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President’s Message
Anne-Marie Gorman
National President and Chairperson of International Relations

I

n The Acts of the Apostles 24:15 it says, “I have
hope in God… that there will be a resurrection
of both the righteous and the unrighteous”. In
Revelation 21:1 it says there will be a “new heaven
and a new earth”. Imagine the courage and confidence
these two passages embody. They speak volumes as to how
people of faith are to try to model their lives.
Because Christians are a resurrection people, there
is good reason to be hopeful. The newness stated in
Revelation made me realize each breath is a new beginning,
each day a new adventure in which one may discover
something, learn something, make progress toward the
person and life God intends. Because Revelation is the
fulfillment of everything prior to this book, it
gives cause for much optimism.
The bookend of the bible, Genesis,
the first book of the bible, is a
reminder God created everything
and saw that it was good. Be assured
then that if God is responsible for
all the beauty in the world, this
merciful and compassionate God
who loves us so much and wants to
be with us, would likewise not wish
to do anything to destroy creation.
The new heaven and the new earth
must be something that ensures there will
no longer be any of the negative things with
which we live—sin, sickness, worry, corruption, evil, for
example. If all negativity is to pass away, imagine the joy
it will bring. Peace will flourish. Knowing this definitively
allows us to look forward to the newness. The work being
done presently in the League will produce an updated and
new organization that will still maintain the values that
have defined this organization since 1920. The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada is on course for an exciting
new future.
As the League continues its forward progress towards
a new-looking entity, embrace confidently the knowledge
that the Holy Spirit is present and providing inspiration on
this journey. Since 1920, the League has become new with

each executive. “New” is good and inevitable and Godwilled. We are so blessed to be in a new day as members.
The women who responded to the call nearly 100 years
ago, and on whose shoulders we stand now, forged the
direction we have followed with great courage and hope
that this organization makes a real difference in the church
in Canada and the world.
Most recently in our history, the eight women who
responded to the call as steering committee members did
their work guided by the Holy Spirit. When the work was
completed, they turned over the mantle to four women
who comprise the implementation committee. Their
responsibility is “to become oriented in the work done on
strategic planning…; to prepare a strategy map for
the five-year implementation of the Strategic
Plan 2018-2022…; to establish and provide
oversight to working groups that will…
develop and execute detailed action
plans based on the board approved
strategy map.” It can only be described
as a labour of love that so many creative
minds and energetic hearts use their
God-given gifts and good judgement to
seek professional expertise outside when
required.
As the “what” has already been determined
through the strategic planning process to date,
the working groups, of which there are three for the first
year, will “plan and conduct the ‘how’”… [and] “carry
out the plan to achieve the desired objective”. Everything,
including detailed terms of reference for each committee,
charts, graphs and maps comprise a new chapter in the
history of the League.
The Holy Spirit has led us this far; the Holy Spirit will
continue to be with us, as in the Gospel of John, “The
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything and remind you of
all that I have said to you”. Almost giddy with delight and
anticipation, we have nothing to fear and everything for
which to be joyful women of faith. V
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From the National
Spiritual Advisor
Most Rev. Stephen Jensen, Bishop of Prince George
National Spiritual Advisor

F

ollowing an energizing national convention in Calgary
last August, almost 850 participants returned to their
councils with information and motivation to continue
the work of implementing the strategic plan as the
League enters its 100th year.
National president-elect Fran Lucas gave an engaging
PowerPoint presentation on the genesis, development and now
implementation phase of this new direction for the League’s
second century. The strategic plan is a carefully crafted roadmap
for renewal at every level.
Change is not easy for most people. There is a sense of
security in what is familiar, and we often face new things with
a mixture of fear and suspicion, wanting to cling to what has
served us in the past. Every member of the League has a role in
helping her sisters understand and embrace the possibilities the
new strategic plan provides.
Being realistic about how we feel is simple honesty, but it
can also help us see that any ambivalence we have is only one
step on a long journey. By putting things in perspective, we can
go beyond the unfamiliar and begin to see the advantages of the
strategic plan as we make it our own experience.

We need to be well-informed, taking time to become
familiar with the work done on the implementation of the
strategic plan. I suggested at the convention each diocesan
president request an opportunity to give the PowerPoint
presentation during a diocesan meeting of priests or at the
deanery level. Communication is crucial if the pastors of the
church are to know the good work of renewal underway in
the League. Experience shows that when bishops and priests
learn about the strategic plan, they become enthusiastic about
supporting it at the parish level.
We should not be overwhelmed by the magnitude of
change. Taking a step at a time is not only realistic but
practical. “Rome wasn’t built in a day,” and the possibilities
of the strategic plan will take time to be realized at all levels.
It is also important to continually evaluate progress and share
feedback as new things are implemented.
The Objects of the League are timeless, but the ways to
attain them must be adapted to changing conditions in the
church and society. The mission is always a work in progress,
like every living thing. We should recognize our efforts,
humble though they may be, are contributing to a renewed
League to better serve God and Canada in a new century. V

100th Annual National Convention
2020 Montreal, Quebec
Do you need a bag to carry papers to
League meetings?
The Quebec 2020 convention committee has just what you need!
A soft sided brief case with embroidered crest, and front and
side zippered pockets to carry pens, sticky notes, a cellphone
and water bottle.

Price: $30.00 plus shipping.
C

100th ANNIVERSARY PINS
Price: $10.00
plus shipping.
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Please contact Janet McLean at (514) 631-5992 or 2020cwlmtl@gmail.com
for more information or to place an order.
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Welcome new and returning
national executive!

Back row, left to right: Ontario Provincial President Colleen Perry, Alberta Mackenzie Provincial President Judy Look,
Nova Scotia Provincial President Glenda Carson, National Chairperson of Community Life Marie Rackley,
National Chairperson of Christian Family Life Pat Deppiesse, Manitoba Provincial President Janet Brunger,
Saskatchewan Provincial President Chantal Devine, Prince Edward Island Provincial President Shirley Pierce,
Military Ordinariate Provincial President Tawnya Stringer, New Brunswick Provincial President Hazel Robichaud,
Quebec Provincial President Rosa Lam
Front row, left to right: B.C. & Yukon Provincial President Gisela Montague, Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial
President Ellen Merrigan, National Secretary-Treasurer Janet McLean, National Second Vice-President and Chairperson
of Communications Doreen Gowans, National Past President and Chairperson of Laws Margaret Ann Jacobs, National
Spiritual Advisor Bishop Stephen Jensen (Prince George), National President and Chairperson of International Relations
Anne-Marie Gorman, National President-Elect and Chairperson of Organization Fran Lucas, National First VicePresident and Chairperson of Spiritual Development Shari Guinta, National Chairperson of Legislation Betty Colaneri,
National Chairperson of Education and Health Faith Anderson, National Chairperson of Resolutions Cathy Bouchard

In keeping with the League’s new theme Care for Our Common Home, along with the potential opportunity to reduce
production costs, please note that The Canadian League magazine is available online at cwl.ca. Should you prefer
to view the magazine online, kindly notify the council membership convenor and your name will be
deleted from the hard copy distribution list.
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Highlights
From The 99TH
Annual National
Convention
By Mary Nordick

Guest Journalist and Life Member

M

embers and guests came, 846 strong to Calgary, Alberta, August 18-21, 2019 for
the 99th annual national convention of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada,
under the theme Care for Our Common Home. They came to pray, learn, conduct
business and play. Those gathered experienced a warm welcome to a city famed for hospitality
and attractions. Thank you to the Calgary Diocesan Council, welcoming committee and the
numerous volunteers for making the stay so memorable.
Everything accomplished in the League is built on prayer. The convention gave many
opportunities for prayer from the opening liturgy in the light-filled church of St. Albert the
Great to the closing liturgy in St. Mary’s Cathedral. Common themes in the four Eucharistic
celebrations were God’s abundant grace and the need for response to that grace—for the
benefit of all who share the beauty and wonder of a common home. At the opening Eucharistic
celebration, Bishop William McGrattan (Calgary) noted members must be a voice in the world
that dialogues and points to the integral dignity of each person. As Christians, members bear
witness and hear the cry of the earth and the poor. Monday morning, Archbishop Gerard
Pettipas (Grouard-McLennan) focused on Jesus’ look of love to the rich young man (and to
us)—a look that invites discipleship, a relationship more valuable than anything. On Tuesday,
Archbishop Richard Smith (Edmonton) reminded the congregation that they are “Branded
in Christ”, sent into the suffering world and are resource-dependent on Christ, continuing
forward despite forces strong against the church. At the closing Eucharistic celebration,
National Spiritual Advisor Bishop Stephen Jensen (Prince George) spoke of restoring all things
to Christ. He spoke of members’ role in the restoration as women who communally live
divine law with a frank profession of faith, are open with religion and do charitable work to
bring truth to others. Two prayer highlights were the beautiful memorial service for deceased
members and spiritual advisors, and the commissioning service for new life members.
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Through an arch of blessing formed by the
hands of honorary life members, the League
welcomed Shirley Christo, Chantal Devine,
Marie-Theresa Lamphier, Linda McClinton,
Susan Melchiorre, Margaret Schwab, Ruby
Sharpe, Ana Sousa, Barbara Thuen, Anna
Tremblay and Anne Vincelli as life members.
Members and guests learned how valued
and welcomed members are from dignitaries’
greetings at the opening ceremony. Calgary
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor Fr. Jonathon
Gibson, while confused as to which madam
president, showed no confusion when he
called the CWL “Canadian Witnesses of
Loyal Love.” Alberta Mackenzie Provincial
President Judy Look spoke of challenging
times and reminded members that like
Mary, they are called to birth Jesus to the
world. Gary Struthers, chief superintendent
of Calgary Catholic School District, spoke
of the Grace project, which, with the help
of the League and Knights of Columbus,
cares and advocates for the future of Catholic
education. Mary Ruth McDougal, a First
Nation elder from the Blackfoot Confederacy
and League member, greeted the audience in
her native language, expressing the League
had done much, but more was needed.
Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi welcomed
members and guests to a modern city on
ancient land where people came because
of the water and engaged in the human act
of building community. He asked, “How
can we become instruments of peace in a
world where voices of division are prevalent?
Through service, love, compassion, since
mercy will always win.” He then asked those
assembled to join in the traditional Calgary

greeting—a resounding “Yahoo!” On behalf
of Alberta Premier Jason Kenney, Minister
of Education Adriana LeGrange, a League
member, noted League goals are similar to
her work for the future of children. Calgary
Diocesan President Jan Myhre read letters
from the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta
Lois Mitchell and from Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, who praised the League’s
volunteerism. Knights of Columbus State
Deputy Vince Reyes asked for support of a
new project, Novenas for Life, before inviting
all present to a wine and cheese reception
hosted by the Knights.
Over three days of business, several
organizations addressed the convention.
Greetings were brought by representatives of
the Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Society,
the United Church Women, the Ukrainian
Catholic Women’s League of Canada and the
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada.
Honorary Life Member Irene Lefort provided
an update on the Catholic Women’s
Leadership Foundation. She advised a
second cohort had begun studies, that Cecile
Miller is the new League representative on
the foundation’s independent board and
requested three things of the League—
pray, donate, participate. Maribeth Stewart
Blogoslawski, World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) Vice
President General and Regional Vice
President for North America, and National
President of the National Council of
Catholic Women, said former WUCWO
President General Ma Del Pilar Bellosillo
is a candidate for canonization. In terms
of the environment, WUCWO advocates
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for cleanups every Saturday in September, encouraging the
involvement of school children and asking for photographs of
the work.
Alex Schadenberg from Euthanasia Prevention Coalition
called the League a group of women who care about people. He
described euthanasia as the abandonment of the human person
at the time of greatest need, not freedom or choice. A cheque
for $18,230 was presented to Mr. Schadenberg.
Fr. David Reilander from Catholic Missions In Canada
described the League and Catholic missions as a great
partnership over decades. He reminded attendees Canada—a
developed nation—is still a mission country, especially in the
North. A donation for $38,160 was presented, and a motion
to declare a national day of prayer for Canadian Home Missions
carried.
Melodie Gabriel, a beneficiary of the Catholic Women’s
Leadership Foundation program, represented Catholic Near
East Welfare Association (CNEWA) and provided an update
on conditions in the Middle East. She encouraged members
to bring hope to Christians there through prayer, donations
and spreading the word about CNEWA. A motion declaring
a national day of prayer for Christians in the Holy Land was
carried and a cheque presented for $16,346.
Kathleen Provost, campaign director at St. Francis
Xavier University, thanked members for support of Coady
International Institute and shared a video of words and stories
from beneficiaries. A donation for $23,991 was presented to
Coady for scholars in the Global Change Leaders program,
instead of the previously supported program that was paused
for 2019. A vote ratified this change.
Catholic Health Alliance of Canada (CHAC) representatives
introduced Awaken, a call to action that seeks to transform, to
invite participants as ambassadors in a social media campaign,
and to connect to parishes. Members who wish to learn more
are encouraged to visit CHAC’s website at http://www.chac.ca/
awaken.index_e.php.
On Monday, delegates approved sending a letter to the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, commending it for
the document, Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to
the Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation, and
Transformation.
Concise, informative and interesting oral reports were
presented and are included in this issue of the magazine.
Resolutions are vital components of League business.
A lively pre-convention dialogue allowed members to see
upcoming resolutions, discuss and become familiar with
changes to the resolutions process. Two resolutions were
brought to the floor, debated and adopted.
Betty Colaneri, national chairperson of legislation and
chairperson of the centenary committee, reported on the
huge success of the HUG project, which saw far more than
the original goal of 2,019 packages collected. As “Bridge over
Troubled Waters” played, provincial presidents joined hands
6
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and circled a table laden with bags, while pictures of HUGS
collections from across Canada appeared on screen. Betty
promised 2020 would be “Lights, Camera, Action,” with a
fashion show including “fascinating” hats.
Keynote speaker Sr. Dorothy Ederer, Grand Rapids
Dominican sister and Catholic chaplain at Holy Cross Services,
informed, entertained and touched the audience’s hearts with
“What is Our Common Home: We Care for Our Homeland,
Our Homes, Our Hearts”. With deft humour, intriguing and
often poignant stories (such as the Chinese education official
who came to know and acknowledge God), wonderful videos
and songs, and many short, pithy statements, Sr. Ederer kept
the audience engaged. What cannot be adequately conveyed
is her passion, warmth, magnetism and superlative speaking
skills, all recognized by a resounding standing ovation and
League blessing. Check out the livestream available on the
League website.
The following speakers presented four great breakout
sessions: Dr. Peter Baltutis, assistant professor of history and
Catholic studies at St. Mary’s University (Calgary) whose
topic was “Living Laudato Si’: Practical Tools on How We
Can Care for our Common Home”; Sr. Madeleine Gregg,
fcj from the FCJ Retreat and Conference Centre who spoke
on “Spiritual Practice and Care for Our Common Home”;
Dr. Timothy Harvie, associate professor of philosophy and

ethics, also with St. Mary’s University, whose topic was “What
the Catholic Church says about Care for Creation and Why it
is Fundamentally Catholic that We Are ‘Good Stewards’ of the
Environment”; and Marilou LeGeyt, former outreach ministries
coordinator for the Diocese of Calgary, who shared “A Carbon
Conversation: Why is it so Hard to Change? How Can We
Respond to the Cry of the Poor?” Three presentations are on
the League website.
The familiar soundtrack from Star Wars made hearts beat
faster as the strategic planning clip’s opening lines scrolled
into the future. National President-Elect and Chairperson of
Organization Fran Lucas presented “The League of the Future:
Year 1”. She detailed what led to strategic planning and what
has happened thus far, commenting on projected timelines and
goals, introducing the implementation committee and current
working groups and fielding questions. Reminding members
it takes time to bear fruit, she asked them to make a habit of
praying the “Prayer for Renewal,” volunteer for future working
groups when the call comes, and watch for an instructed vote
in the 2020 fall issue of The Canadian League magazine, as well
as updated information in all forms of communication. The
presentation is on the League website and is available for local
workshops through the provincial presidents. Approach your
provincial council to find out more.
Before, in between and after prayer, learning and business,
it was time to PLAY. From the traditional Calgary welcome
by the Calgary International Airport white hatters to the
rollicking group of Quebec delegates (led by Bonhomme) who
invited those gathered to next year’s convention, there was
even hilarity on the convention floor. Pre-convention delights
included a guided bus tour on Saturday that took in Stampede
Park, St Mary’s University and the site of the winter Olympics
and, on Sunday, a choice of the historic Heritage Park or

