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From the Editor 
“Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, at whose Assumption the angels rejoice and praise the Lord” (Entrance Antiphon 
for the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

Greetings from Regina! 

Yesterday (August 14th) was the last day of the 93rd annual national convention held in 
Regina. It was a great convention as you have probably already seen on the website, 
Facebook and Twitter. Thanks to the convention committee for their enthusiasm, warm 
welcome and hospitality. 

Special thanks are extended to Most Rev. Archbishop Martin Currie who completed his 
five-year term as national spiritual advisor. We wish him good health and happiness in all 
his future endeavors. He will be missed. 

At the same time, we warmly welcome Bishop William (Bill) McGrattan who was installed 
as our new national spiritual advisor at the closing mass.  

Thanks to Newfoundland and Labrador for the items in this issue of Be League. They 
show us how to incorporate faith, fun and fulfillment in all our League activities. 

Our next issue will feature news from councils in Nova Scotia. It will be September, the 
end of summer and the start of regular meetings in our councils. I pray that you have all 
enjoyed a pleasant summer and are ready to once again be of service to your brothers 
and sisters as you carry out the work of 
the League in your parishes.  May you see 
Jesus in the eyes of all those whom you 
encounter so that you can joyfully 
proclaim, “We have seen the Lord!” 

I look forward to receiving many 
submissions from every province! 

God bless you, and may Our Lady of Good 
Counsel be your guide in all you 
undertake. 

God bless, 

Cecile Miller 
National Chairperson of Communications 
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BA’s Bonne Aventure 
 

The Ontario provincial convention in Thunder Bay this July had 
an open, welcoming feel to it.  

Georjann Morriseau, chief for the Fort William First Nation, was 
one of the dignitaries who welcomed us. In the pre-dawn light, 
over 100 ladies met on the shore of Lake Superior for a sunrise 
ceremony led by Ojibwe Elder Cindy Crowe. 

Three dynamic speakers emphasized the importance of 
spirituality for the modern Catholic woman. Grand Chief Harvey 
Yesno and his wife, Helen, joined us for lunch, and he spoke of 
his dreams for his people. 
 
Bishop Gerard Bergie (St. Catharines) joined us in preparation 
for his installation as Ontario provincial council’s new spiritual 
advisor. The election brought in Betty Colanari as provincial 

president along with a strong provincial executive. One resolution was 
passed and one-third of those present were first-time attendees.  

 

Then it was time for my family and I to catch a few of the lazy, hazy, crazy days of 
summer as we romped together on the shore of Lake Ontario. 

I have enjoyed seeing many of you in Regina at the 93rd annual national convention.  May 
God bless us all! 

 

Betty Anne Brown Davidson 
National President 
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 Spotlight on Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

 
Cathedral Parish, Grand Falls-Windsor 
 
Parish Council President Lorraine Paddick reports National President Betty Anne Brown 
Davidson was warmly welcomed to the Newfoundland and Labrador Annual Provincial 
Convention held in Grand Falls-Windsor May 31st-June 2nd. The convention was co-
hosted by Cathedral Parish Council and St. Joseph Parish Council. 
 
Betty Anne gave a moving speech on this year’s League theme, We Have Seen the Lord!  
During the convention, a memorial service was held to honour 26 members who passed 
away in 2012; a red rose was presented by various parish council presidents. 
 
At the closing banquet, attendees were entertained by the Immaculate Conception 
Parish Bell Ringers, a group comprised of CWL members and parishioners. The Bell 
Ringers’ music brought women onto the dance floor! 
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St. Patrick Parish Council, Carbonear 
 
Parish Council Chairperson of Christian Family Life Ellen Merrigan reports the council has 
been very active this year. Members assisted the Knights of Columbus with several 
projects including collecting socks, toiletries and clothes for the needy men of Gathering 
House. Linens, bed clothes and towels were collected for the project “Knights Cover 
Nights”  ̶  these items were distributed throughout the Carbonear area and to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. Council members also collected food for the needy in the 
community. 
 
On Mother’s and Father’s Day, members honoured the mothers and fathers of St. 
Patrick’s Parish. Children 
brought red and white 
flowers to the altar to 
celebrate all mothers living 
and deceased. All mothers 
were presented with a 
rosary ring and a prayer 
card. On Father’s Day, all 
fathers were presented 
with a Sacred Heart badge 
and a prayer card. 
 
The parish council planted a 
tree in memory of deceased 
members and to show 
members care about green 
areas in the province. The 
council hopes to erect a 
grotto in honour of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel in 
this green area, and all council members have been encouraged to plant trees and shrubs 
on their own properties.  
 
Several council members are working on a community garden for the Carbonear area. 
These members have planted beds with various vegetables and are hoping for a good fall 
harvest. 
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St. Pius X Parish Council, St. John’s 
 
Six weeks after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, 
parish council member Shirley MacNeil had 
the opportunity to travel to the poverty 
stricken country with Dr. Robert Wally 
(MaterCare International). In 2011, Shirley was 
part of Newfoundland and Labrador medical 
team Team Broken Earth, which worked in the 
very small trauma centre in Port-au-Prince 
with limited supplies. Team Broken Earth has 
since made a commitment to bring a medical 
team to the hospital twice a year. 
 
