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Preamble 

Pope Francis’ message for the 48th World Day of Peace, January 1st, theme was Slaves 

no more, but brothers and sisters. The Catholic Women’s League of Canada (CWL) has 

been very involved with issues of prostitution, human trafficking and pornography 

through resolutions and work on issues relating to human dignity.  

Since 1983, nine resolutions have been adopted at the national level with two forwarded 

to World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) and one onto the United 

Nations. They are:  

1983.13  Campaign against Pornography 

1985.06  Pornography 

2002.12  Child Pornography 

2003.08  National Strategy to Eliminate Computer-Based Child Pornography  

2004.05*  End Trafficking of Children 

2008.01  Preventing Human Trafficking at 2010 Olympics  

2009.01  Exit Strategies for Prostituted Persons  

2009.02  Protection and Support Services for Foreign Victims of Human  

  Trafficking 

2012.01*  Criminalization of the Purchasing of Sexual Service  

*Both resolution 2004.5 and 2012.01 were submitted to WUCWO with the former 

also submitted to the United Nations. 

In 2004, the sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame released a statement that read: 

The sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame, their associates and friends 

commit themselves to promote actively the respect of human rights by opposing 

the trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation or 

forced labour. 
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We, with others, will educate ourselves concerning the extent, the causes and 

the consequences of this abuse not only where we are missioned, but also 

worldwide. 

In collaboration with other religious congregations, human rights groups and non-

governmental organization, we will support policies and programs which deal 

with the abolition and prevention of this type of trafficking, thereby making 

alternate choices available to the women and children thus endangered.  

(Adaption of the statement of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary.) 

 

Hundreds of League members signed this statement in solidarity with the congregation 

and their associates.  

Other actions taken by League members relating to assaults on human dignity are: 

 Delegations meet annually with both federal and provincial governments to 

present resolutions on issues of prostitution and human trafficking. 

 Diocesan presidents and/or representatives meet annually with their respective 

bishops to present resolutions. 

 The League has promoted a Pornography Hurts postcard campaign, sending 

thousands of postcards to politicians informing them of the effects of 

pornography which fuels the demand for prostitution.   

 Human trafficking prayer services have been created and Stations of the Cross 

prayed for victims of human trafficking. 

 85,000 members have become informed on the signs of human trafficking and 

how to help the victims. 

 One federal politician created a foundation to end human trafficking, which 

League members have embraced and supported. This same politician met with 

one diocesan council to discuss the shaping of the new prostitution legislation. 

 A delegation of League members in one province met with their provincial office 

to combat human trafficking in persons. 

 One diocese has an anti-human trafficking group working to educate 

parishioners. It has advertised the documentary Red Light / Green Light, 

developed a website and planned a major advertising campaign that will be on 

bus stops, billboards and buses in December 2015.  

 A play has been produced by the Sisters of St. Ann that reveals the different 

ways that trafficking flourishes. In one town, the play was shown and was 

followed with a talk by a law enforcement officer on how to combat trafficking. 
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 Members have been encouraged to supported one citizen while he biked across 

much of Canada to raise awareness on the issue of human trafficking. 

 League members have supported ecumenical efforts by attending a Women’s 

Inter-Church Council of Canada conference on how to work together to stop 

prostitution and end human trafficking. 

 The League promoted the Buying Sex is Not a Sport campaign during the 2010 

Winter Olympics held in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 

 Members support Agape International Missions to combat human trafficking in 

developing countries.  

 Local parish councils have provided financial and material items to support 

women exiting the sex trade and victims of human trafficking. 

 League members have attended a workshop on trafficking of aboriginal people 

and assisted the Royal Canadian Mounted Police with trafficking workshops at 

local high schools. 

 League members advocated for and celebrated the passing of federal Bill C-36 

Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act. This bill criminalizes the 

buyers of sex and those who profit from prostitution.   

 The documentary Red Light / Green Light is being promoted and screened in 

many regions across Canada. 

