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Communiqué #03 

One Heart, One Voice, One Mission 
 
TO:  Provincial Chairpersons of Organization 
  National Executive (for information) 
FROM: Margaret Ann Jacobs, National Chairperson of Organization 
 
“Let us recover and deepen our enthusiasm, that delightful joy of evangelizing … from ministers of the Gospel 
whose lives glow with fervour, who have first received the joy of Christ.” 
         Evangelli Gaudium 
 
We begin 2015 with enthusiasm and renewed energy, glowing with fervour …the joy of Christ! 
 
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission 
The new theme invites members to commit themselves to transformation through prayer, trust and personal 
encounter with Jesus. Take the time personally and at all council levels to reflect carefully on how Catholic 
women answer the call to service with one heart centred on Christ, one voice in unity and one mission in 
conviction (see enclosure). 
 
Membership  
Membership fees are due to parish councils on January 1st when the fiscal year begins. Remember that in order 
to avoid interruption of The Canadian League to forward all per capita fees by February 28th. Current 
membership drives are well underway. Please commend the various methods that councils are using to invite 
members to renew or join the League. Councils should be encouraged to keep League activities spotlighted in 
the parish by using regular/frequent parish announcements, prayers of the faithful and bulletin announcements. 
(See samples in Leading the League, pages 7-10). 
 
Encourage the focus on orientation activities using hand-outs, short activities/games/quizzes. Copies of fresh 
new resources (theme handbill) for members will make them feel in touch with current activities. Welcome Kits 
are wonderful resources to help new members feel at home in their parish council. Assemble these ahead of 
time to have on hand to welcome newcomers. Include welcome letters from the national president, provincial 
president and/or diocesan president (see enclosure). 
 
Leadership 
Honorary Life Member Lorette Noble, in an oral report at an annual convention, once remarked that we had two 
problems in the League–members who would not take on leadership roles and members who would not give up 
their leadership roles. 
 
 
So, how do we get women to accept executive positions? Training is essential so that members can develop the 
confidence and skills to “… authentically speak our faith and advocate for the needs of others…” (see theme 
outline) but also be willing to take on executive positions. Continue to promote Catch the Fire and S’Mores and 
other development opportunities where members can grow in knowledge and confidence. Having/being a 
mentor and developing strong peer relationships are key ingredients.  
 

http://cwl.ca/new-theme-one-heart-one-voice-one-mission/
http://cwl.ca/category/media/the-canadian-league/
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Leading-the-League.pdf
http://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/handbill.pdf
http://cwl.ca/resources/catch-the-fire/


 
 

In making decisions a wise leader listens to others, involves them in decision-making, promotes team work and 
enhances problem-solving skills. Be that wise leader and encourage others to follow. Your enthusiasm and 
passion for the League together with your willingness to help others attain a heightened sense of self-worth will 
be great assets to encouraging new leaders.  
 
Annual Reports 
Provincially, you will be collating your annual reports–wonderful faith-filled records of the amazing work being 
done in diocesan and parish councils. Please refer to the catalogue of organizations distributed in the last 
communiqué to assist in determining the standing committee which best reflects the activities being reported. 
Celebrate the dedication and sacrifice of members who work so hard. 
 
Member Recognition 
It is important to recognize the special achievements of members who serve parishes and communities with 
such love and sincerity. Various presentation pins, membership scrolls, certificates of merit, council anniversary 
certificates and scholarship certificates are available from national office to be presented on special occasions 
and always recorded in council minutes. Special awards requiring nomination to national level are also 
available: maple leaf service pin, Bellelle Guerin award and life membership. Careful consideration should be 
given to the criteria for such nominations. Remember a kind word or thoughtful deed can show our 
appreciation and recognize the value of our members.  
 
Let us sustain our enthusiasm and renewed energy in 2015 with a positive attitude, honestly aware of the needs 
of others and actively participate in changing our world by our actions – One Heart, One Voice, One Mission – 
“For God and Canada.” 
 
 
God bless, 

 
Margaret Ann Jacobs 
National Chairperson of Organization 
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