 

 

The council hosted a Royal Baby Shower in 
May in anticipation of His Royal Highness 
George Alexander Louis’ arrival. The baby 
shower was open to all League members, 
parishioners, family and friends. The many 
gifts of baby clothes and items were later 
donated to local children’s charities to assist 
parents and families with babies and 
toddlers. High tea was served to all 
attendees.  
 
Pictured are “Her Majesty the Queen” 
(Marie Maher), “The Duchess of Cambridge” 
(Susan Walley), “The Duchess of Cornwall” 
(Monica Roberts), “Sarah Ferguson” (Cecilia 
Fitzpatrick). 
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With the pending elimination of the Canadian penny, St. Pius X Parish Council 
spearheaded a collection of pennies within the parish. Each parishioner donated pennies 
to jars placed in the church’s entrances. The collection raised over $1,000, and the 
money was donated to a variety of local charities to assist children, school lunch 
programs, single parents and individuals who are homeless.  

St. Pius X Parish Council also led the parish in a collection of school supplies for children 
in neighborhood schools. Parishioners were asked to donate new school supplies (pens, 
pencils, erasers, crayons, etc.). The council partnered with neighborhood schools to 
facilitate the distribution of the supplies to children in need. The response from the 
parish was tremendous and the supplies were greatly appreciated by the schools. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The League’s Monthly E-newsletter 

August 2013 

7 

  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Labrador City 
 
Parish Council President Clemmie Parsons reports members created beautiful quilts and 
donated them to help comfort people who are sick at home and spending time in the 
hospital. Quilts were given to several Labrador City residents and to the oncology unit at 
the local hospital. Eighteen quilts were  donated to Ronald MacDonald House.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries and Service Awards 
 

60th Anniversary 
 Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish Council         Barnaby River, New Brunswick 
    St. Patrick Parish Council                    Nelson-Miramichi, New Brunswick  
 
       35th Anniversary     
 Mary Queen of World Parish Council       Mount Pearl, Newfoundland and Labrador 
 St. Kevin Parish Council                   Goulds, Newfoundland and Labrador 
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   30th Anniversary   
Cathedral Parish Council                                        Grand Falls-Windsor, Newfoundland and  Labrador 
Immaculate Conception Parish Council               Colliers, Newfoundland and  Labrador 

             
          20th Anniversary 
Sacred Heart Parish Council                      Heart`s Desire, Newfoundland and 
Labrador 
          65 Year Pin 
Pat Dunphy      St. Bernard  Parish Council      Moncton, New Brunswick 
 
           60 Year Pin 
Gertrude McCarthy    St. Bernard Parish Council      Moncton, New Brunswick 
 
         50 Year Pin 
Connie LeBlanc     St. Bernard Parish Council      Moncton, New Brunswick 
 
       40 Year Pin 
Joyce Murphy     St. Bernard Parish Council      Moncton, New Brunswick 
 

        25 Year Pin 
Mary Dunphy     Saint Thomas Parish Council      Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
June Ferguson     Saint Thomas Parish Council        Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
Eileen Myers     Saint Thomas Parish Council        Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
Rita O`Brien     Saint Thomas Parish Council      Dartmouth, Nova Scotia       
   

August Quiz 
1. What is Caste Butte, and where is it found?  

2.What part of Saskatchewan is known as the "jewel in the royal crown"? 

3. Who wrote One Red Paperclip?  

4. What is the body of water referred to in the expression, "the longest bridge 
over the shortest span of water"?  

5. When was the last annual national convention held in Regina?  

6. What two famous brothers received honourary degrees from the University of 
New Brunswick in 1957 and 1967?  

7. When was the city of Fredericton officially incorporated?  
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8. About how many works of art comprise the Permanent Collection at the 
Beaverbrook Art Galllery in Fredericton? 

9. What cathedral is considered to be the first Cathedral in North America?  

10. Who was the godson of Jonathan Odell who wrote a famous poem in 1825 for 
children? What was the poem?  

 

July Quiz Answers 
1. This year, on July 1st, how old did Canada turn? (146) 
2. What are Canada’s two national sports? (Lacrosse and hockey) 
3. What is the largest lake in Canada? (Great Bear Lake – largest lake entirely In 

Canada . Will also accept Lake Superior). 
4. In what year was “O Canada” officially adopted as Canada’s national anthem?  

(1980) 
5. What is Canada’s highest mountain? Where is it located? (Mount Logan – Yukon) 
6. Where is the longest suspension bridge in Canada located?  (The Pierre Leporte 

Bridge, Quebec) 
7. What is the only province in Canada to border all four Great Lakes? (Ontario) 
8. Which street in Toronto is the longest street in the world? (Yonge Street) 
9. Which Canadian bridge is one of the longest in the world? (The Confederation 

Bridge) 
10. The word “Canada” is derived from the Huron-Iroquois language. What does it 

translate to? (“Village” or “Settlement”) 

 
The next deadline for submissions is August 31st. Stories from Nova 

Scotia will be featured in the next edition of Be League.  
 

Please submit your stories and photos to 
communications@cwl.ca 

     or by fax to 888-831-9507. 
 

** All photo submissions must include the signatures of 
everyone photographed.  

mailto:communications@cwl.ca