 

By following the example of St. Josephine Bakhita and answering Pope Francis 

invitation to include the excluded the grass roots members of The Catholic Women’s 

League of Canada are making a difference.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Barbara Dowding 

National President 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

DG/ks 

Cc: Doreen Gowans, National Chairperson of Community Life 
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Question 1: Are there laws in your country concerning human trafficking? 

If the answer is yes, please provide the title and a very brief 

summary of each law. 

Yes, there are laws in Canada concerning human trafficking enshrined in the Criminal 

Code of Canada. In November 2005, Canada added provisions to the criminal code to 

deal specifically with human trafficking.  

 

There are three main offences:  

1. Trafficking in persons (section 279.01): “It is a crime to recruit, transport, transfer, 

receive, hold, or hide a person, or exercise control, direction or influence over a 

person’s movements for the purpose of exploiting them or helping to exploit 

them. This offence carries a maximum penalty of life imprisonment where it 

involves kidnapping, aggravated assault or sexual assault, or death, and a 

maximum penalty of 14 years in all other cases. Exploitation (section 279.04) 

means coercing a person to provide labour or services by doing something that 

could cause them to fear for their safety or the safety of someone they know if 

they did not perform the labour or services. It also includes using force, threats of 

force, deception, or coercion to remove a body organ or tissue from someone.” 

2. Material benefit (section 279.02): “Anyone who benefits materially from human 

trafficking can be charged with an offence. This applies to those who may not 

directly engage in trafficking but who profit from it. It also may apply to buyers of 

services from a trafficked person if they know the person is being exploited. This 

offence is punishable by 10 years imprisonment.” 

3. Withholding or destroying identity documents (section 279.03). “It is a crime to 

withhold or destroy a person’s travel or identification documents, such as a 

passport or visa, for the purpose of trafficking, or helping to traffic, that person. 

This offence is punishable by 5 years imprisonment. There are also many other 

offences in Canada’s Criminal Code that can be used to prosecute people 

involved in human trafficking. Examples of such offences include sexual assault, 

fraud, forgery, forcible confinement, extortion, abduction, assault, and organized 

crime activity.” 

Canada has outlawed trafficking-related conduct. Key criminal code offences relevant to 

trafficking in persons include kidnapping, extortion, forcible confinement, conspiracy, the 

controlling or living off the avails of prostitution, as well as organized crime offences.  
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In addition, parliament enacted the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA). 

Section 118 of this law, which took effect on June 28, 2002, provides that: 

1. No person shall knowingly organize the coming into Canada of one or more 

persons by means of abduction, fraud, deception or use or threat of force or 

coercion. 

2. For the purpose of subsection (1), “organize,” with respect to persons, includes 

their recruitment or transportation and, after their entry into Canada, the receipt 

or harbouring of those persons. 

The maximum penalty for this offence is life imprisonment, a fine of $1,000,000, or both. 

The first-ever charges under section 118 were laid in April 2005, but are currently being 

challenged for vagueness. 

Further, on November 25, 2005 these measures were strengthened through the 

enactment of criminal code reforms to specifically prohibit trafficking in persons, 

benefiting economically from trafficking, and withholding or destroying identity, 

immigration, or travel documents to facilitate trafficking. 

In May 2006 Citizenship and Immigration Canada announced a new policy to provide 

temporary resident permits to trafficked persons. Immigration officers may now grant 

temporary resident permits, for periods of up to 120 days, to these individuals. 