National Music Centre. Monday night’s Western Shindig lived
up to its name, featuring traditional Alberta beef and beans,
singing cowboys, photo-ops with props, great line dancing and
country band, The Deputies. Members sporting cowboy hats
and western wear sang along, clapped and danced with high
energy and delight. Yahoo!
The gala banquet featured a piper led entrance of the
national executive and guests, toasts to the League and Canada,
prayer, delicious food, appreciations and entertainment. The
Heebee-jeebees, an acapella quartet, delighted the crowd
with familiar songs and one written especially for the League
(available on request). Two items were a special treat—a song
designed to show just how low one person could pitch his
voice, and the addition of an honorary fifth member to perform
a key role in “The Lion Sleeps Tonight.” Bishop Jensen goodnaturedly played along and endeared himself to members.
On Thursday, while the national executive attended a
post-convention meeting and the convention committee
packed up and moved out of the hotel, several members
took a tour to either the Badlands or Banff. The Badlands
tour brought attendees to Horseshoe Canyon, the Hoodoos
formations, dinosaur capital Drumheller, and the site of the
Badlands Passion Play—a 25 years running, largely amateur
cast performance in an acoustically marvellous outdoor
amphitheatre. Who needs to go abroad when this is in
members’ backyard?
The convention sent all home refreshed in spirit, with
new ideas, a renewed commitment to service and change
in our beloved League, and many wonderful blessings from
friendships old and new, forged in The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada. V
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Oral Reports
National President		
Anne-Marie Gorman
Pointe-du-Chene,
New Brunswick

It was such a privilege
to serve the League’s almost
78,000 members in my first
year as national president. It can
never be underestimated how
valuable it is to simply be with each other. The president’s role
of presence is a special gift the president at all levels can give
and receive as she navigates her two years in leadership.
From the time of my first meeting in August with the national
executive/board until now, I had the opportunity to represent
members among American sisters at the National Council of
Catholic Women conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and
bring greetings to them on the League’s behalf. I was invited to
read at a Eucharistic celebration at the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ (CCCB) plenary assembly, where an added
meeting of the lay associations’ representatives conferred—of
which the League is one. I attended the general assembly of
the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations in Dakar,
Senegal in October as a voting delegate, followed by the fall
board meeting in Winnipeg.
By January, many of the major decisions were made
regarding planning for the 99th annual national convention in
Calgary. I visited, sat in on a planning meeting and toured the
convention hotel facilities. The committee was organized and
had anticipated every eventuality that might occur as much as
possible for a convention to be held months away. Attendees
are definitely in good hands under the direction of Chairperson
Judy Montes and Co-Chairperson Marilyn Schafer.
February took me back to Winnipeg for the winter board
meeting. I was overwhelmed by the thought put into the new
theme by the provincial councils and shared amongst board
members. Fifteen typewritten pages of activities undertaken by
the provincial councils were noted. The myriad projects planned
will ensure 78,000 women (and by extension, their families,
which could put the numbers into the hundreds of thousands)
demonstrate practically their care for creation. Everything
done individually and collectively may have either a positive or
negative impact on the poorest of the poor in the world.
8
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Reports have been edited
for space. To read the full
reports, please visit cwl.ca.

The board dealt with challenging issues requiring
continuing research and study, and action regarding sexual
abuse within the church and the ongoing audit of the Canadian
Catholic Organization for Development and Peace—Caritas
Canada (CCODP). Board members came to the winter meeting
prepared to discuss the publication Protecting Minors from
Sexual Abuse: A Call to the Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing,
Reconciliation, and Transformation. An ad hoc committee was
struck to consider the CCCB’s publication, the report of which
will be shared as part of the spiritual development oral report.
Regarding the audit of CCODP, it is encouraging that
the CCCB endorsed the 2019 Share Lent campaign on the
condition funds collected not be forwarded at this time to any
partners currently under review. An update will be part of the
community life oral report.
The largest challenge has also been the most exciting;
beginning the implementation of the process of planning
strategically in the League. I sat in on several meetings of the
implementation committee and the historic first meetings of
each of the first year working groups under their respective
leads. The full report of this work will be presented by National
President-Elect and Chairperson of Organization Fran Lucas,
who is also liaison between the national board and the
implementation committee.
By way of a history lesson, Executive Director Kim Scammell
collated a spreadsheet detailing the changes made in the
organization since 1923. This information is instructive as the
League evolves. Twelve important changes were made over the
first 75 years to accommodate the needs of the membership
and the evolution of governance; yet, none have been made
since 1993—more than 25 years.
Attendance at provincial conventions was the greatest gift
I received as national president. Having the opportunity to
be with my sisters is unsurpassed in my history as a member.
I had the opportunity to hear the issues that speak to the
membership in the respective provinces through reports and
choices of program speakers. I was able to present a review of
what has transpired since the process of planning strategically
was adopted in 2018, and present the most recent updates
of the plan. Educating members at every stage is key to
understanding how to meet the needs of current realities in the
church and country, and how women have such a vital role to
play in the present and future of the church. I was also able to
present on the theme, Care for Our Common Home.
I was able to sit in on pre-convention executive meetings,
hear inspirational speakers, listen to full reports and report on
what is occurring at the national level. I was privileged to attend

provincial conventions in Prince Edward Island, Quebec,
Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Ontario.
Where unable to attend, I sent greetings to provincial and
diocesan councils, some of whom welcomed national standing
committee chairpersons or the respective provincial president
to represent the board.
The women I interacted with personally made the largest
impression on me. Their devotion to faith, their work effort and
their ability to enjoy the time in convention set such a positive
tone. Whether in meeting or social time, I learned more about
this beautiful country, its geography and history, and most
importantly, its citizens. .
Looking to the second year of my term, I foresee the
beginnings of a change that will be welcomed by the
membership and a renewed interest by all Catholic women.
While I have said many times that I believe all Catholic women
would wish to belong to the League if they knew what it
represents in the church and the country, I realize the efforts
that must be expended to make this a reality will be done in
increments over time. In First John, Jesus said to some who
would become his disciples, “Come and see.” The Holy Spirit
speaks to everyone and everything—we simply have to become
better listeners so we can act on the urgings each of us know
in her heart. Then we too will say to all who will listen, “come
and see.”
Our Lady of Good Counsel has inspired the League for
99 years. She will continue to assist members. Each of us has
a unique role to play in this journey. It is with excitement and
joy that I hunger for and anticipate untold blessings in the next
year and indeed in the next 100 years of this vital and necessary
organization. V

National Spiritual Advisor
Bishop Stephen Jensen
Prince George,
British Columbia

After the first year of my
term as national spiritual
advisor, I am pleased to offer
some thoughts on what I have
observed, experienced and
learned as I worked with the national executive and staff.
First, on behalf of the bishops of Canada, I express
appreciation for the League’s solidarity with us in promoting
the life of faith and service in the parishes of our dioceses. The
League is a strong partner for pastors in their efforts to build
their parish communities. The League’s initiatives to address
moral issues affecting everyone in Canada has strengthened

the church’s witness and changed many lives for the better.
I commend the national leadership for understanding and
supporting the bishops’ efforts to strengthen the Catholic
identity of the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development
and Peace—Caritas Canada, a work that continues.
Over the past year, I attended the meetings of the national
executive and, most recently, the meeting of the resolutions
committee that carefully reviewed proposals from the provincial
level. I am very impressed by the dedication, professionalism
and wisdom evident in the national leadership. Its commitment
to the highest standards of policy development ensures
the League’s voice will be taken seriously in the councils of
government.
As the implementation phase of the strategic plan unrolls,
the need for effective communication of the plan to spiritual
advisors and parish priests is paramount. I suggest provincial
presidents share the PowerPoint presentation from this year’s
convention with diocesan presidents, who can ask their bishops
for time at a clergy study day or in deanery meetings to present
the plan to pastors.
The job description for the national spiritual advisor lists
three primary goals: he should be accessible to the national
executive and in particular the national president, provide advice
and guidance for spiritual programs and participate in meetings
and conventions. I enjoyed working with an impressive group
of women who guide the League at the national level and look
forward to another year of service together. V

National Secretary-Treasurer

Janet McLean
Dorval, Quebec

What would an organization
do without a secretary or
treasurer?
Who would type the
minutes, send and receive
correspondence, write cheques, balance the books and pay the
bills? In the case of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, it
would do just fine because of the efficient employees who work
for the League in the national office. Staff keep the business side
of the League functioning smoothly on a day-to-day basis.
My duties as national secretary-treasurer involve reviewing,
verifying and amending, if necessary, minutes and documents
sent under my signature, as well as reviewing bank
reconciliations and statements, investment reports and financial
statements. Supporting documents are requested as needed to
ensure everything is in order. I thoroughly reviewed the League’s
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audit papers before submitting the 2018 financial statements
to the national executive/board for discussion and approval at
its February 2019 meeting.
The 2018 financial statements are printed in the
convention booklet [available from national office]. The
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures details the write-off
of the capitalized cost of the terminated computer software,
additional support required to re-establish the old software,
and an adjustment to investments for unrealized losses.
Donations to the national bursary fund increased, which
allowed more or larger bursaries to be given to qualified
bursary fund applicants.
As requested by the board, a balanced budget was
presented and approved for 2019. Two fee increases took
effect—the national convention registration fee was doubled
to $100.00 and the life member application fee was doubled
to $200.00, the first increase since life memberships were
introduced. Two strategies to reduce executive meeting
costs were introduced—teleconference meetings for the
administrative committee and a change of location for the
winter board meeting. Looking at the June statements,
at December 31, 2019, net revenue from operations is
anticipated.
There are two remarks I would like to make on the June
30th statements. Donations to the national voluntary funds
are down from last year. Contributions to these funds provide
councils an opportunity to strengthen the League’s foundation
pillars of service and social justice. It would be wonderful if all
councils could contribute to the national voluntary funds—no
contribution is too small.
The other remark concerns the main source of revenue—
the $13.00 national per capita fee. The last national per capita
fee increase was in 2012. With inflation, this $13.00 fee now
has the purchasing power of $11.43, while many League
expenses have increased because of inflation.
Beginning next year, parish councils will be required to
pay the premium for parish general liability insurance when
remitting council memberships. The finance committee will
also take a closer look at the League’s investment portfolio
to see if some adjustments are necessary to maximize yield,
keeping in mind its responsibility to be good stewards and
investing in socially responsible investments.
2020 is going to be an exciting year for the League for
many reasons, among them, the ongoing implementation of
the strategic plan. This will require increased expenditures for
the implementation committee as the League moves from its
infancy to the toddler stage.
With humility and joy, I will continue to monitor the
League’s finances on behalf of members and take on any task
required or asked of me as a member of the board. V

For God and Canada
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Executive Director

Kim Scammell
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Have you ever noticed how
strong the winds get just before
a big change in temperature?
If you are from the prairies,
you know this as surely as
you know anything. There’s a strong Arctic front, a frigid
air mass complete with bone-chilling temperatures, where
the atmosphere is one of stillness, of hibernation. Then the
wind begins, and quickly, suddenly, in comes the Chinook,
the snow eater, bringing warm temperatures with the strong
wind gusts. While you anxiously await the warmth, you guard
yourself against the wind, lest you be blown away.
The change comes quickly. Sometimes much more quickly
than you can anticipate. And if you haven’t been watching the
news or the weather channel, or you don’t have a weather app,
you will not be prepared to buttress against the winds or to
dress appropriately for the fabulous weather quickly on its way.
So too with the League today. Keep watch. Be aware, or
you may not anticipate that the wind could uproot you, might
blow you off course. And you may not have prepared enough
to wear lighter clothing so as to enjoy the glorious, sunny
weather.
At the office, preparations are being made. Employees are
engaged and curious about where the plan will lead. They are
assisting the working groups, staying informed, and reflecting
on how best to serve within the context of a new environment,
with new expectations.
Small changes have occurred as the winds are picking
up. There have been changes in staff, changes in software,
changes in service to national executive members who are
the primary users of office resources, and changes to service
to the membership. In terms of staffing changes, two long
term employees, Larry Peters and Diane Havens, have retired.
Short-term employee Natalia Bilynskyy has been replaced by
Amanda McCormick. This currently leaves four employees.
One full-time and one seasonal employee will be hired for
membership in the fall.
In terms of software changes, the League is progressing
slowly toward a cloud-based software system with the
current supplier of services. But very carefully as changes
to the Constitution & Bylaws, communications streams, and
administrative procedures may well change the current
algorithms used in the programs.
In terms of service to the national executive, provision
of support more in line with a board governance model has
been introduced, with the focus not on methods, but on

outcomes. Methods will always vary depending on the person
in charge of them, yet should respect and reflect the core values
of the organization, the how of doing something. Outcomes
are articulated expectations, describing what should be done.
Modernized associations use outcomes-based decision making
to plan their futures.
Finally, in terms of service to the membership, by complying
with board expectations to reduce communications with the
membership and allow the members to provide support and
assistance, and be accountable to each other. To help the board
achieve this goal, national office has discontinued the toll-free
number and will administer sales, per capita fees, national
bursaries, council records, membership and life membership.
All other inquiries, unless they come from board members or
sub-committees, will be respectfully redirected in a manner that
honours the current League structure.
Change is inevitable. Change is needed. The winds of
change are blowing. Are you ready? V

