Ste.
Anne in 2014. Colleen treasures the many relationships
and friendships she has been blessed with through her
participation in the League. Colleen enjoys her job as office
manager at a financial services firm, but, above all she loves to
spend her spare time with her children and grandsons.
Karen McDonald is a
member of Our Lady of Hope
Parish Council (Sudbury,
Ontario). She has worked as
a legal assistant since 1990,
the same year she joined the
League. When first elected
to the provincial council as
chairperson of legislation,
Karen was part of the provincial
delegation that visited the
Ontario legislature in 2018. She is presently provincial
chairperson of education and health. Active in her parish
and council, Karen has presented workshops on leadership
and public speaking, CWL Jeopardy, Catch the Fire! and
Knowing the League. In 2020, Bishop Marcel Damphousse
(Sault Ste. Marie) invited Karen to represent the League on
a new committee in the Sudbury region entitled Catholic
Connections. Karen credits her grandmother and mother
for her faith. She believes her greatest gifts are being able to
communicate and listen. She has encouraged many women
to join the League and is blessed to serve through her League
involvement.
Alice Noble, a 22-year
member from Candiac, is
Quebec provincial presidentelect. Her interests include
resolutions, treasury and
spiritual development. She
developed workshops on
resolutions, Kindle the Fire:
Treasurers, World Day of the
Poor, the art of having a great
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meeting, and Care for Our Common Home: Water. She helped
write three resolutions and sat on two national convention
planning committees. Alice helped write her parish and
diocesan council policy and procedures manuals and
introduced and produced the diocesan annual report book
for years. In her parish, she was a reader, warden and member
of the evangelization project team. In her diocese, she was a
member of the marriage preparation team. Alice is bilingual,
holds undergraduate and graduate degrees, has 30 years of
experience as an advisor in the financial industry, and sat
on education and health boards. Alice offers the League her
skills for public speaking, organization, problem solving and
leadership encouraging participation.
Sandra O’Connell has been
a member for 30 years. A
recipient of the maple leaf
service pin, Sandra served
on the St. Anthony Daniel
Parish Council (Sydney, Nova
Scotia) for 10 years, followed
by 15 years of service on the
Antigonish Diocesan Council.
She is the current provincial
treasurer. During her term as
diocesan president, Sandra helped organize parish council
amalgamations, one of which became her council of St.
Marguerite Bourgeois Parish Council (Sydney), where she
is a charter member. The League is an important part of
Sandra’s life, and the opportunity to learn and be part of it is
a gift she treasures. Sandra’s interests are in communications,
organization and social justice. She works for the Diocese of
Antigonish in administration, a job she truly enjoys and that
allows her to keep in contact with the parishes throughout
the diocese.
Carol Schlachter (April 30,
1940-March 23, 2020). Carol
served the League for 34 years
and was a passionate member
of St. Mary Parish Council in
Brooks, Alberta. Her initiatives
and projects gave her sparks
of vigour and motivation
during her illness. Despite her
declining health, she advocated
the Town of Brooks to “Keep
Christ in Christmas” and resolved to finish the Comfort Bags
Lenten Project she initiated with her parish council. Calgary
Diocesan President Jan Myhre and Calgary Diocesan Past
President Janet MacPhee drove to Brooks and presented the
award and life member pin to her children. Alberta Mackenzie
Provincial President Judy Look was able to Facetime with
them, and they shared fond stories of Carol. Her children
took the award to the hospital so that she could receive it

before her passing on March 23rd. Carol’s League sisters will
miss her faith, devotion, passion and commitment but are
comforted to know she is at peace and no longer suffering.
Joanna Sisk has been a
member of St. Ignatius Martyrs
Parish Council (Ottawa) since
1974. She served 14 years at
the diocesan level and one
term at the provincial level.
She was a coordinator and
facilitator for Catch the Fire!
workshops within the Ottawa
Diocesan Council (2014/15).
For several years, Joanna was a
team member of the diocesan executive who visited parish
councils going through rough patches. She co-created the
provincial project, “Warmth and Comfort” (2018/19), which
successfully collected warm socks and food or gift cards for
the homeless. Her past experiences have given her a good
perspective on the importance of caring and nurturing
others. She has shown this care and concern to many of her
League sisters over the years and continues to be a mentor
and friend. This is an important time in the League and she
is happy to be a life member as the future unfolds.
Carol Lynn St. James
Fascia of Our Lady of Good
Counsel Parish Council
(Candiac, Quebec), has been
a member of the League
for 21 years. She currently
sits as her parish council’s
recording secretary, diocesan
treasurer and provincial first
vice-president and chairperson
of community life. Personal
highlights of service include chairing the hosting committee
for a provincial convention, fundraising for the Catholic
Women’s Leadership Foundation and facilitating workshops.
Carol is a diligent resource person. Her League sisters
attest to her familiarity with League resources, dedication
to archives, readiness to participate, respect of church
teachings, task management skills and a willingness to
mentor. Carol is a retired medical laboratory technologist,
having worked 39 years in specialized test laboratories
(pediatrics) at the McGill University Health Centre and
was a volunteer with Scouts Canada. Affirmation, effective

