
World Day of Migrants and Refugees 

January 18th marked the 101st Word Day of Migrants and Refugees, a time to focus our attention and 
energies on people around the world whose living conditions, whether due to war, political strife, 
ethnic divides or other tensions, force them to leave their homes in search of a better life.  As Pope 
Francis reminded us just last year, “each individual is a part of humanity and, with the entire family of 
peoples, shares the hope of a better future.” 
The following is a prayer from Dom Hélder Camara, the archbishop of Olinda and Recife, from 1964 – 
1985. 
 
The Voice of the Voiceless World 
 
Creator God, 
How can we fail to gather all humankind into prayer, 
Since your Divine Son, our brother Jesus Christ, 
Shed his blood for all people of all lands, of all times? 
But hear, O Lord, my special prayer, for my people, 
The voiceless ones. 
 
There are thousands and thousands of human 
Creatures in poor countries and in the slums of 
Rich countries, with no right to raise their voices, 
No possibility of claiming or protesting, 
However just are the rights they have to uphold. 
The homeless, the starving, the ragged, the wasted, 
With no change of education, no work, no future, no hope; 
They may end up believing it was meant to be, 
And loosing heart – 
Become the silent, the voiceless ones. 
If all of us who believed in you 
Had helped our rich brothers and sisters 
By opening their eyes and stirring their consciences, 
Unjust people would not have advanced 
And the gap between rich and poor, 
Between individuals and groups, 
Between countries, 
Even between continents would not be so glaring.7 
 
Do in us, O Lord, what we have failed and still fail to do. 
How difficult it is to get beyond the barrier of aid, 
Of gifts, of assistance, and reach the realm of justice! 
The privileged grow angry; our judgement is unfair, they say. 
Meanwhile they discover subversion and communism 
In the most democratic, the most human, 
The most Christian gestures. 
 
Quoted from living with Christ January 2015 page 174 