Spiritual Development

Shari Guinta
Waterloo, Ontario

It was an absolute honour
to be the League’s national
standing committee chairperson
of spiritual development this past
year. I met and corresponded
with some wonderful women across the country, had a hardworking, active committee, and learned from them and from
staff as well as from National Spiritual Advisor Bishop Stephen
Jensen (Prince George).
Members across the country used League resources, as
well as searched out new ones. I was pleasantly surprised at
the number of councils that studied and focused on Laudato
Si’. Many parish, diocesan and provincial councils reported
planning retreats, as well as following Vision TV and Salt +
Light TV programming.
Two pope’s encyclicals, Evangelii Gaudium and Laudato Si’,
were studied. Some parish councils were very active in this
regard, offering “Women of Grace” and “Study of Women in
Scripture” programs, retreats, lay formation programs, religious
book exchanges and having guest speakers.
Women had active roles in the parish and took courses
to strengthen participation. There was involvement in parish,
pastoral and finance councils, regional pastoral councils and
parish liturgy committees, to name a few.
Councils supported the national voluntary fund, Catholic
Missions In Canada, with cash donations, clothing, food and

school supplies. Other missions mentioned were Esk-Omi
Missions, Kee-Pas Missions, St. Francis Xavier Mission, On
Eagle’s Wings, Valley Native Ministry and St. Gertrude Parish in
Pelican Narrows. The Keep Christ in Christmas campaign was
also mentioned in conjunction with the Knights of Columbus,
as well as Christmas hampers for the community.
Members were involved in pretty well all ministries of the
parish, such as Eucharistic minister, lector, ushers, music,
sacristan, sacramental preparation, children’s liturgy, grief
ministry, prayer shawl ministry and catechism. Other ministries
included volunteer work outside the parish.
Joint services were offered with women of other faiths, as
well as invitation of women to meetings, services and social
events. Parish councils participated in Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada,
World Day of Prayer, WUCWO Day and Fellowship of the Least
Coin, as well as placing a wreath on Remembrance Day. I am in
awe of the work done across the country. Women of the League
are active, involved, intelligent, organized, spiritual women who
follow Jesus’ call to serve the people.
As for me, I planned the spiritual programs for national
executive/board meetings in the fall and winter. This includes
prayers to begin and close sections of meetings and organizing
the Eucharistic celebrations. I encourage all levels to realize the
importance of good spiritual programs for meetings.
I was fortunate to attend a conference in Ottawa in
April entitled Jesus at the Well. This conference, presented
by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB),
was enlightening and very worthwhile. Its focus was on
evangelization and catechesis. I cannot possibly explain the
value of the several workshops and presentations I attended.
I was also asked to present a summary on the CCCB
document, Protection of Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to
the Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation, and
Transformation, to the board at the February 2019 meeting.
I was then asked to chair an ad hoc committee on the issue,
with information and suggested direction for national council.
I have reported to the board and will follow up. Stay tuned
for that. V

Organization

Fran Lucas
Edmonton, Alberta

How many of you are
thinking about Christmas
shopping, and specifically a gift
you would like or would like to
give?
FALL 2019 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE
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I think attending convention is like receiving a Christmas
gift. And, because of the many layers of things that happen at
convention, “that gift just keeps giving!” We meet new sisters
in the League, learn from wonderful speakers, hear and adopt
meaningful resolutions, and leave enthused and ready to take
on the work ahead, knowing there is another Christmas gift,
convention 2020, already being planned!
How about the giving of a Christmas gift? Any member you
invite and manage to get to attend this convention is your early
present to them! I know we each would like to have the ability
to give more Christmas gifts and you can—the challenge is for
you to do that next year. From information on the annual report
surveys, we know many parish and diocesan presidents have
never been to a national convention. That can change with your
desire to give a gift.
My role as liaison between the implementation committee
and the national executive/board has been enriching. From
meeting members—albeit on webcam—to hearing the passion
expressed in the work done by the leads and working groups,
one cannot help but be inspired.
The completion of annual reports continues to be a
favourite yearly exercise for about seven members across all of
Canada. Truly, only 57.07% of councils completed the survey
this year. Provincial and diocesan organization chairpersons,
I challenge you to work together to find a way to personally
touch base with parish councils that did not complete a survey,
so the participation rate is at least 99% next year!
Executive members at all levels, look at your annual reports,
then at the respective one nationally. See what learnings are
there to share with members. Then having done that, my last
challenge is to identify what can you suggest, change or keep
doing for the benefit of members.
The online membership system is used by only 61.3%
of councils. Please encourage your parish council to get on
board—the system is easy to use and helps on many levels.
I enjoyed seeing the creative ways councils promote the
League. Based on one approval, I am watching for the League
crest being used as a decal to cover the entire side of a piece
of luggage, to come past me in an airport! A reminder that all
users of the League crest must first submit a request and be
approved.
A couple of new initiatives have happened in the last few
months. First, there has been an addition to the development
fund guidelines. You can now request funding to visit parishes
without councils to present on the benefits of membership.
The more remote parish councils will most benefit from this
addition.
Second, via Nova Scotia Provincial Council’s suggestion
to introduce life members, we will begin doing so with the fall
issue of The Canadian League magazine. We believe this will
remind and encourage councils to reach out to these and all life
members as resources.
God bless you in all your work, especially as you Care for
12
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Our Common Home. We will see by the membership numbers
next year who gave the most Christmas gifts in 2019! V

Christian Family Life

Pat Deppiesse
North Vancouver,
British Columbia

The Christian family life
standing committee touches
the lives of everyone, the preborn, youth, disabled, single,
married, divorced, seniors, widowed, the elderly, the dying
and also religious vocations. Members’ vocation is “to grow in
faith, and to witness to the love of God through ministry and
service.” I am sure every member has done some work under
this committee during her years of membership.
The core purpose outlined in the strategic planning manual
is to promote social justice through service to the church,
Canada and the world, by following Catholic teachings and
being actively involved in society. To do this, members need to
ask, “How can I help?” and “How can I serve?”
Members need to become educated by reading and
researching the church’s position on all life issues, and new
technologies that may pose ethical questions. A reliable source
is the website and newsletters of Dr. Moira McQueen.
I noted from the annual reports that parish councils
promote activities in the parishes to provide an increased focus
on family life. The family unit has become diversified, yet all
are deserving of respect. Members must encourage prayer and
offer support to make everyone feel welcome.
A beautiful new pro-life brochure outlines the many ways
to be involved in life issues and is available for sale at national
office. Be sure to get one for each member.
I attended the movie Unplanned and was impressed by the
quality of the film. Unfortunately, the theatre was mostly filled
with League members and those already convinced abortion
is an atrocity. However, if nothing else, it renewed their resolve
to continue to advocate for life.
It was joyfully noticed that young people are accepting the
challenge to defend the unborn and those in the end stages
of life by taking up the pro-life cause and participating in the
various marches.
There is a new brochure for members, Annulments Today—
Merciful and Just. Empathize with those suffering because of
failed relationships—women who are separated and divorced.
Members need to see the face of Jesus in each wounded
soul, offering understanding and compassion. Let’s work on
eradicating all violence towards women.

Canada is still considering euthanasia to children and
people with psychiatric conditions, and Euthanasia Prevention
Coalition (EPC) Executive Director Alex Schadenberg recently
presented a petition of 15,000 names opposing this action
to the federal government. The national voluntary fund
donation to EPC is $18,235.52, and I thank members for
their generosity.
I hope all councils will participate in LifeCanada’s Dying
Healed program to train volunteers on how to reach out to the
sick and dying, especially at the end of life when people may
be lonely and vulnerable.
I urge each of you to “become the change you wish to
see in the world.” I leave you with a quote from Pope Francis
from Evangelii Gaudium, “Going out to others in order to reach
the fringes of humanity does not mean rushing out aimlessly
into the world. Often it is better simply to slow down, to put
aside our eagerness in order to see and listen to others, to
stop rushing from one thing to another and to remain with
someone who has faltered along the way.” V

Community Life

Marie Rackley
Saint John, New Brunswick

“For I was hungry and
you gave me food, thirsty and
you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was
in prison and you visited me” (Mt. 25:35-36). This statement
sums up the work members have done for their communities
and Canada. It shows members are dedicated to the care and
survival of all those in need.
A report has been written by the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) regarding the projects Canadian
Catholic Organization for Development and Peace—Caritas
Canada (CCODP) supports and was sent to national council
of CCODP and to each bishop. The report is on the plenary
agenda of the 2019 meeting, taking place in September.
Deloitte Canada has been commissioned to prepare a review to
facilitate greater alignment of the way the CCODP works with
the expectations of Canadian bishops. It is organizational in
nature and considered an internal matter between the two—
more details to follow.
Although there was a change in the 2019 application for
the Canada Summer Jobs program, the Canadian Council of
Christian Charities (CCCC) reported several of its members
were refused funding. Two Christian summer camps operated

by Bible Centered Ministries filed legal challenges after being
denied funding.
Barry Bussey, Director of Legal Affairs for the CCCC, stated,
“The federal government continues to discriminate against
religious organizations that do not support its ideological
commitment….There is no reason they should have been
denied. They are in the business of providing meaningful
summer experiences for children and job opportunities
for young people who would benefit greatly from summer
employment.” Both in 2018 and 2019, the Right to Life
Association of Toronto and Area was denied funding. Members
must continue to monitor these cases that have been filed.
League voices are strong and must be heard.
Member of Parliament Romeo Saganash’s (Abitibi—BaieJames—Nunavik—Eeyou) Bill C-262 An Act to ensure that
the laws of Canada are in harmony with the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is in trouble of
not being passed before the federal election in October. On
May 1, 2018, the CCCB wrote a letter supporting the passage
of the bill. Stated in a letter written by Bishop Lionel Gendron
(St. Jean Longueuil), “Reconciliation calls us not just to
address the wrongs of the past, but to address, in an urgent
manner, current injustices rooted in colonial structures and
institutions. It is time to recognize, in law, Indigenous peoples’
right to self-determination. The passage of Bill C-262 into law
is an essential step in the journey of reconciliation.” Continue
to monitor Bill C-262 when parliament returns in the fall.
The League and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association
(CNEWA) have shared a five-year financial partnership through
the national voluntary fund. This year the League will present
a cheque to CNEWA Development Officer Melodie Gabriel in
the amount of $16,346.13.
The journey continues as members walk hand in hand with
their sisters. To know someone cares and is willing to lend a
hand can change a lifestyle. V

Education and Health

Faith Anderson
Winnipeg, Manitoba

“12 Hours of Prayer for
Palliative Care” reached 4,514
people; it was shared 116 times
and had 97 reactions on the
morning it was posted on the
League Facebook page. Parish councils continued to participate
in the service in a variety of ways, by praying at home, having
guest speakers, sharing personal testimonies and participating
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in the entire 12 hour service. Regardless of the participation,
praying for palliative care was very important to members.
This committee’s annual report was compiled from
the provincial reports and all six areas under this standing
committee were included. Parish councils have shown their
commitment to education, environment and health issues.
Genetics is an area that needs more exploring. Several parish
councils reported subscribing to the Canadian Catholic
Bioethics Institute newsletter to obtain information.
The “Partners for Life” program with Canadian Blood
Services (CBS) is still an area that needs members’ attention.
CBS states, “Half of all Canadians will either need blood or
know someone who needs it.” Attendees at the 2018 annual
national convention in Winnipeg had the opportunity to be
tested for their blood type. “It’s in you to give” is a simple call
to action from CBS.
The national theme, Care for Our Common Home, with
the focus on water for 2019, prompted the “Water Challenge
Pledge”. Of the more than 1,900 pledges, many were simple
everyday ways that water can be conserved—such as not
leaving the water running when brushing one’s teeth (1,200
pledges). Eight hundred pledges committed to saving water in
the shower. A more complete report will be included in the fall
parish council mailing.
The national bursary committee was pleased to provide
funding to ten of the 12 applications received. The total
amount of funds available for awarding to qualified applicants
was $9,813.81, including interest earned and donations from
members, parish councils and the national collection at the
2018 annual national convention.
In 2018, $4,740.95 was donated by members and parish
councils and included $1,530.95 from the national convention.
A total of 36 individuals and parish councils contributed to
this amount. The decision by the national executive/board
to use donations received to add to the interest earned has
allowed for more support to applicants. The National Bursary
Fund brochure has been redesigned, giving it a fresh look and
clarifying the criteria.
Resolution 2018.02 Setting a Standard for Products
Marketed as “Flushable”, ties into the national theme, Care for
Our Common Home. Ongoing action is needed to provide better
labelling for “flushable” products.
For the remainder of 2019, the committee will continue
to promote conserving water, and it looks forward to any new
initiatives for 2020. An effort will be made to provide information
on genetics and to continue to provide information on Catholic
education, health and wellness, and the environment.
One provincial resolution was referred to this standing
committee for action, Preeclampsia, Eclampsia and HELLP
Syndrome.
Individual and council contributions to the Coady
International Institute national voluntary fund for the period July
14
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1, 2018, to June 30, 2019, totalled $23,991.44. The program
the League would normally support, Diploma in Developmental
Leadership Program, is not being offered in 2019. V
[By motion, national council approved the $23,991.44 be
forwarded to Coady International Institute for its Global Change
Leaders program.]

Communications

Doreen Gowans
Kamloops, British Columbia

Communication is a
two-way street starting with
Jesus and flowing through to
members and back to Him
through prayer. If members have
faith, trust in God, and seek the direction of the Holy Spirit,
He will guide them. There must be openness and willingness
to accept His direction. Have you experienced a time when
you were asked a question, and you answered it, stopped
and thought, where did that information come from? That is
truly the Holy Spirit working through you! It is an awesome
experience. I pray you will have that experience and will
recognize it.
Communications chairpersons, accept responsibility for
encouraging, affirming, mentoring and helping members grow.
This can be done by providing wisdom and knowledge in
League policies and activities.
The League’s flow of communication starts at the parish
council and follows the chain of responsibility through
diocesan, provincial and national levels. To endorse the
League’s communication policy, the toll-free telephone line has
been discontinued.
I participated in the Association of Roman Catholic
Communicators of Canada webinar “Election Time in
Canada”. Participants were encouraged to educate themselves
on the various political platforms, seeking candidates who
endorse Catholic social teachings. This will ensure an informed
vote on October 21, 2019—federal election day!
I would like to address two issues. The first, is the issue
of pornography. Unfortunately, pornography is growing at an
alarming rate throughout the entire world. Young children are
easily accessing pornography through the Internet.
A good book to help explain pornography is Good Pictures
Bad Pictures: Porn-Proofing Today’s Young Kids, written by Kristen
A. Jenson, MA and Gail Poyner, Ph.D.
DeepNude is an app that converts a picture of a clothed
woman and changes it into a nude picture in seconds without
her being aware of it. It can be posted to the Internet for

everyone to see and used to harass, shame and harm people.
The second issue is cell phone addiction. Some people
are hiring professionals to deal with their children or
grandchildren’s cell phone addictions.
A quote from Pope Francis, “Free yourself from the
dependence on your cell phone, please. You have heard of the
drama of dependence, right? Of taking drugs. Being addicted
to noise and if there is no noise, I am not comfortable. But
when you become a slave to your phone, you lose your
freedom.” How many of us put our cell phone on the table
when talking to someone? Do we realize we are saying
the cell phone is more important than the person we are
communicating with? Are we doing the same at home, at the
dinner table? Simon Sinek has excellent YouTube videos on
the impact of cellphones entitled How cell phones are destroying
the Relationships, and another Addiction to Technology is Ruining
Lives. Review and perhaps change your cell phone habit.
Good communicators explore the art of listening. Take
time to be quiet, be patient, listen to others and especially
listen to God’s direction! Ask yourself, “Where is God
directing me at this time in my life? Am I listening to His
direction?” V