communication and encompassing fellowship are forefront
objectives of her work “For God and Canada.”
Wendy Tedford became
a member of St. Joseph Parish
Council (Douro, Ontario)
in 1999. The request came
during a very difficult time;
however, the council needed a
secretary, and as many stories
go, members know the rest!
Wendy knew very little about
the League; however, her
knowledge began to grow in a
very short time. After her first president’s meeting at the
diocesan level, she was drawn into the larger picture. The
diocesan president contacted Wendy to consider taking on
the role of chairperson of communications; Wendy replied
affirmatively. Conventions became the norm for spring and
summer each year. Wendy was fortunate to be mentored by
many great members and priests at different levels. Wendy
is a single mother of two boys, born nine years apart. Her
children have contributed to her many League ideas and
projects. They respect the League life and understand how
she can get so involved in the cause, “For God and Canada.”
Pat Weller is an active
member of St. Michael Parish
Council (Douglas, Ontario),
where she assists in the
music ministry. She joined
the League in 1992 and held
positions at the parish level
since 1993. At the urging of a
life member, Pat let her name
stand for diocesan council and
was elected in 2011. She served
as diocesan president from 2015-2017. At the provincial
level, Pat was a member of the guidelines and policy and
review committee from 2017-2019 and is currently in her
second term on the sub-committee for Christian family
life. She helped facilitate workshops focussing on Catch the
Fire!, strategic planning and most recently, on plastic waste.
Life lessons learned from the League are the template she
tries to impart to members like giving, serving, realizing
personal gifts and strengths, and recognizing others’ worth
and helping them see their gifts.

Faith, Service, Social Justice
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An Address to the First
National Convention, 1921
Bellelle Guerin
First National President (1920-23)

One year ago in the great old Catholic City of Montreal,
a City which during the Eucharistic Congress won for
itself the proud title of being the ‘Rome of America’, the
Catholic Women’s League of Canada, founded some years
before, arose, spread out her beneficent arms and called her
daughters to her side from different parts of the Dominion.
How the appeal was responded to is evident in this
magnificent assemblage of Catholic women.
Toronto, with all the zeal, the intelligence and the charm
that she is endowed with, requested the honour of holding
the first Convention. Her invitation was gladly accepted, and
behold! Within her hospitable walls we are gathered together
tonight.
We come from the north and south, east and west, most
of us women who have never met before, who have never
heard each other’s names, yet with one Faith in our souls
as we hold one Hope for one Heaven, we clasp each other’s
hands impelled by one desire: the glory of Christianity and
the benefit of our fellow beings. We have come together for
our unification and for the wisest direction of our energies.
During the past decade of years there has been a
movement all over the world to concentrate feminine energy,
and the intensity of such a force is only now beginning to
be understood. Catholic women cannot escape from the
mentality of the Century they live in, nor can they break with
the spirit of the times. We must not isolate ourselves; we
must rather come in contact with the reality of the present
state of things, for, it is on this condition only that we can
exercise the part that has been assigned us by Providence
in the Divine economy that presides over human destinies.
Woman is the necessary associate of man, her influence
should radiate beside his, not to bedim his efforts, but to

cast a light upon them that will intensify all good that he
projects; without this, the harmony of God’s work which
they should accomplish together will be broken. United,
they may with unswerving steps follow in the pathway of
constant progression that will lead to the longed for heights
of Justice and Truth. An eminent French poet of the XIX
Century has said:
“God in his harmony has equal ends
For cedar that resists and reed that bends;
For good it is a woman sometimes rules,
Holds in her hand the power, and manners, schools,
And laws, and mind; succeeding master proud,
With gentle voice and smiles she leads the crowd,
The somber human troop.”
Our Holy Father has confirmed our Century’s view of
woman’s mission. His words uttered at Rome at a Convention
of Italian women have echoed all over the world, and have
been repeated for women’s enlightenment again and again.
His Holiness said:
“The changed conditions of the times have made it
possible to attribute to woman functions and rights which
the preceding age did not concede her, they have broadened
the field of woman’s activity. An apostolate in the midst
of the world has succeeded to that more intimate and
restricted action which formerly women exercised within
the domestic walls.”
An apostolate within the world! Our timorous hearts
are troubled at such an exalted career, yet, that is the
mission of the Catholic Women’s League. Humanity, which
at the beginning of the XXth Century proudly vaunted its
civilization and its progress, and gloried in its science and

Figure 2 First Annual National Convention, Toronto 1921
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Closing procession of the 21st International Eucharistic Congress 1910

its learning, now vanquished by suffering, and humbled to
the dust, cries out in pain for reconstruction. Oh! Members
of the Catholic Women’s League, it is time for us to rouse
ourselves from our torpor and easy indifference. Warm our
hearts in the burning glow of our Faith, and by word and
deed assist in the betterment of this poor war-torn world!
Each of us in our own place doing that which comes to our
hand, finding the needs; each within our own subdivision;
every diocese understanding its own wants; yet, all our
united strength alive to the great requirements of our whole
vast country!
Education is a vital question throughout Canada –
Catholic education – universal – of the highest type – with
a soul and a conscience in it, this must be our object to attain
and our aim to protect.
Betterment of social action is an all-embracing subject.
In the great upheaval of the world following the most cruel
war that ever visited the earth, the reaction that such a
tension brings is upon us, and the result is a passionate
confusion that bodes ill for peace. By pulpit and by press
we are called upon to fill a place that we never dreamed of
in the past. Our own require us, and we cannot relinquish
the sacred trust to those of other creeds. Enlightened and
trained social action must be our part. Never must we be
deaf to the pleading sob of poor suffering humanity which is
now heard wherever we turn.
Catholic immigrants are cast upon our shores without
friends, without means, bewildered at the vastness of the
country they have come to, bedazzled by the greatness and
wealth of our people, they pass in among the multitudes, are
absorbed by our population, and we seldom know what has
become of them.
The Catholic Women’s League has already taken some
means of meeting Catholic immigrants on the arrival of the
ships and we have a dream… it is that in every city the CWL
should have an Immigration Committee, making a chain
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and that these poor forlorn
strangers shall be passed on through friendly hands from
one Committee to another until they reach their destination
and are placed under the care of a Pastor in their own
beloved Cross-crowned Catholic Church.
From all this forcing forward of events and tragedies of

