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From the Editor 

 

Greetings, 

 It is mid-Holy Week, and we are preparing our hearts and 
minds for the high point of the liturgical year. Lent will soon be over, and, 
once again, we will celebrate the Sacred Paschal Triduum with our families 
and fellow parishioners and acclaim, “Let us be glad and rejoice! Alleluia!” 

 We did not have many submissions for this issue, but two—St. 
Peter Parish Council (Port Hood, Nova Scotia) and St. Patrick Parish Council 
(N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia)—focus on the need for us to set time aside to relax, 
reflect and be renewed. 

 St. Gerard Parish Council (Yorkton, Saskatchewan), gives examples of working 
together to be of service to others, and St. Patrick Parish Council (Medicine Hat, Alberta) highlights a 
great lesson in sharing the load. 

 I was delighted to hear from Honorary Life Member Lorette Noble this week. She 
wanted to share the following with members: 

“At last, and for the first time in both English and French, we have a book, Clothed 
in the Word of God, with the stories of our Canadian saints, blesseds and 
venerables from the Canadian Martyrs to St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the first North 
American aboriginal saint! This beautiful book was conceived and written by a 
friend and colleague in my diocese [St. Jean-Longueuil], Fr. Rémi Bourdon. It is 
more than a series of biographies. Arranged in chronological order of their feast 
days, it is also ‘an invitation to meditation with gospel passages connecting the 
Word of God and the lives of each of these holy people, a prayer to each of them, 
and a useful guide to finding out more about them.’ All parish councils would find 
this an invaluable resource for spiritual reflections at meetings with the ‘how to 
use this book’ suggestion at the beginning of the book. Individual members and 
their families would enjoy learning about the wonderful women and men who 

contributed so much to Canada’s story.” 

Lorette also learned that there is a 20% discount available for members. Contact 
Communications Coordinator Erica Johnson at national office for a promotion code and details on how 
to contact the publisher Novalis to take advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity. 

 Remember to keep those submissions 
coming! The next deadline is April 30

th
. There must be many 

pictures and stories from conventions to share with sisters 
across Canada. Where have you seen the Lord? 

 I wish a blessed Easter to members and their 
families! May you with Mary Magdalene rejoice in 
proclaiming, We Have Seen the Lord! 

 

God bless, 

Cecile Miller 
National Chairperson of Communiations 
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This month makes me think of daffodils, bunnies and pussy 
willows.  

Springtime is such a season of freshness, growth, changes and 
hopes—a resurrection from the dead of winter! And this year Easter is in April, a 
time of light, flowers and joy. How lovely! 

Does your town still hold an Easter parade? Is it a time in your family for skipping ropes, jacks, 
marbles, a new hat, gloves or pastel-coloured clothes? Perhaps I am dating myself but this Holy Season 
seems to overflow with abundant joy. 

Last month I had the unexpected pleasure of being invited to Ottawa for lunch with the Hon. 
John Baird, Canada’s minister of foreign affairs. Thirteen other Catholic leaders shared concerns about 
their views on: 

 Freedom of religion in the world 

 The scourge of human trafficking 

 The plight of refugees from countries in chaos 
 
As Minister Baird said, “When societies protect religious freedom they are far more likely to protect 

all other fundamental freedoms.” 

Jesus came to show us that love conquers all. Our job is to sow seeds of love in our daily lives.  Love 
can crumble the walls of hatred. By means of respect and tolerance of differences, unconditional 
openness to those seeking help, rescue, asylum and offers of haven, we can build a world of brothers and 
sisters. This is the dream of our Holy Father. Often a hand of hope is all that is needed to help someone 
stand on their own two feet and begin again.  

March is the month when annual reports appear in my mailbox. I read about all the wonderful 
projects and appreciate the creativity of members who have excitedly run forth into their communities 
proclaiming “We Have Seen the Lord!” in word and action. Together we have helped God build His 
kingdom of encounter, community and service. We have worked on the ground level, one-on-one, with 
whispered prayer begging for guidance. Well done, ladies! 