Resolutions

Cathy Bouchard
Red Deer, Alberta

A resolution is meant to
reflect the League’s policy or
what members think could
become policy, and to take this
perspective and voice to others,
often the federal and provincial governments.
During this last year, the national executive/board reviewed
the resolutions process. A major change in the process is that
whereas clauses are no longer presented as part of a resolution.
In removing whereas clauses, the entire focus is on getting the
statement of the League’s position on a particular issue exactly
right (the resolved clause for that issue). This gives more
emphasis on the heart of the resolution. Material previously
contained in whereas clauses become part of the brief. The
resolved clause is referred to as the resolution for the purpose
of the motion and debate.
Members received the resolved clauses and briefs at the
resolutions dialogue and were invited to review the resolutions
focusing on questions such as, “Is this an issue for the League?
Is this resolution timely/emergent?” Recommendations were
provided to the resolutions committee at the dialogue and
worked on by the committee before the resolution came to

the convention floor. Only expedient changes were reviewed
and submitted. During the business session, debate addressed
why the resolution is appropriate for consideration and why
the League should be concerned about it.
The board clarified that when a resolution is not accepted
for presentation to the national convention because it has
a provincial, not a national focus, the members from the
originating province can work the action plan following
receipt of the disposition letter from the national resolutions
committee. Action on resolutions of a national nature is to be
carried out only after being adopted at the national convention.
One element of concern that continues to need
consideration is the request of members to have the resolution
titles and resolved clauses sent out through the provincial
presidents to members following the first resolutions
committee meeting in early July. The national resolutions
committee would consider distribution in DRAFT format with
instruction these not be shared outside of the organization
until adopted on the national floor. There is a concern
these resolutions might be shared with media, reported on
and perhaps taken out of context. Two Canadian Catholic
journalists have been approached for their assistance on this.
Because of changes to the resolutions process, attendees
are asked to provide comments on the evaluation forms to
determine how to progress from here.
It has been a good year working with the provincial
resolutions chairpersons. We have shared resources and ideas
as we grow in this committee together. V

Legislation

Betty Colaneri
Niagara on the Lake, Ontario

“Legislation… oh…” is
generally the reaction received
when referring to this standing
committee. That might be the
reason why there are many
vacancies in the position nationwide. But where would
members be without it?
Legislation is essential to daily lives and one of the most
important instruments of government for organizing society,
protecting citizens and outlining the responsibilities of
individuals, as well as the authorities to whom the legislation
applies.
Rather than thinking of chairpersons of legislation working
as a minority government, I think of them as special agents
assigned to a special investigation. The skills required to be
an agent are the same skills necessary to be a chairperson of
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legislation. Knowledge of the law, honesty and ethics, along
with research, technical, communication and writing skills.
It is a position that strays from the spotlight to operate in
a covert capacity. Consider legislation chairpersons, CWL
Special Agents, as TAG—Tracking Actions of Government.
Over the past year, legislation chairpersons worked
together on “Operation: Faith and Social Justice in Action.”
They gathered the facts, collected evidence, conducted
interviews, examined records, observed the activities of
members of government, submitted petitions and participated
in discussions. They put out several all-points bulletins
informing members of the importance of monitoring the
law and pending regulations, as well as lobbying political
representatives on important issues. During stakeouts, they
watched the progress of bills at each stage, so action plans
could be put in place to challenge or support these bills.
Members responded to action plans by signing
e-petitions, contacting local political representatives, writing
letters and praying for the wisdom of committee members.
Intelligence helped to uncover a recent national poll
showing that, for the first time in 15 years, the environment
became the hot topic of the federal election. They say it is
emerging as “one of the defining battle grounds.” Concerns
about the environment have risen in the public consciousness
ever since a landmark United Nations report was released
last year.
With this fall’s election fast approaching, it is essential
to conduct background checks on the representatives
running for office. The chairpersons will be looking at what
each political party stands for and debriefing members so,
when October 21st comes, members can be armed with
the ammunition needed to make their voices heard. Once
the outcome of the elections is revealed, chairpersons
will continue their covert operation to hold the elected
accountable to promised policy and legislation.
The national theme, Care for Our Common Home, is the
motive needed to raise awareness for strong and immediate
action on climate change. Environmental law is in place to
regulate the impact of human activities on the environment
such as the use and quality of water, renewable energy,
pesticides and flushable products, just to name a few. The
steps taken to protect the world and the choices made today
impact those current and future generations.
Legislation—learning from the past, working for the
present, improving the future.
Special agent TAG, you’re it! Your mission, should you
choose to accept it, is to investigate, legislate and regulate.
Let’s change the reaction of legislation from “oh…” to …
“Wow!” It is not impossible. Never underestimate the power
of a woman walking in faith with a shield of knowledge. V
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Laws

Margaret Ann Jacobs
Elmvale, Ontario

Phenomenal strides were
made in the early years of the
League by women of vision,
passion and dedication.
From Except the Lord Builds
the House… League members collectively form, “… a
movement which promises to be the parent of activities which
will interest themselves in the stability of the home, in the
welfare of our new Canadians, in the awakening of added
devotion to every Catholic cause, especially the education and
thought for the needs of isolated districts, and generally to
everything that is implied by the motto of the League, a motto
well and wisely selected – ‘For God and Canada’.”
This movement continues today under the same motto,
spearheaded by women who continue to search for new and
refined ways to address the core values of faith, service and
social justice and refocus on the core purpose—to unite
Catholic women to grow in faith, and to promote social justice
through service to the church, Canada and the world. How
will future generations reflect on accomplishments today?
Efforts are underway to update histories and file materials are
already accumulated. This is an ongoing challenge!
As past president, my responsibilities revolve around
archiving national history and interpretation of laws. The two
most valued documents for reference are the Constitution &
Bylaws (C&B) and the National Manual of Policy and Procedure
(P&P). Therein lie the guiding principles for the procedures
followed. The challenge that arises is when these documents
do not address specific situations. Further complicating an
issue is when advice is sought from various “wise” sources,
often resulting in conflicting perspectives. In an effort to
address this challenge, a renewed focus is being placed on
the chain of responsibility. As national chairperson of laws,
“the buck stops here” … well, not really! Be assured I always
seek advice before responding to sensitive issues. It would
also be most inappropriate to offer a suggestion or opinion
contrary to the C&B or the P&P. All decisions for the council
should be made in consultation, with transparency and well
documented.
As the national executive/board continues to plan
strategically, there will be many changes required for both
the C&B and the P&P. The rules for submitting revisions are
outlined in the P&P. I encourage you to make submissions
you feel are conducive to greater clarity and easier conduct of
business.

Following the spirit of the law, i.e. doing what the authors
of the law intended, as opposed to the letter of the law, i.e.
the literal interpretation, may result in more cooperative,
compassionate and life-giving decisions for all. Above all,
members are called to grow in faith, and to witness to the love
of God through ministry and service. Every action should
reflect this mission statement! V

International Relations

Anne-Marie Gorman
Pointe-du-Chene,
New Brunswick

It was my pleasure to
represent the League at three
international events in the past
year. Directly following the
98th annual national convention, I attended the National Council
of Catholic Women (NCCW) conference in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, August 30-September 1, 2018. I brought
greetings—and reminded my Pittsburgh friends Mario
Lemieux and Sydney Crosby are both from Canada—to more
than 475 attendees, 411 of whom were voting members.
Presentations by the spirituality, leadership and service
commissions showcased the activities of the many members
throughout the United States and world.
I was privileged to hear keynote speaker Bishop Frank
Caggiano (Bridgeport) present an inspiring address, “Disciples
Called to be Joyful Signs of Contradiction in the World”, as
well as: meaningful homilies and addresses by Gina Loehr, an
author and dairy farmer from Wisconsin; Bob Rice, host of
EWTN, singer, author and Franciscan University teacher; and
several members of the three commissions of the NCCW—
spirituality, leadership and service.
The second international conference I attended was the
World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO),
having left Canada October 14, 2018 and returning October
23, 2018. Honorary Life Member and WUCWO Vice President
for North America Velma Harasen, National President-Elect
Fran Lucas and Executive Director Kim Scammell also attended
as per League policy. National Past President Margaret Ann
Jacobs, Honorary Life Member Betty-Anne Brown Davidson
and National Secretary-Treasurer Janet McLean also attended.
Completing the list of Canadians in attendance was incoming
Canadian board member Marusia Kobrynsky, from the
Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
I was the voting delegate for a new slate of officers for
WUCWO; Maria Lia Zervino of Argentina and Rome was
elected president-general, succeeding Maria Giovanna

Ruggieri. The theme, Women: Carriers of Living Water in a World
which Thirsts for Peace was exemplified in the study day activities
before a decision was made to focus attention on four issues:
a healthy planet, family and vulnerable members of same,
violence against women, and a call to holiness. Each of the five
regions in the world will address these issues. Please visit the
WUCWO website, wucwo.org, for full details. It was an exciting
conference for many reasons, but seeing a contingent of youth,
14 women representing 12 countries, was very encouraging.
Unfortunately, the Canadian youth representative chosen to
attend, had to withdraw due to a school conflict. It was also
truly encouraging to hear this beautiful quote from the dicastery
for the laity, family, migrants, culture, communication, and
synods of bishops and academy of sciences say that “the church
which goes forth, opens the door to women.”
The final activity on an international level was the North
American consultations for Religions for Peace, held in
Marriottsville, Maryland on June 13th. Thirty-five men, women
and youth met to confer on five papers. Input will be presented
at the World Assembly of Religions for Peace in Lindau,
Germany in August. The five papers were on the topics:
1. Positive Peace as Shared Well-Being, by Dr. William
Vendley
2. Advancing Shared Well-Being by Promoting Integral
Human Development, by Jeffrey Sachs
3. Advancing Shared Well-Being by Promoting Just and
Harmonious Societies, by Katherine Marshall
4. Advancing Shared Well-Being by Protecting the Earth, by
Gary Gardner
5. Caring for our Common Future – Advancing Shared WellBeing by Preventing and Transforming Violent Conflicts, by
Dr. Mark Owen. V

Alberta Mackenzie

Judy Look
Calgary, Alberta

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial
Council, housed in Alberta
and the Northwest Territories,
represents 9,378 faith-filled
women, throughout 159 parish
councils in five dioceses, who try to make these words come
alive.
The council works hard at promoting the national council’s
many initiatives, as well as a few of its own. As one mandate of
the council is to educate, there is a concerted effort dealing with
the scourge of pornography. All five diocesan councils showed
the Over 18 documentary that gives a glimpse into pornography
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addiction, and continued with the Pornography Hurts postcard
campaign.
The provincial council designed and purchased five pro-life
banners with the words “All Life Matters,” gifted to the diocesan
councils. Three diocesan councils participated in the March for
Life and proudly walked with their banners.
The right to publicly funded Catholic education is
routinely challenged in the Province of Alberta. To this end
the bishops, Catholic school board trustees and the Catholic
superintendents formed a group called GrAce, an acronym for
Grateful Advocates of Catholic Education. The League has taken
up the invitation to participate in this group. The reality is, the
provincial Catholic school system is the last publicly funded
institution that can speak freely about God; therefore, having
the ability to teach on the inherent dignity of the individual and
the sanctity of life from conception to natural death.
Members continue to support their sisters in the North
through the Nickels for the North campaign.
Care for Our Common Home is promoted with the provincial
addendum, “Make a Difference.” The focal point for this year
is water usage.
There were four successful applicants to the Catholic
Women’s Leadership Foundation program, and members look
forward to their success.
Life Member Shirley Hazen returned to the Lord in January.
The strategic planning workshop presented at diocesan
conventions received very positive feedback. Diocesan councils
are encouraged to promote the workshop at the parish council
level.
The provincial level did not meet with the provincial
government this year; however, there are two resolutions
directed to it—Resolution 2019:01 In School Dental Screening
for Children in Alberta K-12 and Resolution 2018:01 Official
Recognition of Obesity as a Chronic Disease.
“Three Cups of Tea” was introduced as a means to
strengthen relationships, encourage growth and explain how
business is conducted. Many councils that embraced this
philosophy saw growth in membership and a renewed sense of
caring for their members.
I would like to share an experience that happened at
the provincial convention in June that changed most of the
attendees forever. A young Indigenous woman walked in off
the street, went to the podium and began hollering, saying,
“What about me?” Attendees were stunned. They watched
as she was gently persuaded to leave. As this was happening,
one member began reciting the rosary and the room filled
with prayer. After the incident, there was a quiet…a quiet that
suggested that reality had just hit. Earlier, Archbishop Gerard
Pettipas (Grouard-McLennan) had given a talk on Indigenous
issues. His talk was manifested in this woman. There must be a
way to initiate a conversation with Indigenous sisters. Members
18
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focus on relationships and effecting change, and hope to make
a difference one woman at a time, by living out faith, service
and justice. V

B.C. & Yukon

Gisela Montague
Chilliwack, British Columbia

It is my delight and honour
to represent and report on
B.C. & Yukon Provincial
Council’s 126 parish councils,
which contain close to 8,500
members. Three of the six diocesan councils had elections
with mostly full executives elected.
I was able to attend two of five diocesan conventions, one
in the Diocese of Prince George and one in the Diocese of
Nelson. It was a pleasure to meet the members and spiritual
advisors, and listen to the many presentations. Sharon Geiger,
Sylvia Jurys and Sharon Ciebin represented the provincial
council in the other diocesan conventions. Attendees
appreciated the provincial workshops on the lives of female
saints, which can inspire members to fulfill their League roles
and responsibilities.
Presentations included workshops on the strategic plan,
apostolic exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate, encyclical Laudato
Si’, two films, In the Spirit of Reconciliation by Fr. Larry
Lynn, and Fatal Flaws from Kevin Dunn in association with
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition. There was also a video by
Fr. Don Calloway entitled The Virgin Mary: The Masterpiece of
God. Many other subjects were explored, like L’Arche Greater
Vancouver’s Big Dream, anti-human trafficking and mental
health issues.
Throughout the year the HUG Project was embraced by
many councils. Other accomplishments included participating
in “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care,” promoting the
“Water Challenge Pledge” form, walking in the March for Life,
and attending a bishop’s dinner and the Knights of Columbus
State Dinner. Kamloops Diocesan Council was able to collect
enough money to purchase six water systems for developing
countries through Chalice.
On a sad note, five life members were lost, but I am happy
to report that one new life member, Linda McClinton, will be
commissioned at this convention.
The provincial convention featured a presentation from
Amber Zolc of Catholic Christian Outreach on the provincial
theme, Witnessing to the Truth. The theme was developed
further by provincial spiritual advisor Fr. David John who

described his interactions with a stranger, which eventually
led to a conversion. Sharon Ciebin gave an update on the
implementation committee. Alissa Golob spoke on prolife politicians and how to elect them, and Anna Hudson
presented on elder abuse with the title, “It’s Not Right,
Friends and Family.” The resolutions dialogue was well
attended and led to adopting all six resolutions.
A presentation by Saturday morning’s panel, coordinated
by Bishop Gary Gordon (Victoria), shared on the national
theme and focused on the need to be present first, to be able
to be companions and walk with the First Nations people.
A powerful witness was the drumming of the creed at the
beginning of the opening mass.
I am proud to share there are ten members from British
Columbia involved in the implementation committee and its
working groups. Councils are eager for the implementation
of the new strategic plan. One diocesan president has as her
goal to ensure each parish council will have the workshop of
the strategic implementation presented. Another diocesan
president plans to visit each parish council in her diocese—
not an easy task as the summer is short and the distance
between councils is great.
When disbanding a council, members usually feel sad,
but I believe councils grow and diminish in cycles.
On this happy note, I conclude my report. V

Manitoba

Janet Brunger
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Members in Manitoba
enthusiastically started the year
by attending the provincial
council’s 20th annual Day of
Celebration on February 9th.
More than 120 members attended on one of the coldest
days of winter! The warmth of sisterhood was celebrated,
while members heard how 30 years ago, a small group of
mostly League members was responsible for the founding
and funding of Alpha House, a shelter for abused women
in Winnipeg. To this day, members continue to support
Alpha House through donations. Members were generous in
bringing items for the HUG Project in support of women’s
shelters.
The documentary Over 18 was viewed to raise awareness
of children easily lured into pornographic websites and
pornography addiction, followed by a guest speaker
presenting her research on the health effects of pornography.

