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From the Editor 
As we approach Advent, it is appropriate that snow be on the ground! Many of 

us experienced the first of the white stuff back in September, and, for most of us, 
what has recently fallen is here to stay. With Halloween and flu shots behind us, we 
are ready to take on the beauty that is winter! The kids love the snow,and the kid in 

us secretly loves it as well, but complaints are expected about it around the office 
water cooler or over coffee with friends. 

So many varied activities will happen in the next four weeks, and we want to 
remind you to take a moment to share your councils’, or individual members’, 
activity with all of us. This is your venue to  do so.  Assist your president by offering  
a suggestion of what your council could send in. Alternatively, offer to write the few 
sentences to accompany the photo of that activity. 

In this edition of Be League, you can enjoy reading about successful fundraisers, meetings with the 
Nova Scotia provincial health minister regarding resolutions, Catch the Fire! training, a spiritual retreat 
and have some fun answering the quiz questions!  

Once again, you are asked to print a copy of this issue of Be League to share with members at your 
next meeting. Perhaps having copies available at the church entrance, or wherever other League 
materials are available, could entice non-members to join.  We never know what the motivation will be 
for someone to join the League and say I have seen the Lord! 

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of Be League is Sunday, November 30
th

. 
 
Your sister in the League, 
 
Fran Lucas 
National Chairperson of Communications  
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Next on the travel itinerary was the fall meeting of the national executive in 
Winnipeg! It was wonderful to be together again so soon after the annual national 
convention, have time to attend to the business at hand and spend time getting to 
know one another better. Provincial presidents will have presented all the news 
by now, and you can follow recent items on the webpage. 

Time was spent developing the new theme, One Heart, One Voice, One 
Mission, and it was so interesting to see and hear the many varied and beautiful 

ways members are united. As a new year approaches you will hear much more, 
but, in the meantime, members are asked to pray the rosary at each parish 
council meeting and to pray for peace throughout the world and Canada within 
their local dioceses and parishes. It is imperative in these times of violence and war 
that the League unites through prayer. There is no doubt the more we pray 
intentionally as a national organization, the more we will be united as one voice asking the  
Lord to hear our prayers for peace and each other. For more information and for a designated month to 
pray the rosary, please visit the national website, www.cwl.ca. 

Then it was off to Fatima, Portugal, for the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations 
(WUCWO) quadrennial plenary assembly. What an honour it was to be part of the official delegation 
along with Honorary Life Member Velma Harasen and National President-Elect Margaret Ann Jacobs. 
Several other members from across Canada, including National Past President Betty Anne Brown 
Davidson, National Chairperson of Legislation Janet McLean, Manitoba Provincial President-Elect 
Faith Anderson, Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Chairperson of Education and Health Judy Look, Calgary 
Diocesan Chairperson of Christian Family Life Geraldine Clarahan, Life Member Ann Doucet, Mary 
Balasch, Eloise (Elly) Jarvis, Kathleen Kufeldt, Angelena Schlachter and Executive Director Kim 
Scammell, were also in attendance. For a complete synopsis of each day, check the national website.  

I thoroughly enjoyed the business sessions, workshops and dialogue with women from around the 
world. It was a time of sharing and listening. We are so free and blessed to live in a country like 

Canada―when you hear what some parents have to endure, what women are forced to cope with, and 

how families are broken apart by war and poverty, it really causes consideration for doing something 
about it on a global scale. Belonging to WUCWO is one way to be proactive on the international scene. 
The work that is being done is remarkable and making a difference. As I listened to the reports of 
WUCWO President General Maria Giovanna Ruggieri, I was overwhelmed with gratitude for her 
expertise, dedication and passion for what she does. Her ability to converse in three languages, and the 
ease with which she is part of the Holy See committee and pontifical societies, was truly impressive. In 
fact, all the reports gave a comprehensive picture of the good work being done globally. 

Some brief highlights for me were seeing Velma elected to the WUCWO board as vice-president for 
North America, taking pride in the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada’s Past President 
Luba Kowalchyk as she gave the report of the Canadian endowment fund, and photographing Kim 
presenting WUCWO Treasurer General Joann Hildebrand with a  cheque for $16,000.  