The federal Interdepartmental Working Group on Trafficking in Persons (IWGTIP), co-

chaired by the departments of justice and foreign affairs, coordinates federal activities to 

address trafficking. Recent activities by IWGTIP and its participating departments and 

agencies include: 

1. producing and distributing an information booklet in 14 languages to warn 

potential trafficking victims 

2. organizing a professional training session on trafficking in persons for Canadian 

police, Crown prosecutors, immigration, customs and consular officials 

3. hosting the Forum on Trafficking in Persons, Especially Youth, Children and 

Women, to educate and increase public awareness about the situation of victims 

of trafficking, and explore community-driven prevention strategies  

4. meeting with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and academics to discuss 

a potential federal anti-trafficking strategy 
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The role of law enforcement in addressing human trafficking in Canada is to: 

 identify children and adults at risk 

 inform potential victims of their rights 

 identify and investigate criminal elements of circumstances and seek to 

prosecute individuals involved in human trafficking 

 refer potential victims who are not Canadian citizens or permanent residents to 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada to learn of their options regarding 

immigration status 

 identify support services and refer victims/potential victims to specialist NGOs 

that may assist with finding safe accommodation, and various needs including 

medical, psychological, legal assistance, education and work placement 

 conduct interviews, seek intelligence, undertake investigations with immigration 

officials and any other appropriate parties, and ensure that links are made with 

other agencies and national/international policing organizations 

 provide protection to victims and staff supporting them 

 work closely with Citizenship and Immigration Canada, Canada Border Services 

Agency, provincial/territorial and municipal agencies, social services, child 

welfare authorities and any non-government organizations involved in service 

delivery to provide protection to victims, including children 

 conduct a continuous risk assessment with respect to the safety and welfare of 

the victims and their families at every stage of the investigation and judicial 

process and beyond 

 enforce the laws of Canada including those in the Immigration and Refugee 

Protection Act (IRPA) Section 118, and the Criminal Code of Canada, Section 

279.01-279.03 (Section 279 is kidnapping). 

 

Law enforcement has the following enforcement powers to address the human 

trafficking criminal code provisions: 

 Section 279.01 prohibits anyone from recruiting, transporting, transferring, 

receiving, holding, concealing or harbouring a person, including children, or 

exercising control or influence over the movements of a person, for the purpose 

of exploiting or facilitating the exploitation of that person (maximum penalty: life 

where it involves the kidnapping, aggravated assault or aggravated sexual 

assault, or death of the victim and 14 years in any other case); 
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 Section 279.02 prohibits anyone from receiving a financial or other material 

benefit for the purpose of committing or facilitating the exploitation of that 

person (maximum penalty: 10 years); 

 Section 279.03 prohibits the withholding or destruction of documents, such as a 

victim's travel documents or documents establishing their identity, for the 

purpose of committing or facilitating the exploitation of that person (maximum 

penalty: 5 years). 

 Section 279.04 defines exploitation as causing a person to provide, or offer to 

provide, labour or services by engaging in conduct that leads the victim to 

reasonably fear for their safety or that of someone known to them, if they fail to 

comply. It would apply to the use of force, deception or other forms of coercion 

causing the removal of a human organ or tissue. 

 Section 7(4.11) states that everyone who, outside Canada, commits an act or 

omission that if committed in Canada would be an offence against section 

279.01, 279.011, 279.02 or 279.03 shall be deemed to commit that act or 

omission in Canada if the person who commits the act or omission is a 

Canadian citizen or a permanent resident within the meaning of subsection 2(1) 

of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act. 

These sections complement the existing Immigration and Refugee Protection 

Act trafficking offence and existing trafficking-related criminal code provisions. These 

offences enable law enforcement to address not only international but also domestic 

human trafficking cases. Human trafficking does not require the crossing of borders or 

any movement at all. Exploitation is the key element of the offence. Canadian law 

enforcement has a significantly enhanced ability to ensure that charges, whether under 

the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act or the Criminal Code, best respond to the 

facts of a specific human trafficking investigation.  

Question 2:   Is there information on human trafficking from your bishops’ 

conference in your country? If so, please provide a brief summary 

and if available, the website link to this information. 