Pornography Hurts postcards were distributed to all councils
in anticipation of the March campaign directed to the federal
government. Finally, members thoroughly enjoyed a fun skit
called “CWL Goes to Court”.
Members participated in the March for Life on May 9th and
carried pro-life banners.
Winnipeg Diocesan Council adopted a resolution seeking
a moratorium on mining by fracking. Elections resulted in a
new executive, with Pat Ward as president.
Paulette Chase of St. Boniface Diocesan Council chaired
the diocesan convention in Morden, with a guest speaker on
women’s heart health. A resolution calling for deposits on
beverage containers and the establishment of return depots
was adopted.
Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan President Lucille Rossington
hosted a two-day convention in Snow Lake, with a full-day
workshop on resolutions and legislation, which included
letter-writing in response to a resolution.
The day of celebration, all three diocesan conventions
and the provincial convention included a presentation on the
implementation of the League’s strategic plan.
The League was promoted with PowerPoint and verbal
presentations at all deanery meetings within the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg, and the same is planned for the Archdiocese of
St. Boniface.
The provincial council’s website was launched in late
2018. It is actively utilized to promote the League and its
work with the publication of upcoming events, reports,
annual reports and photographs with captions.
Members travelled to Thompson to celebrate the 71st
annual provincial convention on June 8th and 9th, hosted by
St. Lawrence Parish Council (Thompson) and Keewatin-The
Pas Diocesan Council.
While the provincial executive held its pre-convention
meeting on Saturday, others enjoyed the Spirit Way Tour of
Thompson and a bracelet-making workshop. Attendees were
pleased to welcome National President-Elect Fran Lucas.
Convention guest speakers included Jim Alackel
(Keewatin–The Pas Youth Ministry Coordinator) and
Archbishop Richard Gagnon (Winnipeg). One resolution,
establishment of refundable deposits and return depots for
recyclable beverage containers, was adopted and will be
presented by the provincial executive to the premier and
cabinet.
In response to the national theme, Care for Our Common
Home, convention attendees donated religious books,
articles and rosaries for northern missions and HUG items
for donation to northern women’s shelters. Also brought
were drink can tabs, which were donated to the Tabs for
Wheelchairs program, as well as plastic bags to be recycled
through the Bag-Up Manitoba program, where they are
remanufactured into benches, birdhouses, bird feeders and
planters for local schools.
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Convention wrapped up with elections, followed by
a very happy, tired group of women hitting the road for
home. V

Military Ordinariate

Tawnya Stringer
Kingston, Ontario

It is my pleasure to
report on behalf of Military
Ordinariate Provincial Council.
The Military Ordinariate
of Canada diocese extends
throughout the world, wherever Canadian military personnel
are deployed. Granted provincial status within the League in
1965, the provincial council currently has 13 base councils
in six provinces. It is the smallest “province” in membership
numbers, but spans the greatest geographical area!
In January, the provincial council welcomed Padre Maria
Codina as its new spiritual advisor. Padre Maria has done a
wonderful job liaising with the chain of command on behalf
of the council. She is very interested in helping to strengthen
and develop new ways of supporting the chaplaincy branch,
which is ever-changing. At the June military exercise, Called
to Serve, she gave a PowerPoint presentation that explained
the League to the chaplains in attendance, and asked for their
continued support.
Keeping members engaged and providing training proved
to be a challenge. Members look forward to meeting at
provincial conventions, hosted by different bases each year.
This year, the provincial council met at 8 Wing, Trenton,
Ontario. Training based on the national theme, Care for Our
Common Home, was provided, as well as three workshops
held focusing on the League values of faith, service and social
justice. Dr. Cristina Vanin of St. Jerome’s University spoke to
attendees about Laudato Si’.
I challenged the executive to reflect on their base chapel
namesake or favourite saint and tailor oral reports to connect
the ways councils or standing committees mirrored the holy
person chosen. The reports were creative and interesting.
Attendees learned about the great works members do
to support their base chapel communities, the civilian
communities they live in and the country as a whole.
While together at the convention, Barbara Thuen of
Winnipeg was presented with life membership and Jan
Davidson of Ottawa was awarded the Kathleen McCrossin
award, named after the first provincial president.
The opening mass collection was presented to Water
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First, an organization with a mission to work with First
Nations communities to resolve local water challenges
through education, training and meaningful collaboration.
The resolution, Support for the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldier
Initiative, which seeks to inform about the tragedy of child
soldiers and petition for financial support for the organization,
was adopted.
Being geographically challenged has made the provincial
council resilient. Creative partnerships with local civilian
councils at the parish, diocesan and provincial levels have
been developed, with members attending celebrations and
training days in those councils. This year, the provincial council
collaborated with Kingston Diocesan Council, which hosted the
Ontario provincial convention. Military Ordinariate members
provided extra support as ushers, and provided decorations.
With the national theme in mind, base councils from across
Ontario created banquet centrepieces using natural, locally
harvested and repurposed materials.
Next year the provincial council will celebrate its 55th
anniversary of support to the Canadian Armed Forces members
and their families. The executive continues to be dedicated to
building resilience within councils and communities, and to be
vital participants in base chapels.
Thank you for all for you do in your communities to support
the Canadian military. Please keep those deployed, at home and
abroad, their families and loved ones, in your prayers. V

New Brunswick

Hazel Robichaud
Dieppe, New Brunswick

It gives me great pleasure
to be here, in this beautiful
province and the City of Calgary,
having been welcomed in a huge
western way.
As a result of restructuring in
the Diocese of Saint John last October, I was invited to attend
the amalgamation of two parish councils, Holy Rosary Parish
Council (St. Stephen) and Milltown Parish Council (St. Stephen),
which became St. Croix Parish Council (St. Stephen) with a
membership of 56. What a wonderful celebration, starting with
mass and continuing with a great meal and lots of comradeship.
I was particularly amazed by the spiritual development
chairperson, Mildred Smith. Mildred is 96 years young and is
still a very active member. How amazing to have a member with
her experience who wants to be on the executive and truly enjoys
what she is doing.

In May, I met with Archbishop Valery Vienneau (Moncton)
along with the second vice president, Louise Ongo. We
updated Archbishop Vienneau on what has happened in
the provincial council and discussed at length the challenges
parish and diocesan councils experience. He praises the good
work of members who are so dedicated to the League and
church.
The provincial convention was held in Oromocto and had
a great turnout. National President Anne-Marie Gorman, who
happens to be a member of the provincial council, was in
attendance and gave a very meaningful presentation on Care
for Our Common Home. Anne-Marie suggested members read
Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’.
Members were treated to a presentation by Marlita Chase
on her journey with the Catholic Women’s Leadership
Foundation. The provincial executive is proud to have had a
member from the province chosen to be part of this wonderful
program.
In keeping with the national theme, every attendee received
a reusable water bottle, thanks to a generous donation from a
business in the Fredericton area. It was greatly appreciated,
and served as a reminder to all members of the importance of
not buying bottled water.
Bishop Robert Harris (Saint John) was the celebrant for
the opening mass at the provincial convention. As Bishop
Harris is retiring this fall, this was his last official function with
the council. He has been a wonderful support over the years.
This year, he celebrates 75 years of age, 50 years in the
priesthood, and retirement. In recognition and celebration
of these landmark events, the chairperson of spiritual
development, Madonna Clark, compiled a spiritual bouquet
calendar as a farewell gift from members. It offered masses,
rosaries and prayers daily from convention until his birthday
on September 24th.
A special collection was taken at the convention that
raised $542.85, which was rounded off to $550.00 for The
Oromocto Hospital Foundation.
Members are going all out to participate in the centenary
committee’s HUG Project. Councils are pleased and excited
by the results.
Strategic planning was presented to members in the past
and continues to be part of the agenda. A team will present the
implementation committee’s presentation at the fall regional
meetings, which I am sure will be well received.
In closing, I quote from the New Brunswick prayer, “Lord
Jesus, Thank you for the many gifts you have given women of
the Church – we are grateful for the beautiful Province of New
Brunswick where Catholic women gather together in prayer
and service.” V

Newfoundland and Labrador

Ellen Merrigan
Carbonear, Newfoundland
and Labrador

As the newly elected
president of Newfoundland and
Labrador Provincial Council,
I am honoured to present my
first oral report. The women of the “Rock” and the “Big Land”
continually strive to meet the core principles of faith, service and
social justice. Although small in number, and with an ageing
membership, a significant geographical distance between the
18 parish councils, and fewer members offering their names for
executive positions, great work in the League continues.
This is evident from the results of the 39th annual
provincial convention held in June. One resolution, Wetlands
Conservation, was adopted unanimously. It urges the provincial
government to develop a comprehensive policy, supported by
legislation, to ensure the wetlands is examined closely and to
avoid harm wherever possible. An action plan was developed to
aid councils in bringing this resolution to light.
There were two motions carried at the convention, one
concerning autism and the other related to more adequate care
for residents in long-term care homes. At present, there are no
programs available after high school geared to students on the
autism spectrum, and members will be the voice for this change.
The other motion asked members to voice their concerns for
the health and well-being of seniors who live in long-term care
facilities and to sign a petition known as Lillian’s Law, urging
government to enhance staff to resident ratios in these facilities.
These motions will form some of the provincial council goals
for the coming year.
A session was presented on strategic planning at the
convention. It was informative and led to much discussion
among the group. The need to accept and embrace change is
vital for all members as the League embarks on a journey to be
effective in the 21st century.
Many parish councils participated in “12 Hours of Prayer
for Palliative Care,” World Day of Prayer, Good Friday services
for life and various other prayer services. Members firmly
believe prayer can move mountains. Many councils donated
homemade lap quilts, blankets and various knitted items to
palliative care units and hospitals.
Another highlight of the convention was the Janeway
project. Members were invited to knit or crochet finger
puppets or provide stickers for the children at the Janeway
Children’s Health and Rehabilitation Centre. The response
was overwhelming, and the smiles brought to the faces of the
children made it all worthwhile. Councils participated in the
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national HUG Project. More than 500 gifts bags were presented
to women’s shelters.
The provincial executive continues to promote the theme,
Care for Our Common Home. A beautiful prayer service was
developed focusing on water and was sent to all parish councils.
Councils were encouraged to develop action plans regarding
water issues pertinent to their own areas. Discussions continue
throughout councils concerning the use of plastics, the need to
recycle glass and how tailings from mining projects are affecting
water resources.
It is very important to recognize members for their dedication
and service. This year Ruby Sharpe received her life membership.
Many members were recognized with pins and certificates for
their service.
Yes, parish councils are engaged in many things despite the
challenges they face. May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue
to strengthen members as they work together “For God and
Canada.” V

Nova Scotia

Glenda Carson
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

The past year in Nova
Scotia has been a journey
faced with some significant
challenges. However, there
have also been many wonderful
experiences and opportunities for positive change.
The new term brought a concerning challenge because of the
few members that allowed their names to stand for office at the
provincial and diocesan levels. However, there are now full slates
of officers with gifted new leaders. The appointment process
highlighted the challenges members face when considering
leadership roles.
Over the past year, I was invited to attend diocesan meetings,
conventions and parish anniversary celebrations. These events
showcased the real contributions made by this organization.
Members had opportunities to learn about leadership roles,
celebrate members’ achievements, engage in important initiatives
such as enhancing relationships with Indigenous peoples, grow
spiritually and support the vulnerable.
The national theme, Care for Our Common Home, and the
subtheme of “water,” had a strong presence at conventions. Fr.
Bill Burke (St. Marguerite Bourgeous, Sydney) provided a factual
presentation on climate change. The presentation by members of
Chalice spoke to the reality of the gift of water for developing and
water-poor countries. Provincial spiritual advisor, Fr. Jim Richards,
enhanced members’ understanding of Laudato Si’.
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The national strategic plan was part of diocesan meetings,
culminating with the provincial convention and the presentation
of The Catholic Women’s League Plans Strategically by National
President Anne-Marie Gorman. A provincial council-sponsored
retreat for diocesan and provincial executive officers will allow
looking at strategies to better engage all parish councils.
The provincial council appointed a special ad hoc committee
in accordance with a motion passed at the 2018 provincial
convention that recommended considering the disbanding of
the diocesan councils. Committee members determined it is
premature to remove the diocesan councils. The organizational
structure does not drive financial concerns and leadership
issues experienced in the provincial council. Rather, they are
affected by membership decline related to retaining members
and challenges with member engagement. At present, it appears
important to address the core reasons for these challenges rather
than eliminate potentially supportive council structures. The
committee’s motion to maintain the current council structure
with a planned review in five years was adopted. An urgent next
step is the need for a province-wide strategy to address the core
issues identified in the report.
A major change in spiritual leadership and church structure
has occurred in the province. Bishop Brian Dunn (Antigonish)
was appointed as coadjutor archbishop for Halifax-Yarmouth.
At the parish level, the clustering of churches into new parishes
requires the need to reflect on spiritual advisors for some
churches. Some new parishes will now have more parish
councils than current spiritual advisors.
Sadly, the provincial council bid a fond farewell to Fr.
Richards, who completed his five-year term. It is very blessed to
have Fr. Patrick O’Neill appointed in his place.
Experiences over the past year have shown a need to
embrace the stark reality that change is not coming—it is
here in Nova Scotia. I have great faith that members will work
together “For God and Canada” in maintaining a vigorous and
sustainable League in Nova Scotia. V

Ontario

Colleen Perry
Gloucester, Ontario

It is my honour to present
my first oral report as provincial
president and to represent
the almost 40,000 members
in Ontario. The core values of
faith, service and social justice
are alive and well across the province.
Parish councils in all 13 dioceses hosted “12 Hours of