The days were long, starting early and ending late, but there was a time for wandering the holy places 
as well. Visiting the graves of the little shepherds one evening, and a candlelight rosary and mass in the 
square one Sunday morning, are memories that will stay with me for a long time. Having quiet moments 
of private prayer meant I could carry all of you there with me. I was blessed to have some quiet time with 
Sr. Jacinta, whose Pius XII Monastery inspired me immensely. She said when you arrived in Fatima it 
was because the Lord called you there for a reason; when you leave, she said, you go as an apostle to 
spread the message of Fatima to others.  

It is important for all of us to remember what Our Lady is asking―to pray for all those who need 

forgiveness and conversion. Let us all pray the rosary with renewed vigour and dedication. The world 
needs our prayers for peace.  
 
Barbara Dowding, National President 
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On Saturday, October 25
th

, the final Catch the Fire! 
workshop took place. A small, dedicated group 

listened, learned and shared as Halifax-Yarmouth 
Diocesan President Glenda Carson conducted the 

workshop. Glenda led the workshop attendees in prayer, 
fellowship and music, and League sisters very much 

enjoyed the day. The council is looking forward to the S’Mores 
workshop! 

 

Members of Immaculate Conception Parish Council Catch the Fire! on October 25th. 
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Edmonton Diocesan Zone 9, consisting of 19 parish councils, undertakes a two-year project, 
most recently a fashion show. The fashion show raised money for the Corpus Christi building fund. 
(Corpus Christi is a new parish being built in Edmonton.) 

There were over 40 raffle items available and most Edmonton parish councils took part in order 
to make the fundraiser a success. Over both years, the fashion shows have raised over $7,000 for the 
building fund! 

 

 

Pictured: Edmonton Diocesan Council Vice-
President and Chairperson of Spiritual 

Development (and fashion model) Cheryl 
Boom striking a pose for the camera. 
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A provincial delegation met with Nova Scotia’s minister of 
health and wellness to discuss two provincial resolutions: 
Resolution 2011.02 Create a Regulated Drug 
Recycling Program and Resolution 2014.02 Nursing 
Home Placement by Crisis Priority. It also discussed 
national Resolution 2014.02 Electronic Cigarettes, 
Resolution 2014.03 Flavoured Tobacco Products 
Ban and Resolution 2014.04 National Standard for 
Newborn Screening Including Screening for Severe 
Combined Immunodeficiency. The delegation also 
discussed the province’s strategy on mental health. 
Pictured (left to right) are Joline Belliveau, provincial 
chairperson of resolutions; Debbie Samson, provincial 
past-president; Nova Scotia Minister of Health and 
Wellness Leo Glavine; and Joan Bona, provincial president. 
 

For the past 21 years, the council has taken 
part in the Hospital Hullabaloo of the 
Yarmouth Hospital Foundation by selling 
tickets on a Barrel of Groceries. “Groceries 
are donated, and tickets are sold by members 
from June to September each year and at the 
Hullabaloo,” explained chairperson of 
communications Carol LeBlanc.  In 21 years, 
$36,853.70 has been raised! This year, 
$1,419.80 was raised, and the lucky winner of 
the donations was a local food bank. 

Pictured from left to right are Rosa Hattie, a 
member who has sold tickets for 21 years; 
Carol LeBlanc; president Joline Belliveau; and 
president-elect Patricia Dorrian. 
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On Sunday, September 20
th

, Whitehorse Diocesan President Carol Vanderbyl, B.C. & Yukon 
Provincial Chairperson of Spiritual Development Jeanne Wilson and Fr. Jack de Verteuil (Cut Bank) set 
off on a 20.5-hour road trip across the Yukon. Both Carol and Jeanne are members of Sacred Heart 
Parish Council in Whitehorse, and their objective was to visit missions in the west of the territory.  

Carol, Jeanne and Fr. Jack drove over 800 kilometres through rain and snow to visit members, 
and they attended three different masses at three different churches in one day. Thankfully they did not 
hit any moose! “We believe that every Catholic woman, no matter where she lives, should have the 
opportunity to belong to the League,” Jeanne wrote.  

 

 

Our Lady of the Grace Church in Beaver Creek, Yukon, one of the three churches visited by Whitehorse 

Diocesan President Carol Vanderbyl, B.C. & Yukon Provincial Chairperson of Spiritual Development Jeanne 
Wilson, and Fr. Jack de Verteuil (Cut Bank) 
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President Laurie Lassaline wrote in to 
share that the council and the Squirettes of 
Mary organized a Mother Goose Baby 
Shower to help out the recently built 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Home in 
Windsor, a shelter that supports 
pregnant women with no place to go.  
Guests enjoyed an informative Red 
Cross presentation on first aid for 
babies and toddlers, games and light 
refreshments. Laurie said parishioners 
went above and beyond in their 
generosity, donating baby gifts, money 
for the baby formula fund and supporting two 
raffle baskets with proceeds benefitting the 
home. The organizing committee was overwhelmed 
by the turnout. “Our Lady of Good Counsel was certainly 
present among us,” Laurie wrote.  