Yes, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has made reference to human 

trafficking on its website through its own initiatives listed below but also through posting 

the statements found at vatican.va. Please check cccb.ca for: 
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Affairs, Episcopal Commission for Social. "Brief Presented by the Episcopal 

Commission for Social Affairs to the Standing Committee on Citizenship and 

Immigration." 28 November 2006. Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 9 

September 2015. 

Durocher, Most Rev Paul-Andre. "CCCB President issues message for First 

International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human Trafficking." 4 

February 2015. Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 3 September 2015. 

Peace, Episcopla Commission for Justice and. "Pastoral Letter on Human Trafficking." 

27 January 2010. Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 3 September 2015. 

Smith, Most Rev Richard. "Giving Children a Childhood." 19 December 2011. Canadian 

Conference of Catholic Bishops. Document. 9 September 2015. 

Question 3:  Is there ongoing work or support for programs concerning human 

trafficking (advocacy to end trafficking, support for groups that 

assist trafficked persons to escape, support for groups that help 

to rehabilitate trafficked persons) from your member 

organization?  If yes, please describe this briefly and if available, 

please provide the website link to this information. 

In the Archdiocese of Edmonton, Magdalene House, which is located in the Red Deer 

area, has opened the doors for operation. Many hours of service has been put into this 

project by League members. Financial assistance has been partially provided through 

the sale of fair trade products and donations from parish and diocesan councils.   

Councils reported writing to federal and provincial representatives about aboriginal 

rights, domestic violence and human trafficking concerns.  

Question 4: Is there a list of groups that assist trafficked persons in your 

country? If so, please provide a website link and/or the name and 

address for each.   

ACT (Action Coalition against Trafficking) Alberta  http://www.actalberta.org/ 

Servants Anonymous in Calgary http://www.servantsanon.com/ 

Magdalene House Society  http://magdalenehouse.ca/ 

Centre to End All Sexual Exploitation http://www.ceasenow.org/ 
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Question 5: Is there a national hotline for human trafficking in your country? 

If yes, please provide the number here. 

TIP line:  1 800 222 8477 

Chrysalis Network:  1 866 528-7109  

Crime Stoppers (anonymous tip line):  1 800 222-8477  

Question 6:   Has your country signed on to the United Nation’s Blue Heart 

Campaign? 

No, Canada has not signed on to the campaign. 

Question 7:   Please provide any other information concerning your country 

and human trafficking that you feel would be useful to put in this 

document. 

There are several educational resources available to ensure citizens are well informed 

and able to respond should they witness modern day slavery.  

Government Resources 

The Government of Canada has created a National Action Plan to Combat Human 

Trafficking. It may be found at http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/ntnl-ctn-

pln-cmbt/index-eng.aspx.  

 

The Province of British Columbia has published BC’s Action Plan to Combat Human 

Trafficking, which may be found at http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/octip/docs/action-plan.pdf.  

 

Law Enforcement Resources  

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police has a National Strategy to Combat Human 

Trafficking available at http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/pubs/ht-tp/2012/index-eng.htm.  

 

Non-Profit Organizations 

ACT (Action Coalition against Trafficking) Alberta  http://www.actalberta.org/ 

Alliance Against Modern Slavery http://allianceagainstmodernslavery.org/ 

Canadian Council of Churches:  

http://www.councilofchurches.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/CCC_HumanTraffickingInCanada_English2014_FINAL.pdf 
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Joy Smith Foundation  http://www.joysmithfoundation.com/ 

MCIS Language Services  http://helpingtraffickedpersons.org/ 

Men Against Sexual Trafficking http://www.mast-canada.com/default.aspx 

National Human Trafficking Resource Centre  http://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/ 

Toronto Counter Human Trafficking Network  

http://torontocounterhumantraffickingnet.blogspot.ca 

The Canadian Council for Refugees has an online database of human trafficking 

resources that offers convenient access to Canadian and international tools to support 

work on trafficking in the realm of awareness-raising and of service provision. For 

further information on these many resources visit http://ccrweb.ca/en/ccr-anti-trafficking-

work. 

 