human life the franchise of woman has been evolved. The
Church always ready to meet the exigencies of the hour
although reluctant to remove women from the home, not
only approves, but demands her to do her duty.
There are said to be one million Catholic women in
Canada. This tremendous latent power throughout the
country must be wisely and intelligently instructed. A
nation-wide unification of Catholic thought and action is
necessary to preserve the sacred rights of our homes and
families; we must be educated, and educate others in the
events of the day. Every Catholic woman should acquire
a larger and reliable knowledge of all the questions and
problems that call for legislation, many of them concern very
closely the welfare of the Catholic Religion.
The Catholic Women’s League of England charges itself
with the civic education of its women. It is time for us to
be up and doing; legislation sometimes seems to conspire
against our religious convictions, so prudence requires of us
to prepare for the defence of our sacred interests, and this
can be accomplished by the enlightened devotedness and
Christian sense of our women.
The June Convention of 1921, to which we have all
looked forward, is now open under the most distinguished
auspices; our Archbishops, Bishops, and particularly His
Grace the Archbishop of Toronto, who has taken such a
profound interest in the Catholic Women’s League, our
Pastors and Chaplains who, even though not present, are
with us tonight in spirit and in prayer.
We have before us some days of serious and strenuous
work. Let us approach it with all the zeal and good will that is
in our souls. Amongst us there are women of intellectuality
and constructive ability, let them give us the benefit of their
ideas, let no gem of thought be lost.
Express your opinions freely and simply, as you would in
the bosom of your own family, and as among those you love:
kindly and unselfishly. It is only by so doing that we will reap
the benefits of our days of meeting.
We may be said to be laying the corner stone of an edifice
that will arise fair and beautiful, strong and proud, before
the eyes of the world. Love will be its architect, zeal and
devotion its craftsmen. The light of Faith shall shine from
its portals and the sun of justice gleam upon its roof, and the
wage of the toilers will be paid in gold that will never perish!
Oh! Catholic women of Canada, let us stand close
together – so close – so close that we will hear each other’s
heartbeats, that if a sigh or a sob or a call shall stir the air in
the most distant part of the North West, it will throb down
through us like an electric current, even to the shores of the
Atlantic, awakening our sympathy and compelling our aid.
Shoulder to shoulder, heart to heart, let us go forth
from this Convention bound by a solidarity that nothing
can break, gentlewomen, but brave soldiers holding aloft
our banner of patriotism to our beloved country and of
inviolable fidelity to our Glorious Faith!
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“…We Have a Dream…”
(Bellelle Guerin)
Betty Colaneri
National Chairperson of Legislation and Chairperson of the Centenary Committee

Five years ago, the centenary committee was formed with
the excitement and anticipation of celebrating the dream and
vision the League’s founding sisters proclaimed 100 years
ago. No one could have possibly anticipated these plans
would drastically change as Canadians faced a pandemic.
As unusual as this time has been, it has given members an
opportunity to pause and reflect on the past, not to dwell
on it, but to embrace all the accomplishments with pride. In
preparing for the anniversary, it has been an honour to look
back on the legacy that gave the League the solid foundation
current members have built upon.
What an inspiration the founding sisters were! They were
innovative women with courage and strength, steeped in
strong faith. Women who came together from across Canada
with the realization that there was strength in numbers and
they could be a force to be reckoned with. When reading
the address by Bellelle Guerin, given at the first convention,
you can feel how exhilarating it must have been to be in that
room. They were on the threshold of a monumental moment
and witnessing history in the making. “We may be said to be
laying the cornerstone of an edifice that will arise fair and
beautiful, strong and proud before the eyes of the world.”
That passion continues to resonate with members today. I

believe the founding sisters would be proud that members
continue to answer the call as ambassadors of faith, service
and social justice.
This pandemic may have changed the way members do
things, but it cannot diminish their faith, spirit, sisterhood
and enthusiasm. Celebrate this amazing organization by
looking with admiration at past achievements, with humble
pride at the diligent work being done in the present, and with
anticipation at the possibilities of the future.
It all began “...With no tinkling cymbals, no resounding
brasses, no blare of trumpets, quietly and unassumingly, in
1920, a small group of Catholic women met in conference”
(Except the Lord Build the House—A History of Social
Concern). Now ironically, 100 years later, there will once
again be no pomp and circumstance as a small group,
comprised only of the national executive, met in conference.
To commemorate the 100th anniversary, the convention
was to be held in Montreal, where it all began. One of the
would-be highlights of the convention was the honour of
having Cardinal Gerald Lacroix, Archbishop of Quebec
and Primate of Canada, present as a distinguished guest.
The centenary committee is truly grateful that Cardinal
Lacroix graciously sent his greeting of congratulations and
blessing.

2021 Annual General Meeting
T O R O N T O , O N TA R I O

Apron Fundraiser
This handy apron, available in blue, is imprinted with the League crest. It is a
one size fits most with a neck strap and waist ties to keep the apron in place.
There are two spacious front bottom pockets to hold pens, paper pads, your
cell phone and other essentials. Great for those League functions.

Price: $20.00 each + $6.00 postage & shipping
•• For orders of two or more please contact Lucia Vacca at the e-mail or
phone number provided for more shipping cost details.