Prayer for Palliative Care” again this year and celebrated their
faith with Advent and Lenten retreats. They welcomed prayer
partners and invited the community to participate in every
event.
Councils embraced the provincial theme of Homelessness
by inviting guest speakers, sponsoring meals and donating to
food banks and shelters. I want to share with you a few of the
success stories.
Councils participated in the provincial “Warmth and
Comfort” program, which took place October to December,
gifting 37,465 pairs of socks, 2,812 jars of peanut butter and
2,896 boxes of crackers to those most in need.
The provincial chairperson of legislation established a
scavenger hunt in hopes of having members work as a team
to “do a bit of digging” for programs and services available in
their communities. Twenty-eight teams across the province
participated. The hope was that members would discover a
need for programs and services, be inspired to bring about
change after becoming informed, recognize the need for new
legislation or focus on current legislation, and perhaps start a
resolution to implement the needed changes.
Councils participated in the national HUG Project and
embraced the national theme by encouraging participation
in the water challenge and reinforcing the commitment to
reduce, reuse and recycle.
More than 400 members celebrated these accomplishments
at the provincial convention held July 14th to 17th in Kingston.
Members listened to Professor Hazel Markwell from St. Paul
University in Ottawa talk about “Human Dignity and End of
Life Care”. Marilyn McLean from the Kingston Street Mission
described the organization’s work with the homeless.
Members pledged to commit to Care for Our Common
Home, as presented by the national president, and listened
intently as Lisa Henry gave an update on the implementation
of the strategic plan.
There were four resolutions brought to the floor of the
convention, including one to urge the provincial government to
move up from the year 2030 to 2025 the recently announced
increases to the number of long-term care beds; and, another
to urge the federal government to sign and implement the
United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
Members capitalize on the opportunity to share the
monthly ON-Line Newsletter where activities are highlighted
from different dioceses and standing committees. All members
are welcome to submit articles, testimonials, book or movie
reviews, or favourite poems or prayers. Almost 2,800 members
receive the newsletter by e-mail each month and share
wherever possible with those without access to a computer.
As the League grows and changes to adapt to today’s
changing world, members in Ontario look forward with
anticipation and excitement to bring their renewed faith,
undying commitment and love of God and country into the
future, whatever that might be. V

Prince Edward Island

Shirley Pierce
New Dominion,
Prince Edward Island

The League is alive and
active on Prince Edward Island.
There are 33 parish councils
and a very active provincial
executive.
Last May, when I began my president’s role at the end
of the provincial convention, I established two priorities,
leadership development and communication.
Each year, there is a provincial convention in May, two fall
conferences and four area meetings. Each event concentrates
on the theme, Care for Our Common Home, and this year, the
focus was on water. An action plan for water conservation was
developed, and parish councils were asked to host workshops,
have activities at meetings, invite speakers, and engage families
and friends to conserve water and to help heighten awareness
of this important subject. Seven parish councils joined with
neighbouring councils and will receive funding from the
provincial council to assist in theme workshops.
On February 23rd, four area meetings were held
simultaneously in four regions on the island. Executive
members presented workshops on the theme with an
emphasis on water conservation and one workshop on
leadership development.
The 97th annual provincial convention had 165 members
in attendance and featured several powerful guest speakers.
Sr. Gemma Dunn gave a presentation on the theme and
encouraged members to “develop a spirituality of water”
by appreciating water as “a gift from Mother Earth.” Two
members spoke about watershed planning, management and
water conservation. National President Anne-Marie Gorman
gave an engaging presentation on the national strategic plan.
Spiritual enrichment activities, mass, the crowning of
Mary, the deceased members’ ceremony, open discussions and
opportunities to renew friendships and make new ones were
important parts of the convention agenda. Symbolic fabric
roses were given to 23 members attending the convention for
the first time. More than $1,000 from the mass collection was
donated to Catholic Missions In Canada.
Plans are already underway for two fall conferences.
The provincial executive will meet with the island priests,
spiritual advisors and Bishop Richard Grecco (Charlottetown)
to apprise them of current League activities and provide
information on the strategic plan. The provincial past president
is on one of the working groups for the implementation of the
strategic plan.
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The provincial council will plan with the Knights of
Columbus for the annual rosary and pilgrimage to the
Canadian Martyrs Shrine. Members are encouraged to prepare
HUG kits for women’s shelters.
The provincial council’s 1,844 members use a variety
of ways to add spiritual development to their meetings and
personal lives. Some parish councils start monthly meetings
with mass while others include prayers for deceased members,
prayer lines and the rosary before weekday masses or during
May and October. Most councils participate in “12 Hours of
Prayer for Palliative Care.” Some parish councils participate in
the World Day of Prayer and March for Life.
Members are active in parish life as well as within the
community and further afield. Their generous sharing of their
time, skills and talents contribute greatly to their parishes and
communities.
May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless Prince
Edward Island Provincial Council and to strengthen parish
councils and their leadership “For God and Canada.” V

Quebec

In Quebec, citizens are facing Bill 21 An Act respecting the
laicity of the State, a new secularism law that bans all people
working for the province from wearing religious symbols. This
includes all teachers, doctors, nurses and civil servants. The
law is being challenged in court by different groups.
As members prepare for the 100th anniversary of the
League and the national convention, Quebec’s 2020
provincial convention will be only one day long and held at
St. Joseph’s Oratory.
During the next two years, the provincial executive might
explore having a pilgrimage convention at Cap de la Madeleine.
In closing, I invite you to celebrate the League’s 100th
anniversary in Montreal. Allow Quebec Provincial Council to
be your host next year! The 2020 convention committee is
working very hard to welcome you. V

Saskatchewan

Chantal Devine
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Rosa Lam
Ile Bizard, Quebec

Nearly 100 years ago, the
League was founded to help
young immigrants starting a
new life in Canada. And now
almost 100 years later, I stand
before you, a Chinese and
Venezuelan immigrant, Canadian and active in the League.
Isn’t the League wonderful and true to its roots? I became “La
belle province’s” provincial president on June 1st.
Quebec Provincial Council collaborated with St. Joseph’s
Oratory of Mount Royal to offer a Lenten retreat that was
open to everybody. Workshops were presented on leadership,
strategic planning, how to conduct meetings and organization.
Many other workshops are being planned for this year.
Past president, Linda Chisholm, who faced a serious health
challenge, showed strength and courage and, with the help of
her team, still managed to organize the provincial convention.
At the provincial convention, a resolution, Need for
Services for Severe/Classic Autistic People aged 21+, was
adopted. Though this health issue falls under provincial
jurisdiction, this is a problem across the nation. Autistic
children are provided with all kinds of services that end when
they turn 21 years of age. What does a parent do after that? A
copy of the resolution was sent to the national executive for
information purposes.
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Saskatchewan, a Cree word
meaning “swiftly flowing river.”
With a focus on water during
the first year of the League
theme, Care for Our Common
Home, I find it appropriate that members responded, and
found ingenious ways to conserve water.
A workshop on the theme was presented by National
President Anne-Marie Gorman at the provincial convention.
Archbishop Emeritus James Weisgerber was the presenter on
the first day and spoke on “The Relevance of the CWL Today”.
He emphasized that members are called, not just to grow
individually, but to grow as a community, and that the League
is a perfect organization to achieve that objective.
At a spring windup, members of Holy Family Parish
Council (Regina) held a charity fundraiser for the Palliative
Care Comfort Cart. More than 300 items for patients and their
families were donated, as well as $500.00 for the food program
on the palliative care ward.
St. Vincent de Paul Parish Council (Weyburn) initiated
“Ten Months of Giving”, where care packages are given to a
local food bank and distributed by The Salvation Army. The
grand total for the ten months was 1,165 items!
Placing a notice regarding the HUG Project in the church
bulletin helped Holy Spirit Parish Council (Saskatoon) collect
women’s hygiene products, to send to a new women’s shelter
in Black Lake. One hundred and twenty-three packages were
donated!

Thanks to the enthusiastic support of the League by
provincial spiritual advisor, Fr. Peter Nnanga, a parish council
was formed in his parish. In the Diocese of Regina, two parish
councils reactivated.
While many councils celebrated significant anniversaries,
St. John the Evangelist Parish Council in my home town of
Marquis, celebrated 90 years!
The provincial council joined the Knights of Columbus
and other Catholic agencies to encourage the provincial
government to establish legislation to protect the conscience
rights of all healthcare professionals.
Provincial council was saddened by the loss of two life
members, Margaret Lommer and Lottie Wihak. Thanks to
their fine example, their legacy will continue, as three new life
members from Saskatchewan will be commissioned at this
national convention.
One very deserving member was presented with the
Bellelle Guerin award. Two members, Janette Rieger from

Regina and Shannon Granger from Saskatoon, were selected
as participants for the Catholic Women’s Leadership
Foundation program. Additionally, two members from the
Diocese of Saskatoon, Connie Crichton and Margot de la
Gorgendiere, were selected to serve on working groups of
the implementation committee. Susan Melchiorre, also from
Saskatoon, was chosen to serve on the national resolutions
committee.
I encourage all members to befriend Indigenous and
international sisters by meeting them in their gathering places.
Walking in solidarity with Indigenous sisters in their annual
memorial march on Valentine’s Day, to remember missing and
murdered Indigenous women and girls, would be a great start.
The League is as relevant today as it was when it began
nearly 100 years ago. As a river brings life-giving sustenance to
all living things, so must members allow faith to shine through
actions and flow into the lives of all they meet! V

National Council Regretfully Advises
The Passing of Life Members:
Ann Dobie
White Rock, British Columbia

Alexandra (Sandra) Levesque
Calgary, Alberta

Anne Teschke
Thunder Bay, Ontario

Gabriele Kalincak
Calgary, Alberta

Margaret Lommer
Regina, Saskatchewan

Thelma Varcoe
Mission, British Columbia

Welcome New and Reactivated Parish Councils!
Mother of Divine Grace Parish Council
Spiritwood, Saskatchewan

St. Bernard de Clairvaux Parish Council
North York, Ontario

Our Lady of Fatima Shrine Parish Council
Scarborough, Ontario

St. Faustina Parish Council
Cumberland, Ontario

Trinity Catholic Parish Council
Nanaimo, British Columbia
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99th Annual National
Convention Resolutions
2019.01

2019.02

CANADA TO HONOUR ITS
COMMITMENT TO THE UNITED
NATIONS CONVENTION ON
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

CANADIAN SUPPORT FOR THE
UNITED NATIONS TREATY ON
THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS

Resolved, that national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, in 99th annual national
convention assembled, urges the federal
government to honour its legal commitment to
the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child by providing legal protection to
children before birth.

Resolved, that national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, in 99th annual convention
assembled, urges the federal government to
support, sign and ratify the United Nations
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

ACTION PLAN

ACTION PLAN

1. Write to the prime minister and minister of justice with copies
to local members of parliament urging the legal protection
to children before birth as stated in the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child that Canada has signed
and ratified.

1. Hold a speaker presentation to inform members of the
necessity of banning nuclear weapons and of the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

2. Educate members on the importance of legal protection for
unborn children, and encourage members to speak to family
and friends.
3. Educate members on the importance of understanding United
Nations’ documents as they apply to the lives of Canadians,
and encourage members to speak to family and friends.
4. Raise awareness to the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops annual Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children on January 22nd.
5. Monitor the federal government’s response to this resolution.
Canada signed and ratified the Declaration of Human Rights,
which was further clarified by the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. The key point the resolution refers to in the Declaration
was not given as a “reservation” to the Convention by the federal
government. The third whereas clause of the Declaration states,
“the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs
special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection,
before as well as after birth” (UN OHCHR). Further to the declaration,
Canada signed the Convention on May 28, 1990, and legally bound
itself to the document by ratifying it on December 13, 1991 (UN
Treaty Collection Chapter IV). Canada is obliged to honour its
commitment, not only to Canadians, but to the world.
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2. Provide a list of websites and printed materials to members
to increase knowledge of the hazards of nuclear warfare.
3. Write letters to the prime minister and local members
of parliament indicating support of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
4. Monitor the federal government’s response to this
resolution.
The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons includes
a comprehensive set of prohibitions on participating in any
nuclear weapon activities. These include undertakings not
to develop, test, produce, acquire, possess, stockpile, use
or threaten to use nuclear weapons. These weapons wreak
destruction and can cause devastation. Nuclear weapons give
a false sense of security, and the ‘nuclear deterrence theory’ has
instead led to nuclear proliferation. Nuclear weapons have been
condemned by the United Nations, the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops, and other world organizations. The League
encourages Canada to join the nations that have signed and
ratified the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons.

Addicted to Porn
By Life Member Mary Nordick

W

hat does a porn addict look like? Some older
images (mine included) might be of men with
magazines stashed in the garage to be looked
at furtively, ordering books and pictures hidden under the
counter shelves and discreetly wrapped in brown paper, or
perhaps sneaking into sleazy dives that feature xxx-rated
movies, videos or performances. As to pornography’s effect,
I think one of my favourite poets, Robert Browning, captured
it effectively in his Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister when he
wrote the following,
“Or, my scrofulous French novel
On grey paper with blunt type!
Simply glance at it, you grovel
Hand and foot in Belial’s gripe;”
Belial is a name for the devil.
In today’s world, a typical porn user may be a
fresh-faced teenager or even a pre-teen supposedly
doing homework on the computer or using other
electronic devices, but actually accessing one of
the myriad purveyors of pornography worldwide.
Let’s be clear: pornography is not a male-only
addiction—females can be addicted too.
Last fall, I attended a presentation by The
Office of Justice and Peace of the Diocese of
Saskatoon on addiction—especially addiction to
pornography and sex—that included personal
testimony of a young husband and father about
his struggle with pornography. What struck me
most was how easy it was for him as a young
teen to fall into this trap and how gruelling his
subsequent journey has been for himself and his

Magazine
Deadlines

family. However, he holds out hope for overcoming such
addiction through faith, strong relationships and support
programs.
The Diocese of Saskatoon website, rcdos.ca, is an
excellent resource if League members wish to be more
informed about this topic. Click on “ministries and
services” and then on “justice and peace”. Select “sex
addiction and pornography” for a succinct presentation and
a list of resources.
Members need to be aware and informed, and to have
conversations, especially with the young people in our lives,
if this latest addiction is to be named and challenged. V

Winter issue – November 15, 2019
Spring issue - February 15, 2020
Fall issue – July 15, 2020
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Annual Disbursement of
National Voluntary Funds

T

he national voluntary funds constitute monies forwarded by councils to national office for disbursement annually to
the appropriate agencies. Collected from July 1st to June 30th each year, the amounts are announced at the annual
national convention. The 2018-2019 collection amounts for these funds are as follows:

		Catholic Missions In Canada			$38,160.20
		

Catholic Near East Welfare Association		

$16,346.13

		Coady International Institute			$23,991.44
		Euthanasia Prevention Coalition			$18,235.52

Congratulations to
2019 Bursary Recipients!

I

n 1988, the League received two generous donations in response to the call for lay formation in Pope John Paul II’s
Exhortation, Christifideles Laici. In light of the expressed desire of the League to encourage members’ service “For God
and Canada,” the national executive agreed by motion that these donations be used to establish a bursary fund.