Plan ahead: 
April 26

th
 League sponsored Our Lady of Good Counsel mass on Vision TV 

May 9
th

 Day of Honour for Canadian Afghanistan troops 

 

Peace and joy to you, 

 
Betty Anne Brown Davidson 
National President 
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Faith, fun and…food! Member Debbie Hayward says members gathered on two occasions to do 
their part for the Habitat for Humanity Faith Build project in Yorkton. They baked 140 pies to be sold at 
masses, and the pies were a huge hit! The following week, members gathered to make sandwiches, 
veggie platters and fruit trays for local actors presenting the religious musical His Promise, also a Faith 
Build fundraiser. 

“Many hands truly made light work and a chance for League sisters to share the spiritual 
richness of working together for a worthy cause,” Debbie writes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These St.Gerard Parish Council sisters, and 
several more off-camera, prepare food and 

share fun and fellowship! 
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The parish council reports it divides its members into teams, 
and each team takes its turn hosting different functions. This 
ensures everyone gets to host a different event. The addition of 
the craft table at the annual Christmas bake sale was a huge hit 
with members invited to bring their crafts for the sale. The 
council also initiated a potluck on St. Patrick’s Day, and all 
participating members arrived in Irish costumes. The beautiful 
St. Patrick’s Church, where the council is part of the active 
congregation, is pictured above.  

On March 4
th

 the council sponsored a day of reflection at St. Joseph Renewal Centre in Mabou. The day 
was spent relaxing, reflecting, renewing, celebrating and having fun. The day’s theme was, Catholic 
Women—we can make a difference. Through inspirational speeches by Sr. Catherine MacEachern, Peg 
Madigan, National Chairperson of Communications Cecile Miller and Nova Scotia Provincial President 
Debbie Samson, members were encouraged to acknowledge their God-given gifts and to be grateful for 
them. Members were also reminded God’s love is indelible and that faith, no matter how strong, is 
nothing without action. Members left with treat bags, a special card, a renewed spirit and dedication to 
the service of God through service to others.  
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Members gathered at St. Joseph Renewal Centre in Mabou on March 31
st

 for a day of refection using the 

League’s theme We Have Seen the Lord! Two presenters, Peg Madigan and Sr. Catherine MacEachern, 

CND, whose themes were interwoven with the League’s call to mission, discipleship and the importance 

of prayer, provided an opportunity for relaxation, reflection and renewal. Community was broadened as 

attendees shared a delicious meal together as well as the fruits of reflection and prayer. National 

Chairperson of Communications Cecile Miller made the group aware of the spiritual benefits she 

experienced through her involvement with the League locally, provincially and beyond. At the end of 

their time together they felt empowered to continue the work  of evangelization and  to go tell everyone 

that We Have Seen the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

President Shirley McDonald shared that in 2009 the council began a project 
called Pennies for Pesos to help member Sr. Mary Joseph Mazzerole’s 
(pictured, left) mission work in the Dominican Republic. All funds collected 
from this project were sent directly to the Dominican to aid in education, 
medical assistance and food. Before long, Shirley shared, jars of pennies were 
sprouting up all over Amherstview! The children of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic School embraced the campaign (and continues to), and 
other parish councils in Ontario were also supportive.  By the end of March 
2009 the Pennies for Pesos drive topped $5,000 (roughly 200,000 Dominican 

pesos!) 

 

In 2013 Sr. Mazzerole’s efforts were acknowledged by the president of the 
Dominican Republic, and she was honoured with a medal for her contribution and 

dedication to the Dominican people. Congratulations! 
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70th Anniversary 
 St. James Parish Council Wilkie, Saskatchewan 

60th Anniversary 
 Holy Name of Jesus Parish Council North Bay, Ontario  

 
Maple Leaf Service Pin 

Cathy Vrolyk Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 

Sr. Mary Jo Mazzerole Blessed Sacrament Parish Council Amherstview, Ontario 

 

40-Year Pin 
Jean McCann St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Lenore McGuire St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Maria Perusits St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Miss Joyce Powell St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
 

25-Year Pin 
Lorraine Hearne St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Beth Jean Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario  
Ida Louis St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
 