Make cheques payable to: The Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
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Send your order and payment to:

For more information:

Lucia Vacca 187 Calverley Trail
Toronto, Ontario M1C 3Y4

Email: lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca
Telephone: (416) 283-3536

Québec, June 24, 2020
Mrs. Anne-Marie Gorman
National President of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada
C-702 Scotland Avenue
Winnipeg (Manitoba)
R3M 1X5
Dear Mrs. Gorman,
Peace be with you! On this wonderful occasion of the centennial of the Catholic
Women’s League of Canada, I feel honored in joining my voice to that of so many others for
the dedication and the commitment of the League in the service of women, families and in
our Church.
We live in a huge country in which a wide variety of cultures and different
expressions of faith are both assets and challenges for an organisation such as yours. All the
objectives of the League are summoned in dynamic verbs such as the following: to achieve,
promote, exemplify, protect, enhance, recognize, uphold and contribute. They all express
how your members are active agents of these goals and how the means by which they
contribute to implement them are fruitful tributes to the unity of all Catholic women, and to
the benefit of the Church in Canada.
I was scheduled, shortly, to participate in your Convention in Montreal.
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 has changed all our plans. I do hope, and pray, that you and all
your members have kept safe in the midst of this dreadful pandemic. I am convinced that
you have found ways of being a meaningful presence in your homes and communities, and
to support each other.
Care for our Common Home is the theme that you have chosen to pursue in these
difficult times. In communion with our Holy Father, Pope Francis, we all need to take better
care of our planet Earth, but in a special way, much better care of our brothers and sisters.
The following quote from Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato sí, on care for our
Common Home, are inspiring for the work of the CWL of Canada:
“The best way to restore men and women to their faithful place, putting an end to
their claim to absolute dominion over the earth, is to speak once more of the figure of a
Father who creates and who alone owns the world. Otherwise, human beings will always try
to impose their own laws and interest on reality.” (No. 75)
Dear sisters in Christ, as you celebrate this special centennial, allow me to borrow the
words of Saint Paul, as I ask the Lord to bless you:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Ph 4, 6-7)
Please accept my sincere congratulations for this very special anniversary and your
dedication. May there be many more to come!

Gérald C. Card. Lacroix
Archbishop of Québec
Primate of Canada

FALL 2020 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

39

YEAR

1920-23
1923-25
1925-27
1927-29
1929-31
1931-33
1933-34
1934-36
1936-38
1938-40
1940-42
1942-44
1944-46
1946-48
1948-50
1950-52
1952-54
1954-56
1956-58
1958-60
1960-62
1962-64
1964-66
1966-68
1968-70
1970-72
1972-74
1974-76
1976-78
1978-80
1980-82
1982-84
1984-86
1986-88
1986-88
1990-92
1992-94
1994-96
1996-98
1998-00
2000-02
2002-04
2004-06
2006-08
2008-10
2010-12
2012-14
2014-16
2016-18
2018-21
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PRESIDENT

Bellelle Guerin, Montreal, Quebec
Frances Lovering, Hamilton, Ontario
Evelyn McCann, London, Ontario
Margaret Duggan, Edmonton, Alberta
Mary J. Lyons, Ottawa, Ontario
Mary E. MacIntyre, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
Cecile Joyce Keenan, Toronto, Ontario
Fanny Penfold Coffey, Montreal, Quebec
Florence Boland, Toronto, Ontario
Agnes Hay, Regina, Saskatchewan
Almira Sims McCabe, Ottawa, Ontario
Henrietta A. McGarry, Kitchener, Ontario
Ann Macmaster, Vancouver, British Columbia
Cecilia Dundin, Montreal, Quebec
Grace Durocher, Windsor, Ontario
Ishbel M. Hutton, Ottawa, Ontario
Ellen M. Drake, Regina, Saskatchewan
Marjorie H. Freeman, Riverside, Ontario
Margaret R. Bussieres, Sillery, Quebec
Grace L. Caughlin, Woodstock, New Brunswick
Marguerite M. Burns, Halifax, Nova Scotia
Isabella Stevens, Calgary, Alberta

HONORARY CHAPLAIN/
NATIONAL DIRECTOR/SPIRITUAL ADVISOR

Most Rev. Henry O’Leary, Honorary Chaplain
Most Rev. Henry O’Leary
Most Rev. Henry O’Leary
Right Rev. J.A. O’Sullivan
Most Rev. M.J. O’Brien
Most Rev. M.J. O’Brien
Most Rev. M.J. O’Brien
Most Rev. P.J. Monahan
Most Rev. Alexandre Vachon
Most Rev. Joseph Ryan
Most Rev. W.M. Duke, National Director
Most Rev. W.M. Duke
Most Rev. W.M. Duke
Most Rev. John C. Cody
Most Rev. John C. Cody
Most Rev. William J. Smith
Most Rev. William J. Smith
Most Rev. Francis J. Klein
Most Rev. Francis J. Klein
Most Rev. Francis J. Klein
1964 – Most Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy
Catherine A. Toal, London, Ontario
Most Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy
Dorothy Donihee, Cornwall, Ontario
Most Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy
Florence Fabris, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Most Rev. James Mahoney
Most Rev. James Mahoney
Iphigenie Arsenault, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
Molly Boucher, Vancouver, British Columbia
Most Rev. James Mahoney
1973 – Most Rev. Hubert P. O’Connor
Mary F. Matthews, Willowdale, Ontario
Most Rev. Hubert P. O’Connor
Eleanor E. (Betty) Aiken, Rosemere, Quebec
Most Rev. Hubert P. O’Connor
Ruth Cooney, Calgary, Alberta
Most Rev. James Doyle
Dorothy Brocklehurst, Sydney, Nova Scotia
Most Rev. James Doyle
Jean Mahoney, Regina, Saskatchewan
Most Rev. James Doyle
Ardis Beaudry, Edmonton, Alberta
Most Rev. J. Faber MacDonald
Irene Lefort, Antigonish, Nova Scotia
Most Rev. J. Faber MacDonald
Evelyn Wyrzykowski, Lorette, Manitoba
Most Rev. James H. MacDonald
Lucille Cullen, Sudbury, Ontario
Most Rev. James H. MacDonald
Heather Leier Kolla, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Most Rev. James H. MacDonald
1993 – Most Rev. Peter Novecosky, OSB Abbot, Spiritual Advisor
Claire Heron, Victoria, British Columbia
Most Rev. Peter Novecosky
Joan Chesser, Russell, Ontario
Most Rev. Peter Novecosky
Sheilah Pellerin, Middleton, Nova Scotia
Most Rev. Anthony G. Meagher
1999 – Most Rev. Douglas Crosby
Vivian Bosch, Swift Current, Saskatchewan
Most Rev. Douglas Crosby
Marie Cameron, Calgary, Alberta
Most Rev. Douglas Crosby
2003 – Most Rev. Richard Smith
Agnes Bedard, Calgary, Alberta
Most Rev. Richard Smith
Lorette Noble, Candiac, Quebec
Most Rev. Richard Smith
Danielle McNeil-Hessian, Bedford, Nova Scotia
Most Rev. Martin Currie
Velma Harasen, Regina, Saskatchewan
Most Rev. Martin Currie
Betty Anne Brown Davidson, Wellington, Ontario
Most Rev. Martin Currie
2013 – Most Rev. William McGrattan
Barbara Dowding, Port Moody, British Columbia
Most Rev. William McGrattan
Margaret Ann Jacobs, Elmvale, Ontario
Most Rev. William McGrattan
Anne-Marie Gorman, Stanley, New Brunswick
Most Rev. Stephen Jensen
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ANNUAL
DISBURSEMENT OF
NATIONAL
VOLUNTARY FUNDS