The bursary fund is used to provide financial assistance to members pursuing studies, courses, seminars, conferences,
workshops and diploma/degree programs in areas of, spiritual growth, adult faith formation, youth ministry, ministry to
patients in palliative care, ministry to shut-ins, parliamentary procedure and literacy tutoring.
Bursary applications are available upon request from national office or can be downloaded from www.cwl.ca.
Congratulations to the following recipients!
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Lisa Fillingham

St. Catharines

Ontario

Neysa Finnie

West Vancouver

British Columbia

Lynn Lavictoire

Cumberland

Ontario

Margaret Macklem

Edmonton

Alberta

Bernadette Maddaford

Battleford

Saskatchewan

Anne Madden

Godfrey

Ontario

Makrina Morozowski

Calgary

Alberta

Cathy Targett

Halifax

Nova Scotia

Lynne Tibor

Windsor

Ontario

Diane Waldbillig

Saskatoon

Saskatchewan

THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 2019

Congratulations to the following centenarians!
Helena Ferguson
105 years old on April 16, 2019
Saint Anthony Parish Council
Glen Levit, New Brunswick

Ann Madden
101 years old on August 20, 2019
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Council
Scarborough, Ontario

Pauline Nadjiwan
100 years old on March 17, 2019
St. Patrick Parish Council
Sudbury, Ontario

Celina Arsenault
103 years old on March 9, 2019
St. Simon & St. Jude Parish Council
Tignish, Prince Edward Island

Talida Boucher
100 years old on March 22, 2019
Our Lady of Assumption Parish Council
Arichat, Nova Scotia

Eileen Perreault
100 years old on August 14, 2019
St. Anthony of Padua Parish Council
Timmins, Ontario

Leona Parent
103 years old on February 3, 2019
St. Simon & St. Jude Parish Council
Belle River, Ontario

Jeanette Crane
100 years old on February 22, 2019
St. Patrick Parish Council
North East Margaree, Nova Scotia

Anne Peti
100 years old on April 7, 2019
St. James Parish Council
Vernon, British Columbia

Mary Jordin
101 years old on February 25, 2019
St. Anthony of Padua
Parish Council
Timmins, Ontario

Elsa Drummond
100 years old on March 26, 2019
St. James Parish Council
Vernon, British Columbia

Kay Schell
100 years old on May 27, 2019
St. Michael Parish Council
Calgary, Alberta

Mary Anne Gallant
100 years old on May 9, 2019
Palmer Road Parish Council
Palmer Road, Prince Edward Island

Margaret Walsh
100 years old on January 20, 2019
St. Charles Borromeo Parish Council
Read, Ontario

Mafalda Markle
101 years old on April 1, 2019
St. Patrick Parish Council
Sudbury, Ontario

Congratulations!

Congratulations to parish councils celebrating anniversaries!
95 YEARS

80 YEARS

75 YEARS

Sacred Heart Parish Council,
Walkerton, Ontario

St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish Council,
Wooler, Ontario

St. Patrick Parish Council,
Fallowfield, Ontario

St. Louis Parish Council,
Waterloo, Ontario

St. Martin of Tours Parish Council,
London, Ontario

70 YEARS

St. Patrick Parish Council,
Napanee, Ontario

St. John the Evangelist Parish Council
Whitby, Ontario

St. John Bosco Parish Council,
Port Colborne, Ontario

90 YEARS

75 YEARS

50 YEARS

St. Anthony of Padua Parish Council,
Harrow, Ontario

Holy Name of Jesus Parish Council,
Essex, Ontario

St. Michael Parish Council,
Halifax, Nova Scotia

St. John the Evangelist Parish Council,
Marquis, Saskatchewan

St. James Parish Council
Wilkie, Saskatchewan
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Introducing
Janet Brunger
Manitoba Provincial
President

Janet was awarded the maple
leaf service pin in 2007 from Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish
Council (Winnipeg) and recently
received her 25 year pin.
At the parish level, Janet
served as chairperson of communications, resolutions and
Christian family life, and as president and past president. She
produced the parish council newsletter three times per year
for four years and oversaw same for six more years. She was
instrumental in bringing about three parish-wide protests, on
child pornography, age of consent and same-sex marriage.
Janet has been active in various fundraisers and functions
of all kinds, providing help, baking and support, where
needed and as time and skills permit.
On Winnipeg Diocesan Council, Janet served as
chairperson of resolutions, spiritual development and
organization, president and past president. Before serving
as Manitoba provincial president, she served as provincial
chairperson of resolutions and organization.
Janet authored six resolutions with her parish council,
and supported and assisted in many more, co-authored one
resolution at the diocesan level, and served on the provincial
resolutions committee for four years. She was chairperson of
the planning committee for the League’s 88th annual national
convention in Winnipeg.
Within the parish, Janet served on the stewardship
committee and continues actively serving on the pastoral
council. She is a trustee and on the finance council.
Additionally, she serves the parish as communion minister
and usher at 9:00 a.m. mass.
Other volunteerism includes serving as secretary to the
board of the Catholic Foundation of Manitoba, as chairperson
of the by-law committee, and as chairperson of the Caritas
dinner committee for two years.
Janet’s childhood years were spent on a farm south of
Holland, Manitoba. She attended elementary school at the
convent in Bruxelles and high school in Notre Dame de
Lourdes, Manitoba. She has ten years of post-secondary
education in accounting. After 42 years of employment,
she has recently relinquished her ownership role in a steel
fabrication company in Winnipeg.
Gerald and Janet recently celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. They have two sons, three grandsons and one
little princess who loves to bake with grandma!
Janet shares that her experience with the League has been
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very positive and uplifting, and one of growth. From her League
sisters, she learned of love and learned to hug! She learned
it is okay to share of herself—that she will be loved for it,
supported and encouraged along the way. She has learned that
members can affect change in governmental processes through
resolutions and letter-writing campaigns. Finally, she learned
that members share a deep bond of sisterhood. “Blood relatives
cannot choose each other, but members can. Members love
and support each other with a bond that in many instances, is
deeper than that of blood.”
Janet is comforted knowing whatever function she attends,
she will always find some of her League sisters there and will
always be welcomed. V
Judy Look
Alberta Mackenzie
Provincial President

Judy was born and raised in
Saskatchewan, beginning her life
in Saskatoon with a short sojourn
in Bruno. In Regina, she completed
high school under the careful eye
of the Sisters of Our Lady of the
Missions. The University of Saskatchewan called her back to
Saskatoon where she obtained her bachelor of arts and teaching
certificate and met Jim, whom she married in 1969.
Following Jim’s graduation, Judy settled in Calgary. Her
career as a teacher was short-lived as God blessed her with three
sons, thus beginning her vocation as a mother.
During Judy’s stay-at-home years, she served as a school
board trustee for the Calgary Catholic School District, served
on The Educational Partnerships Foundation, served as a board
member of St. Mary’s University College, was a team manager
for Cascade Swim Club, was a pastoral assistant at Holy Spirit
Parish and is a graduate of Together Enabling Adults in Ministry.
Judy’s vocation as a married woman ended in 2010 when
the Lord recalled her beloved Jim.
Her life as a member began at Holy Spirit Parish Council
(Calgary) in 1985 where she continues to be a member. Judy
has served at all levels of the League, including as a member
of the national resolutions committee. She was honoured to
receive life membership in 2018.
If asked to speak of her most important accomplishment,
Judy would respond without hesitation, “giving birth and
being a mom to three sons, a mother-in-law to three beautiful
daughters-in-law and grandmother to five grandchildren.”
Judy believes motherhood prepared her for everything
she has accomplished thus far. You may frequently hear
Judy say, “This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it,” because she knows today is the
only day any of us have. If we are to build relationships and
effect change “For God and Canada,” it must start today! V

Role of a Life Member
Ann Doucet
National Life Member Liaison

The role of a life member in The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a very important one. Life membership gives to
the recipient, in addition to the honour, a permanent place on the national council and with this honour comes responsibility.
National council requires support and active service from its life members. Life members respond in parish, diocesan and
provincial councils across Canada lending their leadership experience and expertise to mentor and support their League sisters
in service to God and Canada.
2019 New Life Members
Ana Sousa is a 40-year
member from Cambridge,
Ontario. Ana is a medical
secretary by profession and
a member of St. Patrick
Parish Council. She served
14 years at the diocesan level
and has completed her term
as diocesan past president
and historian. Her volunteer
activities include Eucharistic
minister, lector and choir member, and she is currently
involved with Canadian Blood Services. Ana is always
willing to participate in League activities and volunteer for
projects. Her areas of particular interest has been Catch
the Fire! and resolutions and this, combined with her
willingness to offer solutions to problems and situations,
has her acting as mentor to all parish council members. Ana
has a quiet manner but does get things done!
Anna Tremblay of
St. Peter the Apostle
Parish Council (North
Bay, Ontario) is a 51-year
member and is presently
the provincial chairperson
of spiritual development.
Anna was instrumental in
bringing many members to
the diocesan council and
is constantly encouraging
members to take on leadership roles at all levels. She has
extensive experience as a facilitator for Leading the League,

Days of Reflection, Retreat Days for CWL, Catch the Fire!
and Find Your Voice workshops. Anna’s background in
administration, secretarial, organization and computer
skills serve her well in her League service. She is currently
involved with the volunteer organization, Coldest Night
of the Year, as well as acting as the North Bay regional
coordinator for the Sisters of St. Joseph Associates program.
Anna always accepts any requests to represent the League
on behalf of the diocesan president, and is very willing to do
whatever is asked of her.
Anne Vincelli is a
member of St. Columban
Parish Council (Cornwall,
Ontario). Anne is a 26 year
member. She currently serves
on the Service Club Council
of Cornwall and as district
liaison for the Diocese of
Alexandria–Cornwall, having
served 12 years at the
diocesan level. Anne is a
retired Hotel Dieu public relations officer and former
elementary school teacher who has extensive workshop
animator and facilitator experience. Her skills of particular
interest would be in the areas of workshop planning and
organization communication skills. She is a 45-year hospital
auxiliary volunteer and an Alpha facilitator at her parish.
Currently, Anne is the director of the associates of the
spiritual family of the Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph
of Cornwall.
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Barbara
Thuen,
of
Winnipeg Manitoba, is a
35-year member who has been
a fixture at the parish level
of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Parish Council, 17 Wing.
Barbara served 14 years at the
provincial level providing an
example of dedication. Current
members of the provincial
executive would speak to
her mentorship, leading them to accept responsibility at a
higher level. Barbara has significant experience as a workshop
facilitator in presenting Catch the Fire! from 2012-2018,
spiritual and leadership development workshops from
2008-2013, and at base councils for training throughout her
time on the provincial executive. Barbara is organized and
professional, having acquired many skills as the volunteer
coordinator at the Military Family Resource Centre. Barbara
is especially interested in the implementation of the new
strategic plan. Her love of the League, knowledge and
experience would be of benefit as she continues to serve.
Having recently moved
to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
where she attends Holy Spirit
Parish Council, Chantal
Devine has retained her
membership for 2019 in St.
John the Evangelist Parish
Council (Marquis). She plans
to transfer her membership
to her new parish council
in 2020. She is a 44-year
member and served more than 15 years at diocesan and
provincial levels. She is currently the provincial president.
Highlights of Chantal’s involvement have been in revising
the Regina Diocesan Council policy and procedure manual
(2012), presenting on approaching government to encourage
funding for palliative hospice care and assisting in the
strategic planning consultations (2018). Chantal is a former
school teacher and is bilingual. She has a strong history of
volunteering having been presented with the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee Medal in 2002 for her many years of volunteering
with various organizations. Her areas of interest are planning
and leading workshops, public speaking, starting a Catholic
Girl’s League in Saskatchewan, and working on letter writing
campaigns—all of which would be of benefit.

Linda McClinton of
Sacred Heart Parish Council
(Prince George, British
Columbia) is a 46-year
member, with a total of 18
years service on diocesan and
provincial levels. She most
recently served as provincial
chairperson of education
and health. Linda promotes
camaraderie and fellowship,
affirming members and encouraging others in leadership
roles. Linda has been willing to take on assignments at local,
diocesan and provincial level. She volunteers with Broken
Circle as a facilitator and with Prince George Hospice and
Palliative Care. Her training and work in hospice palliative
care are evident in her sharing on this topic. Linda volunteers
at St. Vincent de Paul Society and is involved with her parish
counting collections, tidying hymn books weekly, assisting
at funeral luncheons and special meals such as after Chrism
Mass. Linda’s areas of particular interest are Christian family
life and hospice palliative care. Linda is passionate about the
League, an attribute that will be of great benefit.
Margaret Schwab of
Holy Spirit Parish Council
(Saskatoon, Saskatchewan)
is a 43-year member, has
served more than 18 years at
diocesan and provincial levels
and is currently the provincial
past president. At the parish
level, Margaret served on the
executive for 41 of her 43
years as a member, holding
all positions. Margaret has been involved with a number
of workshops including, ‘‘Project Grow” and was involved
with presenting the strategic plan consultations (2018).
Margaret is trained in biological science technology. She is a
long-time volunteer with Girl Guides of Canada, The Greater
Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation and is involved in
seeking provincial legislation for conscience rights for health
care professionals regarding medical assistance in dying.
Her areas of interest are spiritual development, community
life (social justice) and organization. Margaret has extensive
experience in public speaking and is very willing to assist
new members understand the League.

Mission Statement
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and to
witness to the love of God through ministry and service.
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Marie-Theresa Lamphier
of Visitation Parish Council
(Comber, Ontario) has been
a member for 26 years.
She served 16 years at
diocesan level, one year
of a two-year term (201718) at the provincial
level as communications
chairperson, and as subcommittee chairperson for
the provincial treasurer, (2015-2017). Marie-Theresa’s field
of expertise is finance, with a master’s degree in business,
and pastoral ministry, with a master of religious education.
She distributed surveys to all diocesan councils and
tabulated the results (2011-2012) and prepared resolutions
accompanied by briefs (2011-2012). She has facilitated
workshops on resolutions, training on website, treasurer’s
workshop, confidence building, leadership workshops
and Catch the Fire! She also served on a financial advisory
committee (2004-2018). Marie-Theresa pays great attention
to detail and completes tasks in a timely manner. Her
knowledge and willingness to help out at any level has been
a definite asset in helping educate members.

Shirley Christo of
St. John Fisher Parish
Council (Brampton, Ontario)
is a 27-year member. Twenty
of those years she served at
the diocesan level, including
her term as Toronto diocesan
past president (2017-2019).
She began her League service
on the diocesan level as
part of the resolutions subcommittee. She was involved in bringing forward and
doing background research on resolutions Intergenerational
Programming (1999), Fertility Care Education (2005) and
Canadian Food For Children (2009). At all levels, Shirley
is known for her passionate advocacy for promoting the
sanctity and dignity of life, and for reclaiming spiritual
care for holistic health. Shirley’s field of expertise as a
registered nurse, nurse educator and parish nurse-spiritual
care specialist, led to her involvements in the League and
wider community within multiple organizations. Her
background experience as a parish nurse and a policy and
political action officer, and her experience with resolutions
and legislation would be an asset in consistent and adamant
advocacy for the sanctity and dignity of life.

Ruby Sharpe of St.
Pius X Parish Council
(St. John’s, Newfoundland
and Labrador) has been
an active member for the
past 14 years. She served
at provincial level for eight
years, including her term
as past president (20172019). She currently serves
as provincial chairperson of
communications. She is also president of St. Pius X Parish
Council. Ruby is currently retired, but worked for 37 years
as a consultant for people with intellectual disabilities and
behavioural issues. She is involved with the Vera Perlin
Society, as well as serving as Eucharistic minister for people
in long-term care facilities. Ruby has been a Catch the Fire!
facilitator since 2012, and in 2018 co-facilitated a mental
health workshop for councils on the Northeast Avalon
region. Ruby is a “doer,” a strong resource person and
excels in the areas of project and task management. She is
particularly interested in education and health, and spiritual
development, but is happy to serve where needed.