10-Year Pin 
Elena Bonilla St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario 
Nora Garcia St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Mabel Hamilton St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario 
Patricia Hay St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario 
Sharry Healey St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Maria Kokotovic St. Monica Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
Doreen Metson Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 
Jovita Muller St. Mary Parish Council Toronto, Ontario  
 

Certificate of Merit 

Mary L. Burton St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Ann Earle St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Margaret Rose Fortune St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Sheila Fortune St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Lorraine Fraser St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Kay Hannigan St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Stella McDaniel St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Cecile Miller St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Bell Murphy St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Bernadette Murphy St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Raylene Murphy St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Genevieve Rose St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Amanda Ross St. Patrick Parish Council N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
Helen Timmons St. Patrick Parish Council  N.E. Margaree, Nova Scotia 
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1. On Easter Sunday in Scandinavia, children go door-to-door dressed as what to receive candy? 
a) bunnies 
b) witches 
c) eggs 
 

2. In Norway, what genre of television shows and books is most popular, and traditional, around 
Easter? 
a) romance 
b) cartoons 
c) murder mystery 
 

3. In Bermuda, what are flown at Easter to represent Christ’s ascent into Heaven? 
a) Kites 
b) Paper planes 
c) Jets 
 

4. In Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches, what colour are Easter eggs typically dyed? 
a) Blue 
b) Gold 
c) Red 
 

5. In France, church bells are not rung for how many days before Easter? 
a) Three 
b) Seven 
c) Twelve 
 

6. Pysanky refers to what in Ukrainian? 
a) Lambs 
b) Decorated eggs 
c) Rabbits 
 

7. In which country is the nazareno, a tunic with a conical hood that conceals the face of the wearer, 
typically worn during its Easter processions? 
a) Switzerland 
b) Germany 
c) Spain 
 

8. Who brings Easter eggs to the children of Australia? 
a) The Easter Bilby 
b) The Easter Kangaroo 
c) The Easter Emu 
 

9. In what country are men not allowed to participate in the making of Easter bread, because if they 
do their mustache will turn grey and the dough will fall? 
a) Russia 
b) Poland 
c) Brazil 
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10. What giant dish is prepared on Easter Monday in France?  
a) An omelette (often made with over 10,000 eggs) 
b) A baguette (often made with over 3,000 lbs of flour) 
c) A croissant (often made with over 1,200 lbs of butter) 

  

1. What does Chicago dye green every year in honour of St. Patrick’s Day? 
(a) The Willis Tower 
(b) The Chicago River 
(c) The Buckingham Fountain 

 
2. What dish is traditionally eaten on St. Patrick’s Day? 

(a) Bubble and Squeak 
(b) Irish Stew 
(c) Corned Beef and Cabbage 

 
 

3. What does St. Patrick’s Day commemorate? 
(a) St. Patrick’s birthday 
(b) The day St. Patrick drove the snakes out of Ireland 
(c) The day St. Patrick died 

 
4. Which Canadian city has one of the largest and longest running St. Patrick’s Day parades in 

North America? 
(a) Montreal 
(b) Toronto 
(c) Saskatoon 

 
5. St. Joseph is the patron saint of: 

(a) Carpentry 
(b) Workers 
(c) Judea 

 
6. What day in March is the Feast Day of St. Joseph? 

(a) March 15 
(b) March 31 
(c) March 19 

 
7. Containing only flour, water and salt, this snack originated during Lent. 

(a) Pita bread 
(b) Pretzels 
(c) Bagels 

 
8. How many Stations of the Cross are there? 

(a) 5 
(b) 12 
(c) 14 
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C-702 Scotland Ave 
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1X5 

 
Phone: (204) 927-2310 

Toll Free: (888) 656-4040 
Fax: (888) 831-9507 
E-mail: info@cwl.ca 

 

 
9. What word is never said or sung during Lent? 

(a) Alleluia 
(b) Lamb 
(c) Peace 

 
10. Which of the following does not take place on Good Friday? 

(a) Intercessory Prayers 
(b) Communion 
(c) Consecration 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The next deadline for submissions is April 
30

th
. 

 
Please submit your stories and photos to 
communications@cwl.ca or by fax to (888) 
831-9507 

mailto:info@cwl.ca
mailto:communications@cwl.ca