The national voluntary funds constitute monies
forwarded by councils to national office for
disbursement annually to the appropriate agencies.
The 2019-2020 collection from July 1st to June 30th
for these funds are as follows:

Catholic Missions In Canada

$32,403.12

Catholic Near East Welfare Association

$15,003.13

Coady International Institute

$21,380.55

Euthanasia Prevention Coalition

$17,250.71

CONGRATULATIONS TO
2020 BURSARY RECIPIENTS!
In 1988, the League received two generous donations in response to the call for lay formation in Pope John Paul II’s
exhortation, Christifideles Laici. In light of the expressed desire of the League to encourage members’ service “For God and
Canada,” the national executive agreed by motion that these donations be used to establish a bursary fund.
The bursary fund is used to provide financial assistance to members pursuing studies, courses, seminars, conferences,
workshops and diploma/degree programs in areas of spiritual growth, adult faith formation, youth ministry, ministry to
patients in palliative care, ministry to shut-ins, parliamentary procedure and literacy tutoring.
Bursary applications are available upon request from national office or can be downloaded from cwl.ca.
Congratulations to the following recipients!
Pamela Benko

Spruce Grove

Alberta

Sarah Cleyn

Ottawa

Ontario

Kathy Dahl

Kamloops

British Columbia

Theresa Duncan

Calgary

Alberta

Louise Fournier

Calgary

Alberta

Lynn Lavictoire

Cumberland

Ontario

Pam Swoboda

Salmon Arm

British Columbia

Christine Taylor

Renfrew

Ontario

Magazine
Deadlines

Winter issue – November 15, 2020
Spring issue - February 15, 2021
Fall issue – July 15, 2021
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Happy Birthday
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING CENTENARIANS!
Helena Ferguson
106 years old on April 16, 2020
Saint Anthony Parish Council
Glen Levitt, New Brunswick

Mafalda “Folly” Markle
102 years old on April 1, 2020
St. Patrick Parish Council
Sudbury, Ontario

Margaret I. Gorman
100 years old on April 7, 2020
St. Mary Magdalene Parish Council
Fredericton, New Brunswick

Ann Kneale
104 years old on March 14, 2020
St. Joseph Parish Council
Grimsby, Ontario

Margaret Mullin
102 years old on June 1, 2020
Mary Immaculate Parish Council
Chepstow, Ontario

Millie Reid
100 years old on June 12, 2020
St. Finnan Parish Council
Alexandria, Ontario

Alice Welwood
104 years old on March 31, 2020
St. Mary Parish Council
Chilliwack, British Columbia

Talida Boucher
101 years old on March 22, 2020
Our Lady of Assumption Parish Council
Arichat, Nova Scotia

Pearl Reinhart
100 years old on February 18, 2020
Holy Rosary Parish Council
Guelph, Ontario

Frances Giacomelli
102 years old on February 18, 2020
St. John The Baptist Parish Council
Grimsby, Ontario

Marcy Kuntz
101 years old on April 4, 2020
St. Agnes Parish Council
Waterloo, Ontario

Dorothy Sawka
100 years old on April 9, 2020
Holy Cross Parish Council
Regina, Saskatchewan

Anne Herman
102 years old on July 6, 2020
St. Margaret Parish Council
Rimbey, Alberta

Kay Schell
101 years old on May 27, 2020
St. Michael Parish Council
Calgary, Alberta

Adeline Wingert
100 years old on June 2, 2020
St. Peter Parish Council
Regina, Saskatchewan

Margaret Clemow
100 years old on February 28, 2020
Our Lady of Fatima Parish Council
Renfrew, Ontario

CONGRATULATIONS!
CONGRATULATIONS TO PARISH COUNCILS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES!
100 YEARS
Holy Family Parish Council
Fernie, British Columbia

90 YEARS
St. Ann Parish Council
Abbotsford, British Columbia

75 YEARS
St. Mary Parish Council
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

95 YEARS
St. Patrick Parish Council
Quebec City, Quebec

St. Ignatius Martyr Parish Council
Ottawa, Ontario

50 YEARS
Our Lady of The Assumption
Parish Council
Wabush, Newfoundland and Labrador

90 YEARS
Immaculate Conception Parish Council
Kelowna, British Columbia
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85 YEARS
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish Council
LaPasse, Ontario

Sacred Heart Parish Council
Heart’s Desire, Newfoundland and
Labrador

AFFIRMATION WORKING GROUP
Please join the implementation committee in congratulating and thanking the affirmation working group
members on the successful completion of an extensive welcome program. These exceptionally dedicated
women tracked 1,100 hours in service, developing a program that ensures members are welcomed, affirmed
and validated. This program, released in early September, is the first strategy to be completed which will
assist the League to realize its envisioned future.