Susan Melchiorre of
St. Philip Neri Parish Council
(Saskatoon, Saskatchewan)
has been a member for 44
years. Susan currently serves
as provincial chairperson of
resolutions and life member
liaison. She also serves on
the national resolutions
committee. Susan’s passion
for
resolutions
and
parliamentary procedure has helped many members.
She is an excellent facilitator, well organized and very
knowledgeable. Susan retired from the federal government
where her career involved office management, human
resources and facilitating and coordinating training for the
department. Susan was presented the Deputy Minister’s
Award for Outstanding Service to First Nation People.
She volunteers with the CWL Clothing Depot, parish
funeral team, liturgical ministry and Catholic Missions In
Canada. Susan has a keen interest in current affairs which
is the reason she enjoys the timeliness of legislation and
resolutions. V
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Dignity and Rights of Persons:
Human Trafficking in Canada
Dorothy Johansen
Life Member and Sub-Committee Chairperson of Community Life

T

his article briefly discusses Pastoral Orientations on
Human Trafficking and Public Safety Canada’s discussion
paper The Way Forward to End Human Trafficking. A new
national strategy to end human trafficking is planned for late
2019. Members are encouraged to study this topic in more
detail.
The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo
Protocol) provides the current internationally-agreed legal
definition of human trafficking. Article 3, paragraph (a) defines
trafficking in persons as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer,
harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of
deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability
or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve
the consent of a person having control over another person,
for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a
minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other
forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or
practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.”
From the discussion paper, a victim is defined as “an
individual who has suffered physical or emotional harm, property
damage, or economic loss as a result of a crime.” The most
recently available statistics indicate in Canada, 95% of victims are
women, more women are victims of sexual exploitation, whereas
both men and women are victims of labour exploitation.
There are two leading causes of human trafficking. The
first is exploitation, wherein the traffickers take control of the
victims and put them into situations where they are treated as
commodities to be bought and sold. The other is demand for
services, or labour the victims provide, such as cheap, massproduced goods and foods.
Public Safety Canada states, “Perpetrators can be men and
women, intimate partners, complete strangers to the victims,
criminal organizations, business owners, peers, family members,
diplomats, farm owners, factory operators, large or small
companies, or gangs. Domestic trafficking for sexual exploitation
is not necessarily associated with traffickers who may have
connections to street gangs and organized crime. Victims are
often recruited by those they consider their romantic partners.
Cases of human trafficking for forced labour in Canada have
involved men and women from China, Ethiopia, Hungary,
Romania, India, Mexico, the Philippines, Poland and Thailand.”
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Reducing the demand driving human trafficking requires
accountability, prosecution and punishment along the
entire chain of exploitation, from recruiters and traffickers to
consumers. People who are trafficked usually remain invisible,
and it can be challenging to detect human trafficking that takes
place within our communities.
Canada’s laws prohibit trafficking in persons for any
exploitative purpose, regardless of whether the trafficking
occurs wholly within Canada or whether it involves the bringing
of persons into Canada.
Section 279.01 of the Criminal Code (2005) prohibits
trafficking in persons. “Every person who recruits, transports,
receives, holds, conceals or harbours a person, or exercises
control, direction or influence over the movements of a
person, for the purpose of exploiting them or facilitating their
exploitation is guilty of an indictable offence….” Section 118
of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act states, “No person
shall knowingly organize the coming into Canada of one or
more persons by means of abduction, fraud, deception or use
of threat of force or coercion.”
Globally, there is a reluctance to acknowledge the reality
of human trafficking. However, Canada was among the first
countries to ratify the United Nations protocol. This protocol
guides efforts through a four-pillar approach, by seeking to
prevent human trafficking from occurring, protecting victims,
bringing perpetrators to justice, and building partnerships
domestically and internationally.
The national consultation was started to improve the
current strategy as over the five years of the current action plan,
gaps were noted in the awareness of average Canadians about
human trafficking, the support services available to victims,
the difference across the country between provinces and
governments, and that efforts to eliminate trafficking have not
been entirely successful.
Special attention is needed for survivors with long-term
emotional or mental health disorders or substance abuse.
Pastoral Orientations on Human Trafficking, a resource booklet by
the Migrants and Refugees Section of the Vatican’s Dicastery for
the Promotion of Integral Human Development, reminds that,
“Above all, no matter what the practical measures taken, these
survivors are human beings and should always feel that they
are being treated with the greatest respect.” When survivors
are from a different country, the decision on whether or not
to repatriate them should acknowledge they were victims of

human trafficking, and supportive services should be made
available.
What Can Members Do?
- As many victims of human trafficking are under 25 years
of age, talk to your family and youth in the community
to provide awareness and education to effectively prevent
human trafficking.
- Be aware of employment standards and assist others in
understanding to ensure standards are followed to eliminate
labour exploitation.

- Simplify your life, by requiring less and by being aware of
where goods originate, and the means used to provide these
goods.
- Be aware of others and their situations to discover unseen
people requiring assistance.
If you think someone is a victim of human trafficking in
Canada, call 9-1-1 or local police. If you wish to anonymously
report a case of trafficking, please call Crime Stoppers national
tipline at (800) 222-TIPS(8477). V

An Archival Experience
By Life Member Marlene Pavletic

R

ecently, I had the honour of assisting Hearst Diocesan
Council member Lynn Olenik. In the past, I travelled
with Lynn to missions in Peru and Honduras,
reaching out to Indigenous communities. We spoke about
how we could assist Indigenous sisters “in our own backyard”.
As the Holy Spirit would have it, the borders of the Diocese
of Moosonee changed, which led to the official unification
with the Diocese of Hearst on December 3, 2018. Bishop
Robert Bourgon became the bishop of Hearst-Moosonee. It
seemed it was the time to visit the women in Moosonee.
Lynn discussed the plan at an executive meeting. Members
were encouraged to make the visit with her in
September 2018. One member offered to go.
There were supplies to bring, so I was invited.
Lynn established e-mail communication
with Bishop Bourgon and Fr. Paul Awowole.
We were offered accommodation at the
bishop’s house and graciously welcomed by
the women.
After a lovely feast prepared by the women,
we talked about League membership. Several
women were familiar with the League; one lady had
been a member long ago and had a League pin! I immediately
recalled that, as past provincial president, I had visited the
provincial archives and recalled seeing a file on Moosonee.
The women invited us back for another visit and asked if we
could do a spiritual retreat or prayer service upon returning.
We promised to see if we could find information on the
League in their area. They were going to think and pray about
future involvement with the League, and we offered continued
support regardless of their decision.
I contacted then Ontario Provincial Past President Pauline
Krupa who was planning a visit to the provincial archives

following the fall executive meeting. Pauline returned with
very valuable information. There were photographs and
documentation indicating the League was active from
the early 1970s to the early 1990s in the communities
of Moosonee, Fort Albany and Attawapiskat. Documents
indicated provincial presidents and presidents-elect made
annual visits for approximately eight years (presidents
Barron, Cullen, Tipping to name a few).
Copies of the documentation and photographs were
given to Lynn who, with Nel Dalcin and Genevieve Sexton
(Hearst Diocesan Council members), visited the community
again January 10-11, 2019. It was exciting to hear of the
women’s reaction when Lynn shared the pictures
and documentation. Some women recognized the
priests, bishop, nuns, and even family members.
One woman recognized herself, while the
woman with the League pin at the fall visit
recognized her mother and sister.
This experience has “driven home” to me
the significance of archives. It was exciting to
revisit this file I had reviewed as provincial past
president. I found it interesting then, but it came alive
for me after visiting Moosonee. The women said they had
been members, but had no records. The provincial council
did!
There are official letters from national office indicating
all three communities received certificates of organization,
i.e. charters. We do not know if they disbanded or just went
inactive. It is my understanding the next step is to contact
national office to see if they can help in any way.
I am so grateful for having had the opportunity to help
answer some questions for these women.
God bless them and the provincial archives! V
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Marguerite: A Woman Who Compassionately
Lived Life on The Peripheries
A Canadian Saint Celebrates 400th Anniversary
By Sr. Norma Gallant, CND and Doreen Gowans, CND associate and national chairperson of communications.

M

arguerite Bourgeoys was born in Troyes, France on
April 17, 1620, the seventh of 13 children in the
family. She was raised in a loving and nurturing
family. At the age of 20, Marguerite’s young life changed forever.
In her most complete account, Marguerite Bourgeoys wrote,
“On Rosary Sunday, I went to the procession at the Dominican
Church where there was so great a number of people that the
cloister was not large enough. So, we crossed the street and
passed in front of the portal of Notre Dame where there was a
statue in stone above the door. And glancing
up to look at it, I found it very beautiful. At
the same time, I found myself so moved and
changed that I no longer recognized myself.
When I returned home, this was apparent to
everyone.” It was then she decided to give
herself to the service of God with little idea
of what her gift would imply.
Marguerite tried to enter religious life
but was refused. The chaplain, Fr. Gendret,
possibly saw Marguerite had a calling to a
very different form of religious life.
Marguerite joined the ranks of the
Congregation of Notre Dame as an “extern”
member and taught poor children for several
years in Troyes. This extern congregation
allowed young women to live at home but come to the convent,
where they were formed and organized to teach the children
who did not have the financial means to attend the convent
school. Marguerite remained with this extern congregation for
13 years and her experiences there were to mark her for life.
Marguerite continued to have Fr. Gendret as a spiritual
director. He began to speak to her of another kind of religious
life for women. In her writings, Marguerite said, “he told
me one day that Our Lord had left three states of women to
follow Him and to serve the Church. The role of Magdalene
was filled by Carmelites and other recluses; that of Martha by
cloistered religious who serve their neighbour; but the state of
the journeying Virgin Mary, which must also be honoured, was
not yet filled.”
At 32, Marguerite met with Monsieur de Maisonneuve, the
governor of Montreal who sought a lay teacher for the children
of the colonists and the natives in Ville Marie. Marguerite
Bourgeoys accepted his offer to go to Ville Marie, now known
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as Montreal. In Marguerite’s writings, we read, “One morning,
when I was fully awake, a tall woman dressed in a robe of white
serge, said to me very clearly, ‘Go, I will never forsake you.’ I
knew it was the Blessed Virgin. This gave me great courage.
This made me believe that if this was from God, I did not have
to make any preparations for it. Consequently, I did not bring a
penny for the journey.”
Marguerite never lost sight of what she believed God was
asking of her. Despite many refusals and hardships, she patiently
lived in the present moment, always seeking to
know God’s will. As the colony developed, the
number of children increased. When asking
more women to come out west to the new colony
of New France, all Marguerite could promise the
fathers was their daughters would have bread,
soup and work to sustain themselves. There were
18 young women who travelled back to New
France with Marguerite. Four wanted to work
alongside Marguerite while the remaining 14
women had hopes of marrying and establishing
families. On the trip back there was a great deal
of sickness, and many of the passengers died and
were buried at sea. Marguerite, although weak
herself, continued to minister to the people.
Marguerite finally had companions with
whom to share her life and to participate in the creation of a
new kind of religious community—one that was uncloistered
and where women lived and worked among the people. Since
Marguerite and her four companions still lived in the stable/
school, they realized the quarters were becoming too crowded.
Marguerite bought a small house nearby, had it prepared and
moved there with the women. Marguerite and her companions
offered these young women hospitality, friendship and initiation
into the skills needed for this new life. The women needed to
find ways to be self-sufficient, and so Marguerite Bourgeoys
established a model farm that met her congregation’s essential
needs. From the year 1668 right up until 1955, the farming
sisters of the congregation cultivated the land and gave the fruits
of their labour to the local community. Today, the farm has been
transformed into a museum and designated a national historic
site known as Maison de St. Gabriel.
There were few priests to minister to the people, so the
sisters saw the need for education in the faith. They lived in

utmost simplicity, sleeping on straw mattresses, sharing the
coarse bread of the colonists.
In 1700, Marguerite Bourgeoys died in Montreal at the
age of 79—but not before knowing the congregation had an
approved constitution, validated by the bishop two years before
her death. Almost three centuries later, in 1982, Pope John Paul
II canonized Marguerite, recognizing her work.
The Congregation de Notre Dame continues the
educational and apostolic work of its foundress. Over the years,
the community established houses beyond its original borders
so that today, the sisters of the congregation can be found in
many Canadian provinces and the United States, as well as
many foreign missions established in Japan, Cameroon, Central
America and France.
After Marguerite’s early life, it was decided by the
congregation to open its doors to what is now called associate
relationship, open to both men and women. It is noteworthy,
that in today’s age, there are more associates than vowed
members in the congregation.

Marguerite’s remains are entombed in the chapel she
established, called Bonsecours. If you find yourself in Montreal
and have a bit of time, be sure to visit the chapel on the banks
of the St. Lawrence River in Old Montreal.
Saint Marguerite was a Catholic woman, and if she were
living today, I am sure she would belong to the League.
Resolution 1950.02 Beatification of Venerable Marguerite
Bourgeoys resolved that members extend their sincere
felicitations to the Rev. Mother General and the Sisters of
the Congregation de Notre Dame on the occasion of the
beatification of their devoted foundress. In many ways, her
lifestyle reflects the objects and mission statement of the
League.
Watch for celebrations in the community as the
400th anniversary is celebrated now through April 17, 2020, the
year the League marks its 100th anniversary. V
Information taken from the writings of Sr. Patricia Simpson,
CND. Written by Sr. Norma Gallant, CND and Doreen Gowans,
CND associate and national chairperson of communications.

Letter to the Editor
Re: The Canadian League, spring 2019, “Annulment Process.”
Please forgive me for adding to the work of the day.
However, it was with shock, disappointment, and real
discouragement that I read in the article on p. 6,
“Annulment Process” by Mrs. Pat Deppiesse that infertility
is grounds for an annulment. No it isn’t, nor has it ever been.
Maybe she meant to say “impotence?” Impotence
is grounds for annulment because it forever
eliminates the possibility of children.
INFERTILITY is not grounds for annulment. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church, Article 6, #2374 states: “Couples
who discover that they are sterile suffer greatly.” Then
in #2379 “Spouses who suffer from infertility ...should
unite themselves with the Lord’s Cross... They can give
expression to their generosity by adopting abandoned
children or performing demanding services for others.”
It’s unfortunate that your editorial staff did not correct this
before it went to print.
Please kindly write a correction and explanation in the next
edition of The Canadian League. Hopefully, other readers
have also noticed, and are writing in.

Dear Patricia,
In the spring 2019 publication of
The Canadian League magazine,
in the Christian family life column,
“Annulment Process,” unfortunately there was a
critical word left out of the third paragraph of the
article, line three, the keyword being, “undisclosed.”
This is included in the new brochure, Annulments
Today, Merciful and Just which states, “One party
may have deceived the other concerning some quality
of himself or herself, something so serious that it
was completely impossible to form a partnership
of life, such as hidden homosexual preferences or
undisclosed infertility.” Meaning, the condition was
known by one party but not disclosed to the other
prior to the marriage, which could amount to deceit,
which could be grounds for annulment. While we
apologize for this oversight, we do hope members will
obtain the full brochure from the national website.
Respectfully yours,
The editorial board of The Canadian League magazine

Wishing you well,
Sincerely,
Patricia Sinclair
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RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO
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C-702 SCOTLAND AVENUE
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