 The council held its annual retreat at the 
Villa Madonna Retreat House October 

20
th

-22
nd

, facilitated by Sr. Pat Wilson of 
the Sisters of Charity (Halifax). Sr. Pat 
brought attendees face-to-face with the 
same question the Lord asked Elijah: 
“What are you doing here?” (1 Ki 19:9). 
Attendees reflected on the theme We 
Have Seen the Lord! through songs, 
tapes, hand-outs and discussions. 
Parish council secretary Marlita Chase 
and Life Member Joyce Green shared 
their stories of becoming members of 
the Catholic church and the League. “It 
was indeed a spiritual experience of 
depth for me personally,” wrote 
diocesan chairperson of spiritual 

development Mary Ryan.  
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The council held a training day on September 20
th

 at St. Francis De Sales Parish (Burnaby, 
British Columbia). Presidents and standing committee chairpersons from fifty parish councils, along 
with life members and diocesan officers, particpated in a variety of presentations and workshops 
including Catholic Christian Outreach, Domestic Abuse Services-Our Lady of Good Counsel Society, 
and a Myers-Briggs Type Indicator assessment. Keynote speakers included National President Barbara 
Dowding, who presented on the new national League theme One Heart, One Voice, One Mission, and 
Archbishop J. Michael Miller (Vancouver), who spoke on spreading the joy of the gospels.  

Each attendee learned more about her particular standing committee, more about herself and 
more about her mission as a Catholic woman. 
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60-Year Pin 
Marcy Petkus Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
 

50-Year Pin 
Lillian Warlimont Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 

25-Year Pin 
Lynne Bernier Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Susan Bernier Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Rolande Chernichan Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Maureen Fallon Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Connie Haas Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Suzanne Moore Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Mary Ann Novak Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Marcia Poirier Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Marie Ange Prevost Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
Iris Swiderski Notre Dame de Lorette Parish Council Lorette, Manitoba 
 

10-Year Pin 
Linda Blair Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Joyce Dimovski Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Doriz Fracsek Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Margrit Garzitto Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Margaret Jones Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Nancy Kalinovich Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Mona McEachern Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Marie O’Hara Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Betty Spierings Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
Marie Vince Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council Surrey, British Columbia 
 

Certificate of Merit & Madonna Pin 

Catherine Denomey St. Simon & St. Jude Parish Council Belle River, Ontario 
Mae Tremblay St. Simon & St. Jude Parish Council Belle River, Ontario 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish Council, Surrey, British Columbia .......................... 60
th

 Anniversary 
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C-702 Scotland Ave 
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1X5 

 
Phone: (204) 927-2310 

Toll Free: (888) 656-4040 
Fax: (888) 831-9507 
E-mail: info@cwl.ca 

 

1. What is the meaning of the word “Advent”? 
a) Coming 
b) Going 
c) Giving 
d) Receiving 

2. On what day does Advent begin this year?  
3. What is the liturgical colour of Advent? 
4. What is the third Sunday of Advent called? 
5. What colour is the candle lit on the third Sunday? 
6. Name the candles of the Advent wreath. 
7. What is frankincense? 
8. What is myrrh? 
9. What is not said or sung during Sunday mass in Advent? 
10. What is a Jesse Tree? 

Saint or Ain’t? Pick the saints out of the following names! 

St. Braden   St. Patrick St. Daniella St. Constance St. Amy  St. Ursula St. Valentine 

St. James  St. Olivia St. Afra  St. Bridget St. Albertine St. Sylvester 

St. Bartholomew St. Homer St. Umberto St. Elizabeth   

 

Answers: St. Afra, St. Ursula, St. Bridget (listed twice), St. Elizabeth, St. Patrick, St. 
James, St. Sylvester, St. Bartholomew, St. Valentine. 

 

 

 

The next deadline for submissions is November 30
th

.  
 
Please submit your stories and photos to 
communications@cwl.ca, by mail or fax to (888) 831-
9507. 

 
 
*cover: Poppies by Valerie Busygin, 2006. 
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