Bev Katchmer,
British Columbia

Marg McCallum,
New Brunswick

Barbara Renaud,
British Columbia

Shirley Rollheiser,
British Columbia

Madge Somasundaram,
Ontario

Samantha Strudwick,
British Columbia

Barbara Thuen,
Manitoba
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

The centenary committee extends its sincere best wishes to all members across Canada!
Members can be reassured that the 100th anniversary celebrations are presently only on pause.
The deadline for the tree planting project
to commemorate the centennial anniversary
has been extended to July 1, 2021. When
it is safe and restrictions allow, members
are invited to plant a tree and submit a
picture. Join us in celebrating the League’s
“roots” from the past century, while
members look to the future and “branch
out” into the next century!

the past 100 years. Hold on to those
pictures until you can bring them to the
national convention for display during the
convention. Printing of the 100th anniversary
commemorative coffee table book has been
postponed to include the celebration events
from the convention.

The “Picture This” project continues! This
may be the perfect time to look through
the archives for pictures of memorable
League events that happened in your parish,
diocesan or provincial council throughout

Until then, members will remain united as
always from coast to coast. The founding
sisters had a dream and vision that has
resonated in members for the past 100 years.
A pandemic cannot take that spirit away!

The centenary committee looks forward to
celebrating with you!

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY TO THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA!
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Pandemic Report

My Reflections

Leslie Jean Anderson

Kay McDermott

Our Lady of Fatima (Ottawa) Parish Council President

Cathedral Parish Council
(Grand Falls, Newfoundland and Labrador) President

The COVID-19 pandemic asked no one’s permission
as it swept into Ottawa on March 14th. We had watched it
ravish Europe and now it was our turn! Our Lady of Fatima
Parish Council (Ottawa) was preparing for its annual
St. Patrick’s Day celebration that Saturday when
members received word that masses were cancelled.
With $300.00 worth of fresh produce on hand, the
parish council quickly decided to donate it to the local
foodbank. At least it would bring joy to others for
our sorrow. The parish council quickly followed up
with a $500.00 donation to the same food bank after
contacting the membership by telephone and e-mail.
Such enthusiasm was exhibited to get busy and help the
greater community in crisis.
Not failing in Marian and Christ-like zeal, our
League sisters have been caring for vulnerable family
members and keeping in touch with the lonely and
isolated, each in their own circles. Some members
keep their sewing machines humming making cloth
face masks, others are baking for where there is a need.
One member who writes to prisoners increased her
correspondence to fill in the void that COVID-19 leaves
in its wake. Members pray the rosary and/or chaplet of
divine mercy each day at 3:00 p.m. for the needs of all of
God’s suffering children.
On July 1st, the parish reopened for mass and
members responded generously in volunteering to help
parishioners adjust to this “brave new world” they find
themselves in.
This fall will find members knitting for the Miriam
Centre, a pregnancy relief centre very dear to our
members’ hearts. The parish council will team up with
other women’s groups to provide clothing and/or money
for this worthy cause and will also participate in a “write
on” project to connect the isolated with cheerful and
meaningful correspondence. Some sisters prefer to use
the telephone and chat at length as well as writing their
contacts.
The parish council’s solid prayer base allows
members to naturally reach out and express the love
of Christ for His suffering children. As president, I feel
very privileged to be part of such a caring and dynamic
group, motivated by Christ’s compassion. May Our
Lady of Good Counsel ever increase in us her merciful
presence and actions, for the greater glory of God and
the service to Canada.

In 1983 the Catholic Women’s League formed here
in Grand Falls, Newfoundland and Labrador. I knew very
little about the League. That same year, Bishop Faber
McDonald (Saint John) was appointed as national spiritual
director. I joined the League and became the first treasurer
of Cathedral Parish Council.
As I attended each meeting, I think my interest grew.
I honestly felt there might be something that would
interest me. I attended a few national conventions and
was a delegate in Winnipeg. As time went on, I began to
feel this was what I needed spiritually. Socially I had the
opportunity of making new friends and meeting many
worthwhile women.
In 2002 a member of my parish council in Grand
Falls asked if I would think about becoming president. I
was shocked and did not believe I was able or competent
enough to take on this task. I had no self-confidence
whatsoever. I thought about it a great deal and prayed
about it. Finally, after a great deal of thought, I said I
would. Although I found it very difficult at first, I enjoyed
my term. I enjoyed the members more and realized how
special they were and the many gifts they shared. A lot of
their spirituality passed on to me.
I am very grateful to be part of this organization of
Catholic women, and I know I have grown spiritually over
the years. In the future, I would like to see the League
grow, and I hope some of the younger women in my parish
will become involved.
One other thing that I have been thinking about is how
the League can help in the vital work of reviving parish
life by bringing back into the church many of the young
Catholics who no longer attend mass or participate in
church activities.
I will always be part of the League and hopefully, with
God’s help, I will continue to assist in any way I can.

For God and Canada
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The Treasures Held Within
a Magazine
Donna Candelaria
St. Peter Parish Council (Winnipeg)

Two years ago, I took it upon myself, with the help of a
life member, to make a memory book of all the provincial
presidents in Manitoba for the Manitoba Provincial
Council’s 70th anniversary. It was fun having to go back
and try to find information on those early presidents
from before my time in the League that I did not know. Of
course those in my diocese were more known to me, and
my friend knew those from her diocese. I had spent many
years on the provincial council, so it was a special project
for me. I found write-ups on many of them from old
League magazines. I found out how the provincial council
began and how it evolved over the 70 years.
I visited national office and read some of the magazines
from 1947-1949 and found some of the information I
wanted on the formation of provincial councils. Five
years ago, I compiled a history of my parish council and
listed the executives of those 60 years and some history
of the first and present church. I had the advantage of
being able to read many old League magazines (19561970’s) to get the themes, and the names of provincial and
diocesan presidents (some from my years on provincial)
were included as well. A deceased life member (the
first president) in my council donated some old League
magazines to the parish council when she moved to a
retirement place several years before. That was a great
idea! That is how I saw how much work went into the
magazine. I cannot wait for national office to open again
to visitors as I still need a bit of information for a couple of
past provincial presidents. I think the early years will have
some information on diocesan presidents as well. In the
early days, every lady was Mrs. John… so finding actual
first names was a challenge, but I persisted.
This year I am trying to help the diocesan council
find information on its presidents over its 100 year
history (1921-2021) and have been invited to go look at
the archives (I actually invited myself and the provincial
executive agreed) if able to.
I am amazed at how much information is in those old
magazines, and being produced every month must have
been a great commitment—no computers, submissions
mailed in (I assume) and if handwritten, hopefully it was
legible. I am amazed at what was accomplished. And so
much information, from the old League prayer, the old
46

THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 2020

hymn to Our Lady of Good Counsel, to the changes in
the Constitution & Bylaws over the years and more. I did
see councillors on some very old membership lists from
my council and provincial lists so I now know what a
councillor was.
Many times reports would encourage members to
buy the magazine, and I can see why. I thought about why
some women would not have bought these wonderful
magazines and have come to these conclusions: many
were probably immigrants and maybe they could not read
English; perhaps some did not have that small amount of
money; women were homemakers (‘keeping house’ was
their official occupation on old censuses) and probably
had no time in between looking after their children (and
if anything like my relatives they had many children) and
taking care of their homes and farms to read them; and
many may not have had electricity to read at night.
I have taken much time during the COVID-19
pandemic to work on my family history, so I have the
advantage of finding some of the names of the first diocesan
presidents that way. I started about 10 years ago, but only
did my father’s immediate siblings that I knew. Two years
ago, I started researching my mother’s side and found
some wonderful places to get information, and through
one place, I found a relative who had also worked on some
of my mom’s family history. I had the opportunity to meet
her in person last fall and she gave me some information to
help in my search. I am sad though that she is not in good
health at the moment to help more.
My parish council has declining membership due to
age. Though it is in a very large and busy parish, it has
many immigrants who do not wish to join as they are busy
with work and families. Many have joined other parish
committees needed to keep the parish running. One visitor
told me that even in her home country, they find it hard
to get younger members to join the Catholic Women’s
League.
I am at present the president, have a secretary and
treasurer and two chairpersons. I fill in the rest by ensuring
the League structure is maintained and information from
those standing committees is shared. No one wants the job
of president despite constant asking. I do not want to see
the parish council disband, so the five of us carry on.

Communicating is important and I am happy to see how
many communiques the chairpersons are preparing to keep
members informed. Congratulations to all!!
This pandemic has changed the world for now, and in
the future I am sure electronic communication will be for
everyone and every business. Those of us who do not have
the up to date gadgets or knowledge of how to use them

may get left behind. I am happy to be able to use e-mail and
visit the national website to read The Canadian League, but
some members do not have Internet. No matter how much
technology changes, it will never take the place of an actual
hug and face to face conversation where members can see
the smile in our actual words.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:
While I sincerely appreciated the centennial theme in
The Canadian League (v. 96 no. 2 Spring 2020) – especially
as a CWL archivist – I was shocked at the glaring omission
in the timeline between 1906 and 1920. The Catholic
Women’s League (in Canada) began in Edmonton in 1912
through the efforts of Katherine Hughes, who brought the
idea from her travels in England.
It was Katherine’s connection with her sister Loretta
Kneil (who worked on immigration issues in Ottawa)
that led CWL councils that had formed in the meantime,
to gather and found the national body of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada in Montreal in 1920 (National
Manual of P&P pg. 11; “We Simply Turned to the Women”
centennial exhibition, panels 1&2). The CWL’s aims were to
assist immigrant and rural women coming to live and work
in the cities, and the League remains true to its origins of
supporting immigrants and refugees to this day.
National Convention in 2012 was held in Edmonton
to celebrate the original centennial milestone. A highlight
of the convention was a 17-panel history of the Catholic

Women’s League in the Archdiocese of Edmonton,
produced professionally through the work of a committee
of life members committee. This display travelled to over 50
churches, archives, museums, and public spaces throughout
Alberta and beyond for three years to bring the history of
the Catholic Women’s League home to councils and as an
outreach project to inform the broader community.
Knowing how much the 1912-2012 centennial and
national convention that year meant to Edmonton Diocesan
Council and Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council, I offer
sympathies to the national convention team for Montreal
2020 that this centennial convention had to be cancelled due
to the global health pandemic. I trust we all, as sisters in the
League, will be able to gather once again at some time in the
not-too-distant future.
For God and Canada,
Mary-Lou Veeken
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sherwood Park

Correction:
Sincerest apologies for the omission of a most significant item on the League history timeline posted in the spring issue
of The Canadian League magazine. Certainly the editorial team was remiss in neglecting to include the most valuable
contribution of Katherine Hughes who organized a meeting of Catholic women in Edmonton in 1912 with the objective
“to provide protection and support to women and girls especially immigrants, seeking work in Edmonton” (Except the Lord
Build the House… A History of Social Concern, Pg. 6). Thank you to Mary-Lou Veeken for her most informative letter to the
editor found in this issue.
New timeline insertion:
1912 – The Catholic Women’s League (in Canada) began in Edmonton through the efforts of Katherine Hughes.
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Holy Family (Fernie) Parish Council’s
100th Anniversary
Celia Roccamatisi
Holy Family Parish Council (Fernie) Secretary

Holy Family Church, a brick building constructed by
the men in the parish from 1909-1911, is viewed as the
primary heritage Catholic church for British Columbia.
Complimentary to this, Holy Family Parish Council (Fernie)
has the original 1920 charter signed by first National
President Bellelle Guerin. The charter members were: Mrs.
E. Herchmer (president), Mrs. J. Klauer (secretary), Mrs. J.
Aiello, Mrs. J. Bella, Miss Lizzie Banks, Mrs. E. Caufield,
Mrs. J. Caufield, Mrs. T. Costanzo, Mrs. Crisafio, Mrs. F.
Denison, Mrs. Mary Eshwig, Mrs. Mathew Flood, Mrs.
Dan Gigliotti, Mrs. Wm Morris, Mrs. Roseanne Penny (last
surviving member until she passed away in 1998), Mrs. Wm.
Turner and Mrs. S. Wilson.
From the League’s inception, members, with the Knights
of Columbus, have been the heart of the parish, participating
in all the ministries serving the church and community.
At the provincial and federal levels, members serving on
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resolution committees caused some resolutions to become
legislation. The League has been viewed as a powerful
organization that affects the federal government.
At the parish level, members focus on the parish’s
immediate spiritual, social and financial needs. The pastor
always needs assistance to evangelize, to minister the
sacraments and to bring parishioners together to socialize.
Particularly in the parish’s early years, the church was the
social centre of parishioners’ lives, having teas, dances,
pageants, suppers, and luncheons often hosted by the League
parish council. These events helped with the financial
management of the parish. During Fr. Harold Clark’s tenure
as pastor (1988-1992), he said, “Holy Family is indebted to
the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Women’s League
for the financial support given to the parish.” During the
years Holy Family had a parochial school operated by the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Newark (1929-1956), members’
monetary support was a needed component for the school’s
functioning.
Today where the sisters’ convent was, a community
garden is being established. Currently, ten 12 feet by four feet
plots are individually rented for $100.00 to a heterogeneous
grouping of the community. Thirty more garden plots
will likely be constructed. Members are most pleased to
have brought Fernie Family Centre’s kitchen renovation
to completion, and there is now an industrial dishwasher,
new counters, a table extending the middle island and new
flooring. Thirty-three thousand dollars was raised by the
refugee committee to bring a family to Canada. The parish
council is actively involved in social justice issues and has the
presence of the Holy Spirit.
Holy Family Parish Council provides an avenue for
women who have the same faith to come together to support
each other in expressing God’s “great law of charity,” to pray
and study His word and consequently, to grow in sanctity. It is
in embracing Christ that members attain life everlasting with
the trinity, their ultimate destiny and the purpose of their
life. In spite of society being increasing secular, due to the
importance of this objective the organization will continue
into the future. Given the COVID-19 pandemic does not
negatively affect plans, Holy Family and St. Michael parish
councils will host a Eucharistic celebration with a dinner
reception to follow for the 100th anniversary on November
7th, for members of the East Kootenay parish councils.

A Con tes t For Fun

Bellelle Guerin invites members to journey through the first 100 years of League sisterhood by identifying
pictures from the spring issue of The Canadian League magazine!
Rules:
1. Contest is open to League members. Members of the
national convention planning committee, those responsible
for the coffee table book, members of the national
executive/board and staff are not eligible.

4. Send to national office marked CONTEST attention
Amanda McCormick at communications@cwl.ca or
mail to C-702 Scotland Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3M 1X5, no later than December 18, 2020.

2. Identify pictures from the spring issue of The Canadian
League.

5. Prizes will be awarded to the member who
correctly identifies the greatest number of correct
pictures.

3. The only pictures included in the contest are the pictures
appearing from the past on the following pages: front cover,
page 4, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 26 and back cover.

6. Include your e-mail address and telephone
number.

Prizes: Nominal prizes will be awarded based on a random selection of all correct submissions received by
December 18, 2020. Two prizes will be available for League members, with one prize awarded to an honorary life
member.
Identify pictures as follows:
Page #

Identify position on the page

Names in the picture

Event (if known)

Front cover

Bottom right corner

Bellelle Guerin

Unknown

We look forward to receiving your submission!

“Wrapped in the Arms of our Mother’’
In support of the 2022 National CWL Convention

Pashmina Orders

For those cool times.

Contact Diane Nadeau
cwlpashmina@gmail.com
Payments by etransfer to above email or
cheques payable to 2022 National CWL Convention.
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Black NOW available with Grey Madonna
Have you ever been cool at a meeting/
convention?
Let Our Lady wrap you in her arms
with a warm cuddly and soft cashmere
pashmina.
Available in cream or CWL blue.
75’’ x 29’’
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Mary Our Mother
(Irene Sheppard, St. Patrick Parish Council, Carbonear)

Mary our Mother, most blessed of all,
Without hesitation you answered God’s call.
Highly favoured and chosen,
you were the one
To bare and to care for His own very Son.
All through His life, Jesus loved
and obeyed you,
At the foot of His cross, you were there.
So on this special day devoted to mothers
Keep us all in your own loving care.
Lead us and guide us in your special way
In these difficult times as we live day to day.
Give us the courage as mothers,
to do for our children
And lead them to Jesus through you.
Amen.

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40007536

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN
ADDRESSES TO CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT
C-702 SCOTLAND AVENUE
WINNIPEG, MB R3M 1X5
E-MAIL: MEMBERSHIP@CWL.CA

